
 

                     
 
 

    MARTINSVILLE CITY COUNCIL 
                             MEETING AGENDA 

Tuesday, August 12, 2025 

 

Martinsville’s Vision 

Martinsville is a thriving, full-service city centrally located in southern Virginia, offering 
excellent education and superior quality of life in a picturesque setting while embracing 

inclusivity and opportunities to ensure a sustainable and fulfilling lifestyle to live, visit, and 
grow.  

Martinsville’s Mission 

Martinsville City proudly promotes a safe, healthy, thriving community dedicated to delivering 
excellent services and meaningful public participation.  

 

PRESIDING:                                  LC Jones, Mayor 

 

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS:     Kathy Lawson, Vice Mayor  

                                                          Julian Mei 

                                                          Rayshaun Gravely  

                                                          Aaron Rawls  

 

STAFF:                                            Chief Robert Fincher, Acting City Manager  

                                                          Peyton Nibblett, Deputy City Clerk  

                                                          Law Offices of Sands Anderson, City Attorney  
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AMENDED 
All Changes Have Been Highlighted.  

Closed Session - 5pm, Rm 208; Municipal Building 

 a. Call Open Session to Order and Motion for City Council to enter Closed Session - 5pm,  Council 
Chambers; Martinsville Municipal Building 

  aa) Motion for City Council to Enter Closed Session 

 b. 2.2-3711 A (1) Discussion, consideration, or interviews of prospective candidates for employment; 
assignment, appointment, promotion, performance, demotion, salaries, disciplining, or resignation 
of specific public officers, appointees, or employees of any public body; In regards to the Acting 
City Manager Position. (Suggested Time, 15 minutes) 

 c. 2.2-3711 A(7) Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members or consultants 
pertaining to actual or probable litigation, where such consultation or briefing in open meeting 
would adversely affect the negotiating or litigating posture of the public body. In regards to 
Retirees Litigation. (Suggested Time, 15 minutes) 

 d. 2.2-3711 A(7). Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members or consultants 
pertaining to actual or probable litigation, where such consultation or briefing in open meeting 
would adversely affect the negotiating or litigating posture of the public body. In regards to 
threatened employment law litigation. (Suggested Time, 90 minutes) 

 e. Return to Open Session and Motion for City Council Certification of Closed Session - 7pm, 
Council Chambers; Municipal Building 

Regular Session - 7pm, Council Chambers 

1. Call to Order 

2. Pledge to the American Flag 

3. Invocation 

 a. Minister Ross Allen 

4. Any Action Necessary To Be Taken As A Result of Closed Session 

5. Presentations and Proclamations 

 a. Fayette Area Historical Initiative (FAHI): Sponsorship Acknowledgment and Appreciation 

6. Consent Agenda 

 a. Discuss and Consider the Following Meeting Minutes: July 7, 2025; July 22, 2025; July 23, 2025 
Meeting Minutes 
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 b. Discuss and Consider 1st Reading of Budget Appropriations for Debt Service, School Capital 
Projects, and Streets Funds 

7. Regular Agenda or New Business 

 a. Discuss and Consider Rescheduling September 9th Council Meeting Due to Chamber of 
Commerce's Annual Meeting 

 b. Discuss and Consider Request for Rezone Ordinance -- First Presbyterian Church 

 c. Discuss and Consider Request for Street Abandonment Ordinance --1009 E. Church Street 

 d. Discuss and Consider Arts and Cultural Committee's Request to Apply for Harvest PUP Grant 

 e. Discuss and Consider Sunsetting of Emergency Housing and Community Support Commission as 
Requested by Board Chair 

 f. Discuss and Consider Approval of Matching Funds (5%) Commitment for West Piedmont Planning 
District Commission, Regional Generator Project – Hazard Mitigation Grant Application 

 g. Discuss and Consider Piedmont Community Services' Request to Purchase 605 Fourth St. 

8. City Hall Reporting & Announcements  

9. Communications from Visitors / Business from the Floor 
Description: The purpose of City Council Meetings is to conduct the City’s Business. City Council 
allows for public comment, limited to matters on which the Council has the power and authority to act 
and are not listed on the printed agenda. Participation: Citizens who wish to participate in a meeting’s 
public comment period may do so by signing up at the podium at the entrance prior to the beginning of 
the meeting, emailing their comments to Peyton Nibblett, Deputy City Clerk, at 
pnibblett@martinsvilleva.gov, calling in their comments to 276-403-5196, or mailing comments to the 
City of Martinsville, attn.: Peyton Nibblett, Martinsville, VA 24114 (a.) Comments, or a request to speak, 
must be received by noon the day before a Council meeting for consideration by the Council at the 
meeting. (b.) Any person submitting comments or requesting to speak must identify themselves by name 
and address, including zip code. (c.) Remarks are to be limited to 3 minutes or less (as read aloud), 
address a topic of City business, and refrain from making any personal references or accusations of a 
factually false and/or malicious nature. (d.) Priority for comments is given to City residents, taxpayers, 
and business owners.(e.) Speakers may not yield time. (f.) Groups of speakers on the same topic must 
designate a single representative. Comments violating these rules may not be presented at the Council 
meeting. (g.) Any speaker violating these rules may be removed from the podium or from the Council 
Chamber. (h.) This policy does not apply to public hearings, at which any citizen of Martinsville may 
appear and speak on the subject of the public hearing. 

 a. Ural Harris 

10. Comments by Members of City Council  

11. Comments by City Manager 
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12. Adjournment 
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Item: 3.a. 

STAFF REPORT 

 
TO: City Council 
FROM: 
SUBJECT: Minister Ross Allen 
STAFF/ DEPARTMENT RESPONSIBLE: City Management 
MEETING DATE: August 12, 2025 
 
BACKGROUND/HISTORY:   

 

POLICY EXPLANATION:  
 
FISCAL IMPACT/FUNDING SOURCE: 
   
Available Budget: 

 
 
Purchase Amount: 

 

 
 

ACTION REQUESTED/ALTERNATIVES  

 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
None 
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 July 7th, 2025  

Martinsville City Council  

Special Called,  

Emergency Closed Session Meeting Minutes 

 

4pm, Call Open Session to Order - 

Martinsville Municipal Building; Room 208 

 

A Special Called, Emergency Closed-Session Meeting was held at Martinsville 

Municipal Building, on July 23, 2025 at 4 PM. 

 

Council Members participating included Vice Mayor, Kathy Lawson; Julian Mei, 

and Mayor LC Jones. Council Member Gravely entered at 4:05 PM.  

 

Call Open Session to Order: Mayor Jones called the meeting to order in Room 

208 and advised Council would go into Closed Session beginning at 4 PM.  In 

accordance with the Code of Virginia, Title 2.2 Chapter 37, Freedom of 

Information Act and upon a motion by Council Member Lawson and seconded 

by Council Member Mei with the following 3-0 recorded vote: Council Member 

Mei, aye; Mayor Jones, aye; Vice Mayor Lawson, aye; Council convened in 

Closed Session to discuss the following matters: 

a.​ Discussion, consideration, or interviews of prospective candidates for 

employment; assignment, appointment, promotion, performance, 

demotion, salaries, disciplining, or resignation of specific public officers, 

appointees, or employees of any public body; In regards to School Board 

Appointments.  

 

 

5:30 PM, Return to Open Session and Certification of Closed Session -  

Martinsville Municipal Building; Council Chambers 

 

With a Motion by Lawson and Second by Mei, City Council certifies that only 

those matters permitted by the Code of Virginia Sec. 2.2-3711 and specifically 

referenced in the motion to enter closed session were discussed during the 

closed session.  Approved with the following 4-0 vote:  
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Councilman Gravely, aye;  

Councilman Mei, aye;  

Vice Mayor Lawson, aye;  

Mayor Jones, aye.  

 

Council certifies that only business matters under the following:  

 

a.​ Discussion, consideration, or interviews of prospective candidates for 

employment; assignment, appointment, promotion, performance, 

demotion, salaries, disciplining, or resignation of specific public officers, 

appointees, or employees of any public body; In regards to School Board 

Appointments. 

b.​ Vice Mayor Lawson made a motion to Appoint Michael Williamson to the 

School Board for a term date ending on 06/30/2028 and seconded by 

Councilman Gravely. Approved with the following vote: Mayor Jones, aye; 

Councilman Gravely, aye; Councilman Mei, aye; Vice Mayor Lawson, aye.  

i.​ Vice Mayor Lawson later rescinded her motion upon 

recommendation by legal counsel, seconded by Councilman Mei. 

Approved with the following vote: Mayor Jones, aye; Councilman 

Gravely, aye; Councilman Mei, aye; Vice Mayor Lawson, aye.  

 

 

5:30 PM, New Business -  

a.​ Discuss and Consider a Resolution to Move July 8 Regular Council 

Meeting to the next Regular Council Meeting Date, July 22nd. 

i.​ Approved with a Motion by Vice Mayor Lawson and Second by 

Julian Mei. Approved with the following vote: Mayor Jones, aye; 

Councilman Gravely, aye; Councilman Mei, aye; Vice Mayor 

Lawson, aye.  

 

6PM, Adjournment  

a.​ Mayor Jones made the motion to adjourn at 6PM.  
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July 22nd, 2025 

Martinsville City Council  

Meeting Minutes 

 

 

5:30 PM Work Session: Room 208, Municipal Building 

1. Comprehensive Plan Briefing by Berkley Group 

Joint Update with Planning Commission 

a. Comprehensive Plan Update 

​ A joint meeting of the Martinsville City Council and Planning 

Commission was called to order at 5:30 PM. 

Attendance 

All members of City Council were present. A quorum of the Planning 

Commission was also established. 

