
 

                     
 
 

    MARTINSVILLE CITY COUNCIL 
                             MEETING AGENDA 

Tuesday, September 23, 2025 

 

Martinsville’s Vision 

Martinsville is a thriving, full-service city centrally located in southern Virginia, offering 
excellent education and superior quality of life in a picturesque setting while embracing 

inclusivity and opportunities to ensure a sustainable and fulfilling lifestyle to live, visit, and 
grow.  

Martinsville’s Mission 

Martinsville City proudly promotes a safe, healthy, thriving community dedicated to delivering 
excellent services and meaningful public participation.  

 

PRESIDING:                                  LC Jones, Mayor 

 

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS:     Kathy Lawson, Vice Mayor  

                                                          Julian Mei 

                                                          Rayshaun Gravely  

                                                          Aaron Rawls  

 

STAFF:                                            Chief Robert Fincher, Acting City Manager  

                                                          Peyton Nibblett, Deputy City Clerk  

                                                          Law Offices of Sands Anderson, City Attorney  
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Closed Session - 5pm, Gardner Board Room; New College Institute 

 a. Call Open Session to Order and Discuss and Consider Motion to go into Closed Session - 5pm, 
Gardner Board Room; New College Institute 

 b. 2.2-3711 (A8)  In regards to Baldwin Building status. Consultation with legal counsel employed or 
retained by a public body regarding specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by 
such counsel. Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to permit the closure of a meeting 
merely because an attorney representing the public body is in attendance or is consulted on a 
matter. 

 c. Return to Open Session and Motion for City Council Certification of Closed Session - 5:15pm, 
Gardner Board Room; New College Institute 

Joint EDA and City Council Closed Session - 5:15pm, Gardner Board Room; NCI  

 a. Call Open Session to Order and Discuss and Consider Motion to go into Closed Session - 5:15pm, 
Gardner Board Room; New College Institute 

 b. 2.2-3711 (A1) In regards to EDA Executive Director Memorandum of Understanding and 
discussion of EDA Board Application Process. Discussion, consideration, or interviews of 
prospective candidates for employment; assignment, appointment, promotion, performance, 
demotion, salaries, disciplining, or resignation of specific public officers, appointees, or employees 
of any public body. 

 c. 2.2-3711 (A5) In regards to a prospective business and the National Guard Armory. Discussion 
concerning a prospective business or industry or the expansion of an existing business or industry 
where no previous announcement has been made of the business' or industry's interest in locating or 
expanding its facilities in the community. 

 d. 2.2-3711 (A6) In regard to Competitive Grant Process and Discussion Concerning Grant 
Application Specifics. In regard to EDA Executive Director MOU. Additionally, with regard to 
possible acquisition of properties including but not limited to the Martinsville YMCA. Discussion 
or consideration of the investment of public funds where competition or bargaining is involved, 
where, if made public initially, the financial interest of the governmental unit would be adversely 
affected. 

 e. 2.2-3711 (A3) In regard to discussion concerning potential building acquisition(s) including, but 
not limited to, the Martinsville YMCA. and CPEG MOU. Discussion or consideration of the 
acquisition of real property for a public purpose, or of the disposition of publicly held real property, 
where discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the bargaining position or negotiating 
strategy of the public body. 

 f. 2.2-3711 (A29) In regard to Armory RFP and Retail Strategies Engagement. Discussion of the 
award of a public contract involving the expenditure of public funds, including interviews of 
bidders or offerors, and discussion of the terms or scope of such contract, where discussion in an 
open session would adversely affect the bargaining position or negotiating strategy of the public 
body. 
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 g. Return to Open Session and Motion for City Council Certification of Closed Session. Recess to 
Regular Session, to be Reconvened in Martinsville City Council Chambers. - 6:50pm, Gardner 
Board Room; New College Institute 

Regular Session - 7pm, Council Chambers 

1. Call to Order 

2. Pledge to the American Flag 

3. Invocation 

4. Take Any Action Necessary as a Result of Closed Session 

5. Presentations and Proclamations 

 a. Presentation by Joe Borgstrom of Uptown Property Addendum Report -- Place and Main/Uptown 
Partnership 

 b. Transportation Safety Commission Update 

6. Consent Agenda 

7. Regular Agenda or New Business 

 a. Presentation from Joey Arrington and Danny Turner "Virginia 250 Dodge Charger" & 
Subsequently Discuss and Consider Approval of Sponsorship Match 

 b. Hold Public Hearing for Land Conveyance of 1020 E. Church St. and Discuss and Consider 
Approval of Conveyance 

 c. Discuss and Consider a Resolution Formally Creating the Youth Advisory Committee 