Discussion: Comprehensive Plan Update 

Staff and consultants presented an overview of the Comprehensive Plan, which 

addresses the following key elements: 

●​ Community Health and Safety 

●​ Housing 

●​ Transportation 

●​ Future Land Use 

●​ Economy and Workforce Development 

●​ Natural and Historic Resources​
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Community Engagement Summary 

Three types of community engagement were conducted as part of the planning 

process: 

1.​ Community Drop-Ins​
 Held at: 

○​ Martinsville Middle School 

○​ YMCA 

○​ New College Institute (NCI) 

○​ Ground Floor Coffee Shop​
 

2.​ Public Survey​
 

○​ Open for 3 months 

○​ Conducted online and with printed handouts 

○​ 201 total responses received​
 

3.​ Focus Groups​
 

○​ Seven total 

○​ Included participants from: 

■​ Boards and Commissions 

■​ Economic Development Organizations 

■​ Students and Youth Stakeholders​
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Survey Findings 

Positive Community Attributes Identified: 

●​ Natural Beauty 

●​ Trails and Outdoor Recreation 

●​ Friendly Community 

●​ Affordability 

●​ Rich History and Culture 

●​ Proximity to Urban Areas 

●​ Small-Town Charm 

●​ Community Pride 

●​ Eagerness for Proactive Planning​
 

Identified Needs for Investment: 

●​ Public Schools 

●​ Hospitality Services 

●​ Family-Friendly Activities 

●​ Infrastructure Upgrades 

●​ Healthcare Access 

●​ Partnerships with Henry County and Regional Service Providers 

Top Priorities Expressed by Respondents: 

●​ Living-Wage Jobs and Career Advancement 

●​ Support for Small Businesses 

●​ Revitalization of Uptown 

●​ Youth Development Programs 

●​ Expansion of Arts and Cultural Resources 

●​ Wayfinding and Public Art 

●​ Creation of Third Spaces (e.g., parks, Ground Floor, mini-parks, patios) 

●​ Mental Health Services and Spaces 

●​ Youth Programs and Career Exploration 

●​ Parks and Recreation Facilities 

●​ Youth Business Development Workshops 

●​ Targeted Maternal Care Programs 
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Housing and Development Concerns: 

●​ Increased housing options 

●​ Reduced housing cost burden 

●​ Support for mixed-use and infill development 

●​ Addressing neglect in certain neighborhoods​
 

Key Plan Themes: “THRIVE” 

●​ Transformative Vision​
 

●​ Healthy Community​
 

●​ Resilient Economy​
 

●​ Intentional Development​
 

●​ Vibrant Uptown​
 

●​ Enhanced Infrastructure​
 

Additional Discussion 

Council and Planning Commission discussed the possibility of future solo 

meetings between the Planning Commission and the Berkeley Group. Staff 

noted that such meetings would require approval from City Council and an 

allocation of funding. 

The next City Council Comprehensive Plan Work Session with the Berkley 

Group is scheduled for October 28, 2025. 

2. Discuss Consent Agenda Items 

a. Discuss and Consider June 24, 2025 Meeting Minutes and June 

26, 2025 Meeting Minutes 

b. Discuss and Consider Appropriation Resolution 
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7:00 PM Regular Session: Council Chambers, Municipal Building 

1.​ Call to Order 

a.​ Mayor Jones called the meeting to order at 7pm. 

2.​ Pledge of Allegiance 

3.​ Invocation  

a.​ Councilwoman Lawson led the Invocation. 

4.​ Presentations and Proclamation  

a.​ Annual Comprehensive Financial Report (FY 24) 

i.​ No incidents of non-compliance.  

ii.​ Two deficiencies: Material Audit Adjustments, timely 

reimbursements for Grants. 

b.​ b. YOYO's Film -- Presentation of Local Film Being Produced 

(Filming July 28th - August 12th) 

i.​ Filming of a local movie showcasing the natural beauty of 

Martinsville. “Unpacking,” a political coming-home movie. A 

feature length film that will be submitted to festivals around 

the world. Currently in pre-production and photography will 

begin next Tuesday.  

c.​ Fire and Emergency Medical Services Update 

i.​ An update from the Fire Department that also included EMS 

updates. 2,574 total emergency responses, 328 Smoke 

Detector Installations and over 30 Car Seat Installations.  

5.​ Consent Agenda 

a.​ Discuss and Consider June 24, 2025 Meeting Minutes and June 

26, 2025 Meeting Minutes 

i.​ Motion to approve was made by Julian Mei and seconded by 

Vice Mayor Lawson. Motion was approved with the following 

5:0 vote; Councilman Rawls, aye; Councilman Gravely, aye; 

Councilman Mei, aye; Vice Mayor, Lawson aye; Mayor Jones, 

aye. 

b.​ Discuss and Consider Appropriation Resolution 

i.​ Motion to approve was made by Vice Mayor Lawson and 

seconded by Julian Mei. Motion was approved with the 

following 5:0 vote; Councilman Rawls, aye; Councilman 

Gravely, aye; Councilman Mei, aye; Vice Mayor, Lawson aye; 

Mayor Jones, aye. 
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6.​ Regular Agenda or New Business 

a.​  Hold Public Hearing for Request for Rezone and Council 

Discussion 

i.​ Public Hearing held for First Presbyterian Church.  

ii.​ Motion to Open Public Hearing made by Kathy Lawson and 

Seconded by Julian Mei. Motion was approved with the 

following 5:0 vote; Councilman Rawls, aye; Councilman 

Gravely, aye; Councilman Mei, aye; Vice Mayor, Lawson aye; 

Mayor Jones, aye. 

iii.​ Motion to Close Public Hearing was made by Julian Mei and 

seconded by Vice Mayor Lawson. Motion was approved with 

the following 5:0 vote; Councilman Rawls, aye; Councilman 

Gravely, aye; Councilman Mei, aye; Vice Mayor, Lawson aye; 

Mayor Jones, aye. 

iv.​ Motion to approve ordinance on first reading was made by 

Julian Mei and seconded by Vice Mayor Lawson. Motion was 

approved with the following 5:0 vote; Councilman Rawls, 

aye; Councilman Gravely, aye; Councilman Mei, aye; Vice 

Mayor, Lawson aye; Mayor Jones, aye. 

 

 

b.​ Hold Public Hearing for Request for Street Abandonment and 

Council Discussion 

i.​ Public Hearing held for Request of Right of Way 

Abandonment on East Church St.  

ii.​ Motion to Open Public Hearing Motion to approve was made 

by Julian Mei and seconded by Vice Mayor Lawson. Motion 

was approved with the following 5:0 vote; Councilman Rawls, 

aye; Councilman Gravely, aye; Councilman Mei, aye; Vice 

Mayor, Lawson aye; Mayor Jones, aye. 

iii.​ Motion to Close Public Hearing was made by Julian Mei and 

seconded by Vice Mayor Lawson. Motion was approved with 

the following 5:0 vote; Councilman Rawls, aye; Councilman 

Gravely, aye; Councilman Mei, aye; Vice Mayor, Lawson aye; 

Mayor Jones, aye. 
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iv.​ Motion to approve right of way abandonment and in the 

preparation of an ordinance request was made by Julian Mei 

and seconded by Vice Mayor Lawson. Motion was approved 

with the following 5:0 vote; Councilman Rawls, aye; 

Councilman Gravely, aye; Councilman Mei, aye; Vice Mayor, 

Lawson aye; Mayor Jones, aye. 

c.​ Discuss and Consider Setting August 28th as Community Meeting 

Date 

i.​ 5pm Precinct 4 Tour with a 6pm Meeting Start Time  

ii.​ Motion to approve was made by Julian Mei and seconded by 

Vice Mayor Lawson. Motion was approved with the following 

5:0 vote; Councilman Rawls, aye; Councilman Gravely, aye; 

Councilman Mei, aye; Vice Mayor, Lawson aye; Mayor Jones, 

aye. 

d.​ Discuss and Consider Setting a Special-Called Closed Session 

Meeting Date 

i.​ July 23rd at 5:15 pm. Open Session in Council Chambers 

and Closed Session Room 208  

1.​ Motion to alter closed session agenda language made 

by Aaron Rawls to set a special-called session for July 

23rd at 5:15pm with open session expected to resume 

before or around 6:15 pm in City Council Chambers 

and seconded by Kathy Lawson.  

2.​ Motion to add Addendum to Closed Session Meeting in 

regards to Opioid Litigation with an option to take 

action in Open Session made by Councilman Rawls 

and seconded by Kathy Lawson.  

 

e.​ Discuss and Consider Board Appointments 

i.​ School Board 

1.​ Motion to Appoint Michael Williamson to school board 

for a term ending in 06/30/2028 was made by Julian 

Mei and seconded by Vice Mayor Lawson. Motion was 

approved with the following 5:0 vote; Councilman 

Rawls, aye; Councilman Gravely, aye; Councilman 

Mei, aye; Vice Mayor, Lawson aye; Mayor Jones, aye. 
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ii.​ Planning Commission 

1.​ Motion to Appoint Brandon Martin to Planning 

Commission with a term ending in 12/31/2030 was 

made by Julian Mei and seconded by Vice Mayor 

Lawson. Motion was approved with the following 5:0 

vote; Councilman Rawls, aye; Councilman Gravely, 

aye; Councilman Mei, aye; Vice Mayor, Lawson aye; 

Mayor Jones, aye. 

iii.​ Board of Appeals  

1.​ Motion to Appoint Wayne Draper to Board of Appeals 

with a term ending 12/31/2030 was made by Kathy 

Lawson and seconded by Councilman Gravley. Motion 

was approved with the following 3:2 vote; Councilman 

Rawls, no; Councilman Gravely, aye; Councilman Mei, 

no; Vice Mayor, Lawson aye; Mayor Jones, aye. 

 

f.​ Discuss and Consider Drawn Together Project Hope Application for 

Project Hope Grant 

i.​ Interactive art on City areas. Chalkboard frames and shalk 

stations for interactive art on areas such as the Dick and 

Willie Trail. Through Harvest Project Hope Grant. 

ii.​ Asking for City Approval and Fiscal Support 

1.​ Motion to approve application and authorize Mayor to 

sign letter of support was made by Julian Mei and 

seconded by Vice Mayor Lawson. Motion was approved 

with the following 5:0 vote; Councilman Rawls, aye; 

Councilman Gravely, aye; Councilman Mei, aye; Vice 

Mayor, Lawson aye; Mayor Jones, aye. 
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g.​ Discuss and Consider Tree Boards' Application for Project Hope 

Grant 

i.​ Tree Board aims to have a Tree Giveaway in collaboration 

with Virginia Museum of Natural History through the Project 

Hope Grant. Grant request is for $12,500 to distribute 100 

native trees this October to City Residents.  

ii.​ Motion to approve application and authorize Mayor to sign 

letter of support was made by Vice Mayor Lawson and 

seconded by Julian Mei. Motion was approved with the 

following 5:0 vote; Councilman Rawls, aye; Councilman 

Gravely, aye; Councilman Mei, aye; Vice Mayor, Lawson aye; 

Mayor Jones, aye. 

h.​ Discuss and Consider Youth Advisory Committee's Application for 

Project Hope Grant 

i.​ The YAC aims to have a Movies in the Park series through a 

Project Hope Grant. 

ii.​ Motion to approve application and authorize Mayor to sign 

letter of support was made by Vice Mayor Lawson and 

seconded by Julian Mei. Motion was approved with the 

following 5:0 vote; Councilman Rawls, aye; Councilman 

Gravely, aye; Councilman Mei, aye; Vice Mayor, Lawson aye; 

Mayor Jones, aye. 

i.​ Discuss and Consider Sunsetting of Citizen Advisory Board and 

Emergency Housing and Community Support Commission 

i.​ Chairman of Emergency Housing and Community Support 

Commission would like to Sunset the board. 

ii.​ Motion to keep Boards the same made by Mayor Jones and 

seconded by Vice Mayor Lawson. Motion was approved with 

the following 5:0 vote; Councilman Rawls, aye; Councilman 

Gravely, aye; Councilman Mei, aye; Vice Mayor, Lawson aye; 

Mayor Jones, aye. 
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iii.​ Motion to Table Mayor’s motion for consideration at a later 

date made by Julian Mei and seconded by Mayor Jones. 

Motion was approved with the following 5:0 vote; 

Councilman Rawls, aye; Councilman Gravely, aye; 

Councilman Mei, aye; Vice Mayor, Lawson aye; Mayor Jones, 

aye. 

 

j.​ Discuss and Consider Authorizing the Mayor to Sign MiNet 

Environmental Review Record 

i.​ Motion to approve application and authorize Mayor to sign 

made by Aaron Rawls and seconded by Mayor Jones. Motion 

was approved with the following 5:0 vote; Councilman Rawls, 

aye; Councilman Gravely, aye; Councilman Mei, aye; Vice 

Mayor, Lawson aye; Mayor Jones, aye. 

k.​ Discuss and Consider March 17, 2025 Meeting Minutes 

i.​ Motion to approve minutes made by Kathy Lawson and 

Seconded by Rayshaun Gravley. Motion was approved with 

the following 3:1:1 vote: Councilman Rawls, abstain; 

Councilman Gravely, aye; Councilman Mei, no; Vice Mayor, 

Lawson aye; Mayor Jones, aye. 

ii.​ Amended Motion to ratify and confirm a change City 

Manager’s Salary to $215,000 and deferred compensation 

from $7,000 to $10,000 effective April 1, 2025.  Motion was 

approved with the following 3:2 vote; Councilman Rawls, no; 

Councilman Gravely, aye; Councilman Mei, no; Vice Mayor, 

Lawson aye; Mayor Jones, aye. 
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l.​ Discuss and Consider Refuse Ordinance 

i.​ Amended Motion: Motion to adopt Refuse Ordinance as 

written to be effective in ninety days upon this second 

reading made by Councilman Rawls and seconded by Julian 

Mei. Motion was approved with the following 5:0 vote; 

Councilman Rawls, aye; Councilman Gravely, aye; 

Councilman Mei, aye; Vice Mayor, Lawson aye; Mayor Jones, 

aye. 

 

m.​Discuss and Consider Temporary Space Solutions to Support 

Emergency Relocation Needs 

i.​ Emergency Relocation of City hall is now a more pressing 

issue. Second Floor, Administrative Staff relocating to a 

temporary location in order to allow for City Hall workers in 

the basement to move to more habitable working spaces. 

Office Options being considered: Patrick Henry Mall, 

Modular Trailers, and Clocktower.  

ii.​ Holding off on Council Action until Walk-Through and 

Proposed Lease being Reviewed by Legal Counsel, suggested 

by Sands Anderson.  

iii.​ Motion to start a negotiation pending Legal review and 

sign-off by the Attorney. Motion was approved with the 

following 5:0 vote; Councilman Rawls, aye; Councilman 

Gravely, aye; Councilman Mei, aye; Vice Mayor, Lawson aye; 

Mayor Jones, aye. 

 

n.​ Discuss and Consider Financing for Electric Department Indian 

Trail Transformer 

i.​ Motion to Approve Staff to obtain financing information for 

replacement project to be brought back to Council made by 

Kathy Lawson and seconded by Councilman Mei. Motion was 

approved with the following 5:0 vote; Councilman Rawls, 

aye; Councilman Gravely, aye; Councilman Mei, aye; Vice 

Mayor, Lawson aye; Mayor Jones, aye. 

 

 

Page 18 of 110



 

 

 

 

o.​ Discuss and Consider Wastewater Treatment Plant Emergency 

Repairs and Consider Funding Resolution 

i.​ Wastewater Treatment Plant Grit Remover has now 

experienced failure. Needs to be Repiped. This was an 

unexpected failure that was not captured in the Asset 

Management Plan.  

ii.​ Motion to approve Resolution approving funds for the repairs 

with the following motion made by Kathy Lawson and 

seconded by Julian Mei. Roll Call 5:0 vote; Councilman 

Rawls, aye; Councilman Gravely, aye; Councilman Mei, aye; 

Vice Mayor, Lawson aye; Mayor Jones, aye. 

 

7.​ City Hall Reporting  

8.​ Business from the Floor 

9.​ Comments from Council 

10.​ Comments from City Manager  

11.​ Adjournment  

a.​ Motion to recess until 5:15PM, July 23, 2025.  
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 July 23rd, 2025  

Martinsville City Council  

Special Called, Closed Session Meeting Minutes 

 

5:15pm, Call Open Session to Order - 

Martinsville Municipal Building; Council Chambers 

 

As a Continuation of the July 22, 2025 City Council Meeting, where the Special 

Called Meeting Date of July 23, 2025  was established  by City Council; A 

Special Called, Closed-Session Meeting was held at Martinsville Municipal 

Building, on July 23, 2025 at 5:15 PM. 

 

Council Members participating included Vice Mayor, Kathy Lawson; Julian Mei, 

Aaron Rawls, and Mayor LC Jones. Council Member Gravely entered executive 

session at 5:45PM. 

 

Call Open Session to Order: Mayor Jones called the meeting to order in 

Council Chambers and advised Council would go into Closed Session 

beginning at 5:15 PM.  In accordance with the Code of Virginia, Title 2.2 

Chapter 37, Freedom of Information Act and upon a motion by Council 

Member Lawson and seconded by Council Member Mei with the following 4-0 

recorded vote: Council Member Rawls, aye; Council Member Mei, aye; Mayor 

Jones, aye; Vice Mayor Lawson, aye; Council convened in Closed Session to 

discuss the following matters: 

a.​ Discussion, consideration, or interviews of prospective candidates for 

employment; assignment, appointment, promotion, performance, 

demotion, salaries, disciplining, or resignation of specific public officers, 

appointees, or employees of any public body; In regards to City Attorney 

and City Manager position. 

b.​ Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members or 

consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, where such 

consultation or briefing in open meeting would adversely affect the 

negotiating or litigating posture of the public body. In regards to Legal 

Briefings and ongoing Opioid Litigation. 
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5:15 PM, Closed Session -  

Martinsville Municipal Building; Room 208 

 

Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: 

 

a.​ Discussion, consideration, or interviews of prospective candidates for 

employment; assignment, appointment, promotion, performance, 

demotion, salaries, disciplining, or resignation of specific public officers, 

appointees, or employees of any public body; In regards to City Attorney 

and City Manager position. 

b.​ Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members or 

consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, where such 

consultation or briefing in open meeting would adversely affect the 

negotiating or litigating posture of the public body. In regards to Legal 

Briefings and ongoing Opioid Litigation. 

 

6:55 PM, Return to Open Session and Certification of Closed Session -  

Martinsville Municipal Building; Council Chambers 

 

With a Motion by Lawson and Second by Gravely, City Council certifies that 

only those matters permitted by the Code of Virginia Sec. 2.2-3711 and 

specifically referenced in the motion to enter closed session were discussed 

during the closed session.  Approved with the following 5-0 vote:  

 

Councilman Rawls, aye; 

Councilman Gravely, aye;  

Councilman Mei, aye;  

Vice Mayor Lawson, aye;  

Mayor Jones, aye.  

 

Council certifies that only business matters under the following:  

 

a.​ Discussion, consideration, or interviews of prospective candidates for 

employment; assignment, appointment, promotion, performance, 

demotion, salaries, disciplining, or resignation of specific public officers, 

appointees, or employees of any public body; In regards to City Attorney 

and City Manager position. 
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b.​ Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members or 

consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, where such 

consultation or briefing in open meeting would adversely affect the 

negotiating or litigating posture of the public body. In regards to Legal 

Briefings and ongoing Opioid Litigation. 

 

 

6:55 Take Any Action Necessary as a Result of Closed Session  

Martinsville Municipal Building; Council Chambers 

 

a.​ Discuss and Consider Resolution to approve the City of Martinsville's 

Participation in the Proposed Settlement of Opioid-Related Claims 

against Henry Schein, Inc., General Injectables & Vaccines, Inc, and 

Insource, Inc. 

i.​ Motion to authorize City Manager or City Attorney to sign 

Resolution made by Kathy Lawson and Second by Julian Mei.  

Approved with the following 5-0 vote: Councilman Rawls, aye; 

Councilman Gravely, aye; Councilman Mei, aye; Vice Mayor 

Lawson, aye; Mayor Jones, aye.  

 

 

b.​ Motion to take action regarding subsection A (Discussion, consideration, 

or interviews of prospective candidates for employment; assignment, 

appointment, promotion, performance, demotion, salaries, disciplining, 

or resignation of specific public officers, appointees, or employees of any 

public body; In regards to City Attorney and City Manager position.) in 

regards to City Manager position following Closed Session Discussion 

made by Vice Mayor Lawson 

i.​ Motion to allocate $20,000 from General Fund to Brown Edwards 

for the purpose of a Forensic Audit made by Councilman Rawls 

and Second by Councilman Mei.  

ii.​ Approved with the following 4-1 vote: Councilman Rawls, aye; 

Councilman Gravely, aye; Councilman Mei, aye; Vice Mayor 

Lawson, aye; Mayor Jones, nay  
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iii.​ Motion to place City Manager on administrative leave with pay 

effective immediately. Approved with the following 4-1 vote: 

Councilman Rawls, aye; Councilman Gravely, aye; Councilman 

Mei, aye; Vice Mayor Lawson, aye; Mayor Jones, nay.  

 

iv.​ Motion to appoint Chief Robert Fincher as Acting City Manager 

effective immediately until the next Regularly Scheduled Council 

Meeting made by Kahty Lawson and Second by Julian Mei. 

Approved with the following 5-0 vote: Councilman Rawls, aye; 

Councilman Gravely, aye; Councilman Mei, aye; Vice Mayor 

Lawson, aye; Mayor Jones, aye.  

 
 
Adjournment  

a.​ Mayor Jones made the motion to adjourn at 7:05 PM.  
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Item: 6.b. 

STAFF REPORT 

 
TO: City Council 
FROM: Robert Floyd, Director of Budget and Procurement 
SUBJECT: Discuss and Consider 1st Reading of Budget Appropriations for Debt Service, 
School Capital Projects, and Streets Funds 
STAFF/ DEPARTMENT RESPONSIBLE: Budget 
MEETING DATE: August 12, 2025 
 
BACKGROUND/HISTORY:  
As part of the FY2025-26 budget process, the transfer for the debt service for the General Fund 
and the Water & Sewer Fund were approved within the operating budget, but the transfer from 
each of those respective funds to the corresponding CIP Funds and the actual debt payments 
were not. This action is to ensure the appropriation of the transfers and payment for debt service 
are properly annotated within the general ledger. Also, during the FY2025-26 budget 
development process the City of Martinsville had not received the final authorized street 
payment amount from the Commonwealth of Virginia. Since the final amount had not been 
received, the City of Martinsville budgeted for the same amount ($4,442,000) that was utilized 
for FY2024-25 with the intent of bringing forth any additional amount for City Council to 
appropriate once the final amount was provided. The final amount approved was $4,765,175.14. 
The intention is to appropriate the difference which is $323,175.14. 
 
First Reading -- August 12, 2025 
Proposed Second Reading -- August 26, 2025 
 
POLICY EXPLANATION: 
In accordance with § 15.2-2506 of the Code of Virginia, only the governing body may authorize 
budget appropriations. Council approval is required to appropriate funds for this purchase 
 
FISCAL IMPACT/FUNDING SOURCE: 
 There is no fiscal impact as the expenses from the General Fund and the Water & Sewer Fund 
are already appropriated. This action is to appropriate the actual payments within the respective 
CIP Funds and the additional Streets Funds monies.  
Available Budget: General Fund to GF CIP Fund: $422,411.95 

Water & Sewer Fund to Water & Sewer CIP Fund: $1,074,126 
Streets Fund: $323,175.14  

Purchase Amount: N/A 
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ACTION REQUESTED/ALTERNATIVES 
1. City Council Approve the Appropriation Ordinance 
2. City Council Do Not Approve the Appropriation Ordinance 
3. Other Action as Determined by Council 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Ordinance to Amend Current FY25-26 clean 
2. FY 2026 Street Payments 
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AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING FUNDS IN THE CITY OF MARTINSVILLE, 
VIRGINIA FISCAL YEAR 2025-2026 BUDGET 

  WHEREAS, on May 20, 2025 the City Council (the “Council”) of the City of 
Martinsville, Virginia (the “City”) adopted the City’s fiscal year 2025-2026 budget 
ordinance; and, 

  WHEREAS, the Council desires to amend the City’s fiscal year 2025-2026 budget.  

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF MARTINSVILLE, VIRGINIA:  

The City of Martinsville’s 2025-2026 budget ordinance is amended as follows:  

1. The City’s Streets fund-420 revenue budget is increased in the amount of $323,175.14. 
2. The City’s Streets fund-420 expenditure budget is increased in the amount of 

$323,175.14 
3. The City’s General Fund Capital Project fund-16 revenue budget is increased in the 

amount of $422,411.95. 
4. The City’s General Fund Capital Project fund-16 expenditure budget is increased in the 

amount of $422,411.95 
5. The City’s Water & Sewer Capital Project fund-523 revenue budget is increased in the 

amount of $1,074,126.  
6. The City’s Water & Sewer Capital Project fund-523 expenditure budget is increased in 

the amount of $1,074,126.  
7. The School’s CIP fund-753 revenue budget is increased in the amount of $1,197,145.  
8. The School’s CIP fund-753 expenditure budget is increased in the amount of 

$1,197,145 
9. Funds are hereby appropriated in accordance with the above-described budget 

amendments. 
10. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately.  

********************** 

The members of Council voted as follows on the foregoing Ordinance: 

Ayes    Nays 

 

Absent   Abstentions 

 

Adopted this __ day of August, 2025 (first reading). 

Attest:  
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______________________________ 
Deputy Clerk of Council, City of Martinsville 
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NOTICE OF RESOLUTION NO. 2025-4 

A RESOLUTION TO MOVE THE REGULARLY SCHEDULED COUNCIL MEETING 
FROM SEPTEMBER 9th TO (DATE AS DECIDED AT COUNCIL MEETING) 

 

WHEREAS, the Martinsville City Council, in accordance with the Martinsville City Charter, 
sets a calendar of regular meetings during its organizational meeting each January, in 
accordance with § 15.2-1416 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended; and 

WHEREAS, the regular meeting of Council was previously set for Tuesday, September 9, 
2025; and 

WHEREAS, the Martinsville-Henry County Chamber of Commerce will be hosting their 
Annual Meeting on that date; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia: 

1. That the September 9, 2025 regular meeting of the Martinsville City Council is hereby 
canceled, and 

2. That all agenda items originally scheduled for September 9, 2025 shall be moved to the 
meeting date (DATE AS DECIDED AT COUNCIL MEETING) decided upon by Council at its 
August 12, 2025 Meeting Date, unless otherwise reassigned or postponed by Council action. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk shall provide public notice of this change in 
accordance with the Virginia Freedom of Information Act, § 2.2-3707(C) of the Code of 
Virginia. 

 

Adopted this 12th day of August 2025. 
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Item: 7.b. 

STAFF REPORT 

 
TO: City Council 
FROM: Kris Bridges, Building Official  
SUBJECT: Discuss and Consider Request for Rezone Ordinance -- First Presbyterian Church 
STAFF/ DEPARTMENT RESPONSIBLE: Community Development 
MEETING DATE: August 12, 2025 
 
BACKGROUND/HISTORY:  
The applicant, First Presbyterian Church currently owns approximately 10,000 square feet of 
unused classroom space. They are interested in leasing out the space to tenants for the use of 
professional offices, healthcare, and personal care facilities to generate income.  The property is 
currently zoned R-N, Neighborhood Residential, which does not allow for professional offices, 
healthcare, or personal care facilities. The applicants are requesting to rezone the property to R-
T, Residential Transitional, which is more flexible and will allow for the proposed uses. All 
tenants will be reviewed and approved by the church. No facilities involving drug or alcohol 
treatment or other uses inconsistent with church programs or a child day care will be considered.  
 
The R-T, Residential Transitional District is intended to serve as a transition between less 
intensively developed residential zoning districts and more intensively developed areas of the 
city, including commercial zoning districts. The district recognizes that certain appropriately 
located residential and non-residential uses may be compatible. If properly designed, managed, 
and maintained, they can offer a creative opportunity to enhance older, substantially developed 
neighborhoods with a workable and attractive mix of uses. 
 
First Reading -- July 22, 2025 
Second Reading -- August 12, 2025 
 
POLICY EXPLANATION: 
Pursuant to the authority granted under § 15.2-2286 of the Code of Virginia and in accordance 
with the City of Martinsville Zoning Ordinance, the proposed rezoning will be 
discussed under and in compliance with public notice and hearing requirements outlined in § 
15.2-2204 and § 15.2-2285 of the Code of Virginia. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT/FUNDING SOURCE: 
 Not Applicable.  
Available Budget: Not Applicable.  
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Purchase Amount: Not Applicable. 
 
 
ACTION REQUESTED/ALTERNATIVES 
1. City Council Approve Rezone Request and Adopt Ordinance on Second Reading 
2. City Council Do Not Approve Rezone Request and Do Not Adopt Ordinance on Second 
Reading 
3. Other Action as Determined Necessary by City Council 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. CC Meeting Materials_Patrick Henry Ave_072225_Hannah Powell 
2. 2025-5 Ordinance for Rezonings 
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STAFF REPORT 

 

1 

MEETINGS:  July 22, 2025 
 
TITLE: Public Hearing - Request for Rezone – 1901 Patrick Henry Avenue 
 
STAFF RESPONSIBLE Kris Bridges, Interim Managing Director of Community Development 

 
 

BACKGROUND/HISTORY 

 

First Presbyterian Church is requesting to rezone property located at 1901 Patrick Henry Avenue from R-N, 

Neighborhood Residential, to R-T, Residential Transitional.  The purpose of the rezone is to allow for 

professional office space on the property by-right, while still maintaining the primary residential element of 

the area. Due to lower membership in recent years, the church is looking for options to subsidize its 

income. They currently have a lot of empty space available and are interested in renting out the empty 

spaces for professional offices. Any potential renters will be thoroughly vetted by the church and they will 

not allow any renters that are not appropriate for a church environment or for the elementary school across 

the street.  

 

The City of Martinsville Planning Commission held a public hearing on June 18, 2025 to consider this 

request. The Planning Commission recommended approval of the request by a vote of 5-0 (1 absent). 

 

POLICY EXPLANATION 

 

The R-T, Residential Transitional District is intended to serve as a transition between less intensively 

developed residential zoning districts and more intensively developed areas of the city, including 

commercial zoning districts. The district recognizes that certain appropriately located residential and non-

residential uses may be compatible. If properly designed, managed, and maintained, they can offer a 

creative opportunity to enhance older, substantially developed neighborhoods with a workable and 

attractive mix of uses. 

Properties zoned for the R-T, Neighborhood Transitional District are primarily located at the edges of the 

uptown business district, and in areas where established residential neighborhoods interface with major 

streets and entrance corridors. 
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STAFF REPORT 

2 

FISCAL IMPACT/FUNDING SOURCE 

NA 

AVAILABLE BUDGET 
NA 

PURCHASE AMOUNT 
NA 

ACTION REQUESTED/ALTERNATIVES: 

1. City Council Approve _____X_____

2. Do not Approve __________

3. Other Action as directed by City Council

ATTACHMENTS: 

• Planning Commission Staff Report

• Rezone Application

• Aerial Map

• Property Card 
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Department of Community Development, 55 W. Church Street Martinsville VA 24112, 276-403-5156 
 

 

 

Date:  June 4, 2025 

 

To:  Martinsville Planning Commission 

 

CC:   Kris Bridges, Zoning Administrator 

 

From:  Hannah L. Powell, Community Development Specialist 

 

RE:  Application for Rezoning – First Presbyterian Church 

 

BACKGROUND: 

The applicant, First Presbyterian Church currently owns approximately 10,000 square feet of unused 

classroom space. They are interested in leasing out the space to tenants for the use of professional offices, 

healthcare, and personal care facilities to generate income.  

 

The property is currently zoned R-N, Neighborhood Residential, which does not allow for professional 

offices, healthcare, or personal care facilities. The applicants are requesting to rezone the property to R-T, 

Residential Transitional, which is more flexible and will allow for the proposed uses. All tenants will be 

reviewed and approved by the church. No facilities involving drug or alcohol treatment or other uses 

inconsistent with church programs or a child day care will be considered.  

 

RESIDENTIAL TRANSITIONAL (R-T) DISTRICT PURPOSE AND INTENT: 

The R-T, Transitional Residential District (replacing the formerly P-1, P-2 or RP-1 Districts) is intended 

to serve as a transition between less intensively developed residential zoning districts and more 

intensively developed areas of the city, including commercial zoning districts. The district recognizes that 

certain appropriately located residential and non-residential uses may be compatible. If properly designed, 

SUBJECT: 

REQUEST for REZONE- Application of First Presbyterian Church, Applicant and Owner, 

requesting to rezone property located at 1901 Patrick Henry Avenue from R-N, Neighborhood 

Residential, to R-T, Residential Transitional.  The rezoning of property is a request that requires 

review by the Martinsville Planning Commission and review and approval of Martinsville City 

Council.  
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managed, and maintained, they can offer a creative opportunity to enhance older, substantially developed 

neighborhoods with a workable and attractive mix of uses. 

Properties zoned for the R-T, Neighborhood Transitional District are primarily located at the edges of the 

uptown business district, and in areas where established residential neighborhoods interface with major 

streets and entrance corridors. 

The R-T District allows certain residential uses in combination with non-residential uses including 

personal service uses, health care uses, and professional office uses that can complement established 

residential neighborhoods and serve neighborhood residents in a convenient and attractive way. Large 

scale retail uses are not permitted in the district, but neighborhood restaurants and coffee shops are 

encouraged. Individual projects are limited to a floor area ratio (FAR) equal to 0.25 with individual non-

residential establishments limited to five thousand (5,000) square feet gross floor area. 

The intent of the district is also to encourage attractive redevelopment and revitalization of the existing 

uses, allow for creative infill development, preserve existing natural features and vegetation, promote 

high quality site planning and architectural design, facilitate the efficient layout and orientation of utilities 

and community infrastructure. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Adjoining property owners were notified of this rezone request. As of the date of this report, staff has not 

received any comments or concerns from adjoining property owners. 

 

Staff recommends approval of the rezoning request, finding that the request will promote the health, 

safety, and general welfare of the public and assist in the implementation of the City’s adopted 

Comprehensive Plan for the orderly future development of the City.  

  

NEXT STEPS:  

Planning Commission will hold a public hearing to consider the Right of Way Abandonment request and 

make a recommendation to City Council. The Planning Commission will either recommend approval, 

denial, or to delay action. Once the Planning Commission makes a recommendation of approval or denial, 

a public hearing will be held before City Council for their final decision of approval or denial of the request.  

 

SUGGESTED MOTIONS: 

 

(APPROVE) I make a motion to recommend APPROVAL of the rezoning request, finding that the 

request as presented on June 18, 2025 will promote the health, safety, and general welfare of the public 

and assist in the implementation of the City’s adopted Comprehensive Plan for the orderly future 

development of the City.  

 

      OR 

(DENY) I make a motion to recommend DENIAL of the rezoning request, finding that the request as 

presented on June 18, 2025 will NOT promote the health, safety, and general welfare of the public and 

assist in the implementation of the City’s adopted Comprehensive Plan for the orderly future development 

of the City.  

Page 54 of 110



Department of Community Development, 55 W. Church Street Martinsville VA 24112, 276-403-5156 
 

 

OR 

(DELAY ACTION) I make a motion to delay action on this request until the Planning Commission can be 

provided with more information to effectively make a recommendation. 

 

 

Attachments: 

Rezoning Application  

Vicinity Map 

GIS Property Card 
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1901 PATRICK HENRY AVENUE 

AERIAL MAP 
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ORDINANCE 2025-5 

 

1 

 

ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING DISTRICT MAP  
OF THE CITY OF MARTINSVILLE, VIRGINIA  

TO REZONE PARCEL 45 (03)00 01A, 45 (03)00 01B, AND 350 (03) 00 C-5B 
FROM THE “R-N, NEIGHBORHOOD RESIDENTIAL”  

TO THE "R-T RESIDENTIAL TRANSITIONAL"  
 

WHEREAS, the First Presbyterian Church (the "Applicant") owns certain real property 
located, lying and being in the City of Martinsville, Virginia, described as being Tax Map 
Numbers 45 (03)00 01A, 45 (03)00 01B, and 350 (03) 00 C-5B, containing 10,000 square ft., 
more or less and as shown on that portion of the Zoning District Map of the City of Martinsville, 
Virginia (the "Zoning Map") (the "Property"); and  
 

WHEREAS, the Applicant has filed an application with the City, dated May 15, 2025, 
requesting that the Property be rezoned and reclassified from the from the R-N Neighborhood 
Residential District to the R-T Residential Transitional District, to allow for development or use 
underutilized office/classroom space, upon issuance of a conditional use permit (the "Request") 
as set forth and provided for in the Zoning Ordinance; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Martinsville City Planning Commission, after giving proper notice as 
required by Virginia Code §§ 15.2-2204 and 15.2-2285, held a public hearing on June 18, 2025 
to receive public comments on the Request; and 

 
WHEREAS, on June 18, 2025, the Planning Commission voted to recommend approval 

of the Request to City Council; and   
 
WHEREAS, on July 22, 2025, the City Council for the City of Martinsville held a public 

hearing to receive public comments on the Request; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council, after considering the Request of the Owner, the 

recommendation made by the Planning Commission, the City’s Comprehensive Plan, the 
comments presented during the public hearings, the reports and recommendations of City staff, 
and the purposes and factors contained in Virginia Code §§ 15.2-2283 and 15.2-2284, has 
determined that the Request should be approved; and  

 
WHEREAS, the City Council has also determined that the public necessity, 

convenience, general welfare and good zoning practice of the City require and support the 
rezoning requested and affected by this Ordinance. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Martinsville, 

that the Request to rezone and reclassify the Property from the “R-N Neighborhood Residential 
District” to the “R-T Residential Transitional District” is approved; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that the Zoning Map, adopted and made a part of the 

Zoning Ordinance of the City of Martinsville, Virginia, Appendix B of the Martinsville City 
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ORDINANCE 2025-5 

 

2 

 

Code (the "Zoning Ordinance"), is hereby amended to rezone and reclassify the Property from 
the “R-N Neighborhood Residential District” to the “R-T Residential Transitional District” and 

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that the City's Zoning Administrator is directed to 

record and reference the foregoing amendment to the official Zoning Map of the City; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that the Zoning Ordinance is hereby amended as 

necessary to accommodate the foregoing amendment to the Zoning Map, and the area rezoned 
shall hereinafter be subject to the conditions herein imposed and otherwise subject to the uses, 
restrictions and conditions applicable to “R-T Residential Transitional District” contained in the 
Zoning Ordinance and to all other laws and ordinances applicable to real estate generally in such 
zones or districts; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that nothing contained herein affects, modifies, alters 

or repeals any restrictions, reservations, covenants or conditions imposed upon the Property by 
any deed, conveyance or other instrument in the chain of title thereto; and   

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that the purpose of this Ordinance is limited to the 

approval of the rezoning Request, and that nothing contained in this Ordinance shall be 
interpreted as the consent to or approval of any other matters or requirements relating to the 
Property; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that the Applicant shall pay to the City all fees, costs, 

and expenses required by local ordinance, rule or policy in the processing, advertisement, and 
consideration of the Request; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that failure of the Owner to pay all fees, costs, and 

expenses in accordance with the foregoing paragraph shall render this Ordinance null and void, 
and the Ordinance shall not be recorded; provided, however, that a notation on this Ordinance 
executed by the City Clerk that all such fees, costs, and expenses have been paid by the Owner 
shall conclusively establish that this Ordinance is effective and in all respects valid and binding; 
and 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect 
upon the date of its adoption, provided that all fees, costs, and expenses as outlined above have 
been paid, and the same shall be recorded in the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court of the City of 
Martinsville, Virginia, at the expense of the Applicant.  

 
That this Ordinance is authorized and enacted pursuant to the authority established and 

provided for pursuant to the provisions of Title 15.2 of the Code of Virginia, and the Zoning 
Ordinance of the City of Martinsville, Virginia. 
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ORDINANCE 2025-5 

 

3 

 

The members of Council voted as follows on the foregoing Ordinance: 

Ayes    Nays 

 

 

Absent   Abstentions 

 

Approved upon first reading the ___ day of _____, 2025.   

 

Adopted this __ day of _____, 2025 (second reading). 

Attest:  
 
______________________________ 
Deputy Clerk of Council, City of Martinsville 
 

CERTIFICATE 

 

I, ____________________________, Clerk of the City Council of the City of 
Martinsville, Virginia (the “City”), hereby certify that attached hereto is a true and correct copy 
of an Ordinance adopted by the City Council of the City of Martinsville on the ______ day of 
___________, 2025. 

 

 

__________________________________________ 

Deputy Clerk, City Council 

City of Martinsville, Virginia                                                      
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Item: 7.c. 

STAFF REPORT 

 
TO: City Council 
FROM: Kris Bridges, Building Official  
SUBJECT: Discuss and Consider Request for Street Abandonment Ordinance --1009 E. Church 
Street 
STAFF/ DEPARTMENT RESPONSIBLE: Community Development 
MEETING DATE: August 12, 2025 
 
BACKGROUND/HISTORY:  
Application of Broadway 400, LLC, requesting the city’s abandonment of an approximate (150) 
foot right-of-way that is adjacent to property located at 1009 E. Church Street. The abandonment 
of streets, alleyways, or rights-of-way are a request that require review of the Martinsville 
Planning Commission and review and approval of Martinsville City Council.  
 
There is currently a designated right-of-way located adjacent to and in front of property at 1009 
E. Church Street. The applicant, Broadway 400 LLC, is requesting that the city abandon this 
right-of-way due to its lack of use over the years since it was dedicated. The applicant is also 
interested in purchasing the lot adjacent to the right-of-way, owned by the City of Martinsville, 
located at 1020 E. Church Street, if the right-of-way abandonment request is granted. The 
applicant feels that these actions will generate revenue for the city as well as open the way for 
future development in the area.   
 
First Reading -- July 22, 2025 
Second Reading -- August 12, 2025 
 
POLICY EXPLANATION: 
In Virginia, a city can legally abandon a public right-of-way, street or alleyway by passing an 
ordinance after holding a public hearing with proper notice. This process is outlined in state law, 
Virginia Code § 15.2-2006. Formal action is required for legal abandonment and once 
abandoned, the city gives up all rights to the land and ownership. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT/FUNDING SOURCE: 
 N/A  
Available Budget: N/A  
Purchase Amount: N/A 
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ACTION REQUESTED/ALTERNATIVES 
1. City Council Approve Right of Way Abandonment Request and Ordinance on Second 
Reading 
2. City Council Do Not Approve Right of Way Abandonment Request and Ordinance on Second 
Reading 
3. Other Action as Deemed Necessary by City Council 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. CC Legal Ad_July 2025 
2. CC Meeting Materials_ROW_072225_Hannah Powell 
3. Ordinance of Vacation (Martinsville, 1009 Church Street) 
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Notice of Public Hearing

Martinsville City Council will hold a public hearing on July 22, 2025, beginning 
at 7:00 p.m. in Council Chambers of the City of Martinsville Municipal Building 
located at 55 W. Church Street, Martinsville, VA, 24112, for those parties in 
interest to the following request(s):

1) REQUEST for STREET ABANDONMENT- Application of Broadway 400, 
LLC, requesting the city’s abandonment of an approximate (150) foot 
right-of-way that is adjacent to property located at 1009 E. Church 
Street. The abandonment of streets, alleyways, or rights-of-way are a 
request that require review of the Martinsville Planning Commission and 
review and approval of Martinsville City Council.

2) REQUEST for REZONE- Application of First Presbyterian Church, 
Applicant and Owner, requesting to rezone property located at 1901 
Patrick Henry Avenue from R-N, Neighborhood Residential, to R-T, 
Residential Transitional.  The rezoning of property is a request that 
requires review by the Martinsville Planning Commission and review and 
approval of Martinsville City Council. 

Questions or comments regarding this matter can be directed to Hannah 
Powell at hpowell@martinsvilleva.gov or (276) 403-5156.

Notice Submitted By:

Hannah L. Powell, CZA
Community Development Specialist

Henry County Enterprise Publication Dates:

Saturday, July 5, 2025

Saturday, July 12, 2025
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STAFF REPORT 

 

1 

MEETINGS:  July 22, 2025 
 
TITLE: Public Hearing - Request for Right of Way Abandonment- E. Church St. 
 
STAFF RESPONSIBLE Kris Bridges, Interim Managing Director of Community Development 

 
 

BACKGROUND/HISTORY 

 

Broadway 400, LLC, is requesting the city’s abandonment of an approximate (150) foot right-of-way that is 

adjacent to property located at 1009 E. Church Street. The applicant is interested in obtaining the right-of-

way because it currently serves no purpose and is an insignificant amount of property. The applicant is also 

interested in possibly obtaining the property adjacent to the right-of-way (1020 Lot E. Church Street) that is 

city owned, and potentially open the area up for future development. The applicant has not been clear on 

their development plans for the future and currently has no plan of action for the property. 

The abandonment of streets, alleyways, or rights-of-way are a request that require review by the 

Martinsville Planning Commission and review and approval of Martinsville City Council. 

The City of Martinsville Planning Commission held a public hearing on June 18, 2025 to consider this 

request. The Planning Commission recommended approval of the request by a vote of 5-0 (1 absent). 

 

 

POLICY EXPLANATION 

 

In Virginia, a city can legally abandon a public right-of-way, street or alleyway by passing an ordinance 

after holding a public hearing with proper notice. This process is outlined in state law, Virginia Code 

§ 15.2-2006. Formal action is required for legal abandonment and once abandoned, the city gives up all 

rights to the land and ownership.   
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STAFF REPORT 

 

2 

FISCAL IMPACT/FUNDING SOURCE 

NA 
 
 

AVAILABLE BUDGET 
NA 

PURCHASE AMOUNT 
NA 

 

 

ACTION REQUESTED/ALTERNATIVES: 

1. City Council Approve _____X_____ 

2. Do not Approve __________ 

3. Other Action as directed by City Council 
 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 

• Planning Commission Staff Report 

• Right of Way Abandonment Application 

• Aerial Map 

• Adjacent Property Card 
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Department of Community Development, 55 W. Church Street Martinsville VA 24112, 276-403-5156 
 

 

 

Date:  June 4, 2025 

 

To:  Martinsville Planning Commission 

 

CC:   Kris Bridges, Zoning Administrator 

 

From:  Hannah L. Powell, Community Development Specialist 

 

RE:  Application for Right of Way Abandonment – Sammy Wright (agent for applicant) 

 

BACKGROUND: 

There is currently a designated right-of-way located adjacent to and in front of property at 1009 E. Church 

Street. The applicant, Broadway 400 LLC, is requesting that the city abandon this right-of-way due to its 

lack of use over the years since it was dedicated. The applicant is also interested in purchasing the lot 

adjacent to the right-of-way, owned by the City of Martinsville, located at 1020 E. Church Street, if the 

right-of-way abandonment request is granted. The applicant feels that these actions will generate revenue 

for the city as well as open the way for future development in the area.  

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff has no recommendation to offer on this request due to a lack of information and a plan for the future 

of this area. Staff does recommend that a current survey be completed by the applicant if the right-of-way 

abandonment request is granted.  

 

NEXT STEPS:  

Planning Commission will hold a public hearing to consider the Right of Way Abandonment request and 

make a recommendation to City Council. The Planning Commission will either recommend approval, 

SUBJECT: 

REQUEST for RIGHT OF WAY ABANDONMENT- Application of Broadway 400, LLC, 

requesting the city’s abandonment of an approximate (150) foot right-of-way that is adjacent to 

property located at 1009 E. Church Street. The abandonment of streets, alleyways, or rights-of-way are 

a request that require review of the Martinsville Planning Commission and review and approval of 

Martinsville City Council. 
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Department of Community Development, 55 W. Church Street Martinsville VA 24112, 276-403-5156 
 

denial, or to delay action. Once the Planning Commission makes a recommendation of approval or denial, 

a public hearing will be held before City Council the following month for their final decision of approval 

or denial of the request.  

 

SUGGESTED MOTIONS: 

 

(APPROVE) I make a motion to recommend APPROVAL of the right of way abandonment request, 

finding that the request as presented on June 18, 2025 will promote the health, safety, and general welfare 

of the public and assist in the implementation of the City’s adopted Comprehensive Plan for the orderly 

future development of the City.  

 

      OR 

(DENY) I make a motion to recommend DENIAL of the right of way abandonment request, finding that 

the request as presented on June 18, 2025 will NOT promote the health, safety, and general welfare of the 

public and assist in the implementation of the City’s adopted Comprehensive Plan for the orderly future 

development of the City.  

 

OR 

(DELAY ACTION) I make a motion to delay action on this request until the Planning Commission can be 

provided with more information to effectively make a recommendation. 

 

 

Attachments: 

Right of Way Abandonment Application  

Vicinity Map 

GIS Property Card 
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ROW ADJACENT TO 1009 E CHURCH STREET 

AERIAL MAP 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2025-11 
 

ORDINANCE OF VACATION OF A PORTION  
OF THE UNUTILIZED RIGHT-OF-WAY 

IN THE VICINITY OF 1009 E. CHURCH STREET  
IN THE CITY OF MARTINSVILLE, VIRGINIA 

 
 WHEREAS, B r o a d w a y  4 0 0 ,  L L C ,  (the "Applicant"), record owner of the real 
property located at 1009 E. Church Street, has filed an application with the City of Martinsville, 
Virginia (the "City") requesting the City to vacate a portion of the right of way of  Street, and to 
transfer title therein to the Applicant; and, 
   
 WHEREAS, the real property in subject to the Applicant’s request consists of 
approximately 150 feet in width and running adjacent to 1009 E. Church Street, as more 
specifically described in the application filed by the Applicant, (the “Property”); and,  
 
 WHEREAS, the Applicant is the owner of real property bordering upon the Property and 
described as Tax Map Nos. 26 (06 )00 /01; and  
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Virginia Code § 15.2-2006 et seq., the City is authorized to vacate 
or alter its public rights-of-way, subject to such conditions as determined by the City Council of 
the City of Martinsville, Virginia (the "City Council"); and, 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Virginia Code §§ 15.2-2100 and 15.2-2008, the City is authorized 
to convey its streets or other public places, upon a three-fourths vote of City Council; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with Virginia Code § 15.2-2006, the City Council held a public 
hearing on the proposed vacation of the Property at its meeting held July 22, 2025, after notice as 
required by law; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, in addition to notice of the public hearing, the City also provided notice of 
the proposed vacation to the property owners adjacent to the Property; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, upon the above notices and public hearing, the City Council did not receive 
any objections to the proposed vacation, and referral of the matter to a Board of Viewers was not 
deemed necessary, as the Property in question has not been previously developed as a public street 
or actually used by the public as a public street; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, it appears to City Council that no public utilities would be affected by the 
proposed vacation, nor would any public inconvenience result by vacation of the Property and 
further that it would be advantageous to return the Property to the tax rolls by approving the 
vacation and transfer of the Property as requested by the Applicant; and, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Martinsville 
that the vacation and sale of the Property is hereby approved, subject to the following conditions: 
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  Ord. No. 2025-7 
 1. That within ninety (90) days of the adoption of this Ordinance, the Applicant, at its 
sole expense, shall have a final survey prepared of the Property; and, 
 
 2. That within one hundred eighty (180) days of the adoption of this Ordinance, the 
Applicant shall pay the City an amount to be approved by the City Council at a public meeting; 
and, 
 
 3. That the Applicant shall provide the City with a copy of the final survey of the 
Property for purposes of preparing the deed of vacation; and, 
 
 4. That within twelve (12) months of the adoption of this Ordinance, the Applicant 
shall record this Ordinance, together with the deed of vacation and final plat, in the Martinsville 
City Circuit Court Clerk's Office; provided, however, that this Ordinance shall not be recorded 
until all conditions contained herein have been met; and, 
 
 5. That the Applicant shall be responsible for all costs associated with the preparation 
and recordation of this Ordinance, the final survey, and the deed of vacation; and, 
 
 6. That failure of the Applicant to satisfy any condition contained herein shall render 
this Ordinance, and any deed of vacation, null and void and of no force and effect; provided, 
however, that in the event that an appeal of this Ordinance is filed pursuant to Virginia Code  
§ 15.2-2006, performance of the above conditions shall be stayed during the pendency of the 
appeal and all time periods contained in this Ordinance shall begin to run from the date that the 
City gives written notice to the Applicant that the appeal has been concluded.    
 
 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Martinsville that the Acting 
City Manager is hereby authorized to take such actions and execute such documents on behalf of 
the City as are necessary to effectuate the purposes of this Ordinance, including, but not limited 
to, execution of one or more deeds of vacation, subject to review and approval by the City 
Attorney.    

Date of Adoption:  ________________________                
 
Recorded Roll Call Votes: 
 
Mayor L.C. Jones:    ____     
Vice Mayor Kathy Lawson:   ____     
Council Member Aaron Rawls:  ____     
Council Member Julian Mei:   ____     
Council Member Rayshaun Gravely:  ____     
 

    
 
 
       ATTEST: 
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  Ord. No. 2025-7 
 
 
 
       _________________________________ 
       City Clerk 
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Item: 7.d. 

STAFF REPORT 

 
TO: City Council 
FROM: Hannah Powell, Community Development Specialist 
SUBJECT: Discuss and Consider Arts and Cultural Committee's Request to Apply for Harvest 
PUP Grant 
STAFF/ DEPARTMENT RESPONSIBLE: Boards and Commissions 
MEETING DATE: August 12, 2025 
 
BACKGROUND/HISTORY:  
Presented by Board Chair, Kathleen McEvoy 
 
The Martinsville Arts & Cultural Committee is exploring the implementation of a community-
focused public art initiative in partnership with Noblewins Products and inspired by the concepts 
presented in the attached Art Project Guide. This guide outlines creative approaches to 
transforming functional outdoor benches and structures into vibrant works of art, serving both 
aesthetic and community-building purposes.  
 
The project would invite local artists, schools, and community groups to submit mural designs 
that could be painted directly onto pre-primed benches or applied using high-quality vinyl wraps. 
The goal is to celebrate local identity, beautify public spaces, and engage residents in the creative 
process.  
 
Key elements from the guide—such as artist call-outs, design mockups, recommended materials, 
and application techniques—will help inform Martinsville’s approach. By implementing this 
project, the Committee hopes to foster civic pride and create a visible, lasting impact through 
public art installations across the city.  
 
The Arts & Cultural Committee intends to pursue external grant funding, applying for the PUP 
Grant offered by The Harvest Foundation to cover all project costs, including materials, artist 
stipends, and installation. No local or municipal funding will be requested. This approach 
ensures that the project supports Martinsville’s cultural development without placing any 
financial burden on the city or its residents.   
 
POLICY EXPLANATION: 
Applying for the PUP grant offered by The Harvest Foundation. 
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FISCAL IMPACT/FUNDING SOURCE: 
 Not applicable.   
Available Budget: There is currently no available budget for the Arts & Cultural 

Committee or community art projects.  
Purchase Amount: Not applicable.  
 
 
ACTION REQUESTED/ALTERNATIVES 
1. City Council Approve Request to Apply  
2. City Council Do Not Approve Request to Apply 
3. Other Action as Requested by City Council  
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Noblewins_-_2025_Product_Catalog_Hannah Powell 
2. Examples_Hannah Powell - Copy 
3. Art_Project_Guide_Hannah Powell 
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2025 catalog
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2025 catalog

Thank You for Exploring Noblewins.

Your time and interest mean a lot to us. At Noblewins,
we craft outdoor furniture that’s built to last and

designed to inspire – blending durability, art, and
sustainability into every piece.

We believe outdoor spaces should be as timeless as the
materials we use. Whether you're envisioning a bold

gathering spot or adding public art to your
community, we’re excited to be part of your journey.

Let’s create something lasting together.
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2025 catalog

Secondary Materials

Primary Material

upcycled pvc
a sustainable, low-
maintenance finish
that mimics natural

wood. will not
splinter, warp or fade.

Aluminum
Frames 

Lightweight, rust-
resistant, and built
to provide lasting

structural support
in any environment

Stainless Steel
Fasteners 

Corrosion-resistant and
built to withstand the

harshest outdoor
conditions for lasting
strength and stability

Retired Wind Turbine Blade

3-5" thick fiberglass

Extremely durable

No maintenance

No rust or corrosion

Moisture resistant

performs in all climates

customer benefits
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2025 catalog

Finishes
We complete each piece with an anti-graffiti finish, using a two-
part epoxy paint designed to withstand harsh environments.

Primed
A blank canvas for artistic expression

Stone Timber
A light beige with

subtle undertones
that adds comfort

to any space

A dark brown that
adds warmth and

richness to outdoor
spaces
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2025 catalog

primed projects
Empower Your Community. Turn Your Spaces Into Statements.
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2025 catalog

width: 72-84"
depth: 30"

height: 40"
seat height: 18"

weight:  1200 lbs

width: 72-84"
depth: 24"

height: 40"
seat height: 18"
weight: 400 lbs

width: 60-72"
depth: 24"

height: 21"
seat height: 18"
weight: 400 lbs

width: 8'
table depth: 40"

  table height: 32.5" 
seat depth: 17"

seat height: 18"
weight: 850 lbs

open collection

yosemite
$3,775

big bend
$3,975

Zion
$7,475

sequoia
$4,975

..
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yosemite
$3,775

width: 60-72"
depth: 24"
height: 21"

seat height: 18"
weight: 400 lbs
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big bend
$3,975

width: 60-72"
depth: 24"

height: 40"
seat height: 18"
weight: 400 lbs
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Zion
$7,475

width: 8'
table depth: 40"
table height: 32.5" 

seat depth: 17"
seat height: 18"
weight: 850 lb

..
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sequoia
$4,975

width: 72-84"
depth: 30"

height: 40"
seat height: 18"

weight:  1200 lbs
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2025 catalog

arch
$7,975

everglade
$7,975

shaded collection

seat height: 18"
seat width: 77"

weight: 2000 lbs
width: 90-96"

depth: 36"
Height: 80-86"

acadia
$5,995

Limited supply
primed only

width: 50-70"
depth: 30"

height: 91-112"
seat height: 18"

weight: 550-650 lbs

seat height: 18"
seat width: 48"

weight: 2000 lbs
width: 90-96"

Depth: 36"
Height: 80-86"
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arch
$7,975

width: 90-96"
depth: 36"

height: 80-86"
seat height: 18"
seat width: 77"

weight: 2000 lbsPage 89 of 110



everglade
$7,975

width: 90-96"
depth: 36"

height: 80-86"

seat height: 18"
seat width: 48"

weight: 2000 lbs
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acadia
$5,995

limited supply
primed finish only

width: 50-70"
depth: 30"

height: 91-112"
seat height: 18"

weight: 550-650 lbs
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2025 catalog

Feature Noblewins
Composite

Wood Concrete Metal Traditional
Wood

Average Cost $6,000 $3,000 $5,000 $3,500 $2,000

Maintenance
Cost $0 $250/year $240/year $320/year $520/year

Replacement
Cycle None 2x 2x 2-3x 3x

Total 25-Year
Cost $6,000 $9,250 $11,000 $11,500 $15,000

cost comparison
What Will Your Bench Cost Over 25 Years?

Why Choose Noblewins
Lowest Total Cost – No maintenance or replacements needed over 25
years
No Assembly Required – Delivered fully built and ready to install
Durability That Lasts – Built to withstand the elements and heavy use
Outperforms Traditional Options – Replaces 2-3 wood, metal, or
concrete benches
Public Art Ready – Custom-painted options turn seating into lasting
community art
Sustainable Choice – Made from upcycled wind turbine blades
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Limited time specials
Expiring July 31

Pilot Program Discount
5% off your first order

Primed Discount
10% off any pieces in the Primed finish

Bulk Discount
15% off total orders of 8+ products

limited production slots available
12-16 week lead time
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2025 catalog

ready to bring your vision to life?

📞 (440) 306-9006
✉️ info@noblewins.com

Crafted with purpose. 
Built to last. 

Designed to inspire.
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Turning Your Bench Into Functional Art

Surface Info
To ensure the best results, please follow these guidelines:

Paint within 30 days of delivery for optimal adhesion and durability.

If the product is stored indoors and protected from moisture and

sunlight, it may last longer - but the surface must remain clean and

dry.

If painting after 60 days, we recommend a light sanding or cleaning

to remove any dust or surface breakdown before applying paint.

If your product arrives wrapped, remove all wrapping immediately

upon delivery. Leaving it wrapped can trap moisture and damage

the primer.

Design Mockups & Artist Call-Outs
We invite schools, artists, and community groups to submit mural designs for Noblewins pieces - each product is a

unique canvas for creative expression. Product images for design mockups follow this one-pager. Artists can sketch

directly on them, overlay digital designs, or submit concept art.

Vinyl Wrapping (Alternative to Painting)
Recommended Vinyl Materials

3M Controltac Graphic Film IJ180

Avery Dennison MPI 1105 SuperCast

Orajet 3951RA + Oraguard 290 laminate

Application Tips

Clean surface thoroughly

Apply between 60°F-80°F

Use heat guns and tools for curves

Laminate for UV/graffiti protection

Painting a Mural
Step 1: Prep the Surface

Wipe clean with a damp cloth

If dusty or slick, lightly scuff with 220-grit sandpaper and wipe again

Ensure the surface is dry before painting

Step 2: Recommended Paints

Sherwin-Williams Resilience, SuperPaint, or Duration Exterior Acrylic

Nova Color Acrylic Artist Paints

Behr Ultra or Marquee Exterior Acrylic Latex

Step 3: Optional Clear Coat for Protection

Sher-Clear 1K (Sherwin-Williams)

World’s Best Graffiti Coating

Golden MSA Varnish (Gloss or Satin) with UVLS

Apply 1-2 coats once mural is fully dry (24-48 hrs)

Always test a small area first for compatibility
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Yosemite
width: 60-72"

depth: 24"
height: 21" 
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big bend
width: 72-84"

depth: 24"
height: 40" 
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sequoia
width: 72-84"

depth: 30"
height: 40" 
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Ziö n
width: 8'

table depth: 24"
table height: 21"
seat depth: 17"

seat height: 18" 
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arch
width: 90-96"

depth: 36"
height: 80-86" 

Page 104 of 110



everglade
width: 90-96"

depth: 36"
height: 80-86" 
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acadia
width: 50-70"

depth: 30"
height: 91-112" 
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Item: 7.f. 

STAFF REPORT 

 
TO: City Council 
FROM: John Turner, Director of Emergency Services, Sita Conde, Grants Manager 
SUBJECT: Discuss and Consider Approval of Matching Funds (5%) Commitment for West 
Piedmont Planning District Commission, Regional Generator Project – Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Application 
STAFF/ DEPARTMENT RESPONSIBLE: EMS  
MEETING DATE: August 12, 2025 
 
BACKGROUND/HISTORY:  
The West Piedmont Planning District Commission (WPPDC) is coordinating a regional 
application for Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) funding through the FEMA 4831 
Hurricane Helene disaster declaration. The proposed project would provide backup generators 
and associated equipment for critical facilities across multiple localities, including sites in 
Martinsville. To participate, the City of Martinsville is required to commit 5% in local matching 
funds toward the cost of acquiring and installing generators, transfer switches, and switch-gears 
at four identified locations. City Council approval is required in order to finalize the City's 
participation in the grant application and provide the required local match. 
 
Total Project would be for:  
300 CLEARVIEW DR 
302 CLEARVIEW DR 
913 BETHEL LN 
1000 FISHEL ST 
 
Total Cost of Project: $1,201,080.  
The City's 5% Contribution would be $60,054.  
This represents a total cost savings of $1,140, 576.  
 
POLICY EXPLANATION: 
Request to Apply being brought before Council per City of Martinsville Grant Policy (2025). 
 
FISCAL IMPACT/FUNDING SOURCE: 
  

The City of Martinsville will be responsible for contributing 5% of the total project cost for 
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generator installation at the four designated locations. The exact dollar amount will be 
determined based on final project estimates provided by WPPDC. Funds will need to be 
identified and allocated prior to grant disbursement. There is no fiscal impact if the grant is not 
awarded. 

 
The City's 5% match will be $60,054.   
Available Budget: Not Applicable.  
Purchase Amount: City's 5% Match will be $60,054. 
 
 
ACTION REQUESTED/ALTERNATIVES 
1. City Council Approve Request to Apply and Approve Matching Funds Commitment  
2. City Council Do Not Approve Request to Apply and Approve Matching Funds Commitment  
3. Other Action as Deemed Necessary by City Council 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Generator Match Letter_Martinsville 
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Letter of Agreement for Matching Funds 
WPPDC – Multi-Jurisdictional Generators for Critical Facilities 

 
CITY OF MARTINSVILLE 
PO BOX 1112 
55 W CHURCH ST 
MARTINSVILLE, VA 24112 
 
To Whom it may concern, 
 
This Matching Grant Agreement (“Agreement”) dated as of _________ (“Effective Date”) is entered into 
by and between the WEST PIEDMONT PLANNING DISTRICT COMMISSION and the CITY OF 
MARTINSVILLEfor an application for Hazard Mitigation Planning (HMGP) funds through the 4831 
Hurricane Helene Hazard Mitigation Grant Program, which was declared on October 1, 2024. In order to 
qualify for grant funding, the CITY OF MARTINSVILLE agrees to the following terms:  
 

1. CITY OF MARTINSVILLE agrees to provide matching funds of 5% of the cost of acquiring and 
installing/purchasing generators/transfer switch/switchgears at the following locations:  
 
300 CLEARVIEW DR 
302 CLEARVIEW DR 
913 BETHEL LN 
1000 FISHEL ST 
 

2. CITY OF MARTINSVILLE is required to, prior to any disbursement of grant funds to obtain the 
approval of the CITY OF MARTINSVILLE’s city council to provide these matching funds prior 
to receiving or spending any grant funds 

 
__________________________________   _____________________ 
Administrator (Printed)      Date 
 
__________________________________   _____________________ 
Administrator (Signature)      Date 
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Item: 7.g. 

STAFF REPORT 

 
TO: City Council 
FROM: Rob Fincher, Chief of Police 
SUBJECT: Discuss and Consider Piedmont Community Services' Request to Purchase 605 
Fourth St. 
STAFF/ DEPARTMENT RESPONSIBLE: City Management 
MEETING DATE: August 12, 2025 
 
BACKGROUND/HISTORY:  
In 2018, the City granted Piedmont Community Services a lease with an option to purchase. 
Piedmont Community Services would like to exercise the purchase option in their lease of 605 
Fourth Street. They have offered to purchase the building for the appraised value of $165,000. 
 
POLICY EXPLANATION: 
Virginia Code § 15.2-1800. Purchase, sale, use, etc., of real property. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT/FUNDING SOURCE: 
 $165,000 received by the City.  
Available Budget: Not Applicable  
Purchase Amount: Not Applicable 
 
 
ACTION REQUESTED/ALTERNATIVES 
1. City Council Approve Piedmont Community Services Request to Purchase for $165,000 and 
Authorize City Officer to execute documents. 
2. City Council Do Not Approve Piedmont Community Services Request to Purchase for 
$165,000 and Authorize City Officer to execute documents. 
3. Other Action as Directed by City Council 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
None 
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