8. City Hall Reporting & Announcements  

 a. News and Events 

9. Communications from Visitors / Business from the Floor 
Description: The purpose of City Council Meetings is to conduct the City’s Business. City Council 
allows for public comment, limited to matters on which the Council has the power and authority to act 
and are not listed on the printed agenda. Participation: Citizens who wish to participate in a meeting’s 
public comment period may do so by signing up at the podium at the entrance prior to the beginning of 
the meeting, emailing their comments to Peyton Nibblett, Deputy City Clerk, at 
pnibblett@martinsvilleva.gov, calling in their comments to 276-403-5196, or mailing comments to the 
City of Martinsville, attn.: Peyton Nibblett, Martinsville, VA 24114 (a.) Comments, or a request to speak, 
must be received by noon the day before a Council meeting for consideration by the Council at the 
meeting. (b.) Any person submitting comments or requesting to speak must identify themselves by name 
and address, including zip code. (c.) Remarks are to be limited to 3 minutes or less (as read 
aloud),address a topic of City business, and refrain from making any personal references or accusations 
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of a factually false and/or malicious nature. (d.) Priority for comments is given to City residents, 
taxpayers, and business owners.(e.) Speakers may not yield time. f. Groups of speakers on the same topic 
must designate a single representative. Comments violating these rules may not be presented at the 
Council meeting. (g.) Any speaker violating these rules may be removed from the podium or from the 
Council Chamber. (h.) This policy does not apply to public hearings, at which any citizen of Martinsville 
may appear and speak on the subject of the public hearing. 

10. Comments by Members of City Council  

11. Comments by City Manager 

12. Adjournment 
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Item: 7.b. 

STAFF REPORT 

 
TO: City Council 
FROM: Kris Bridges, Building Official  
SUBJECT: Hold Public Hearing for Land Conveyance of 1020 E. Church St. and Discuss and 
Consider Approval of Conveyance 
STAFF/ DEPARTMENT RESPONSIBLE: Community Development 
MEETING DATE: September 23, 2025 
 
BACKGROUND/HISTORY:  
The City owns a parcel of approximately 0.04 acres located at 1020 E. Church Street, Tax Map 
#26(05)00/01. 
 
The parcel is of no economic value to the City and is not part of any planned public 
improvements. 
 
Broadway 400, LLC, which owns the neighboring parcel, has requested the City convey this 
small parcel to them so it can be combined with their property for possible economic 
development. 
 
POLICY EXPLANATION: 
Virginia law requires that before disposing of public real property, the City hold a public 
hearing. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT/FUNDING SOURCE: 
 City Council may set purchase price; traditionally City Council has set $1 for similar 
conveyances.  
Available Budget: Not Applicable  
Purchase Amount: Not Applicable 
 
 
ACTION REQUESTED/ALTERNATIVES 
City Council Approve the Resolution and Conveyance of Land 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
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1. Notice of Public Hearing, 1020 E. Church 
2. Resolution-City Council-conveyance of triangle remnant 
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{006558-041314 } 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  
 

 Pursuant to Virginia Code §§ 15.2-1800 and 15.2-1813, the Martinsville City 
Council will hold a public hearing on September 23, 2025, at 7:00 P.M. in the Council 
Chambers of the Martinsville City Municipal Building, 55 West Church Street, Martinsville, 
Virginia 24112. 
 
 The City plans to convey a parcel of approximately 0.04 acres acres, more or less, 
owned by the City and bearing Tax Map Number 26 (05 )00 /01 and having a street 
address of 1020 E. Church Street, Martinsville, Virginia.  
 
The purpose of the public hearing will be to receive public comment on the proposed 
conveyance.  Those seeking further information are invited to contact the City Manager’s 
office 55 West Church Street, Martinsville, Virginia 24112, Telephone: 276-403-5000.    
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RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MARTINSVILLE 
AUTHORIZING SALE OF CITY-OWNED REAL PROPERTY 

 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with Va. Code Section 15.2-1800 et seq., the City Council of 
the City of Martinsville (the "City Council") duly advertised and conducted a public hearing on 
September 23, 2025 concerning the possible conveyance of a parcel lying in the City of 
Martinsville and bearing tax map # 26 (05 )00 /01 and having a street address of 1020 E. Church 
Street, Martinsville, Virginia; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the real property in question is approximately 0.04 acres, and would be of 
no economic value to the City, and is not identified in any City plans for development of public 
improvements; and  
 
 WHEREAS, Council finds that the best use of the property in question would be to 
permit it to be combined with the neighboring parcel, as requested by Broadway 400, LLC, 
where it would become beneficial for possible economic development within the City. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF MARTINSVILLE: 

 
1.  The requested conveyance of the parcel described herein is hereby APPROVED, and the 

City Manager and other City staff and representatives are authorized and directed to 
execute such documents as may necessary to accomplish the conveyance, upon payment 
of the purchaser to the City of the price of $___. 
 

2. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

Date of Adoption:  September 23, 2025. 
 

This measure was adopted upon the following vote of the Council: 
 
Member     Vote 
 
Mayor L.C. Jones    _________ 
Vice Mayor Kathy Lawson   _________ 
Rayshaun Gravely    _________ 
Julian Mei     _________ 
Aaron Rawls     _________ 
 
  
 
_______________________________ 
Clerk 
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Item: 7.c. 

STAFF REPORT 

 
TO: City Council 
FROM: Peyton Nibblett, Deputy City Clerk 
SUBJECT: Discuss and Consider a Resolution Formally Creating the Youth Advisory 
Committee 
STAFF/ DEPARTMENT RESPONSIBLE: City Management 
MEETING DATE: September 23, 2025 
 
BACKGROUND/HISTORY:  
In August 2024, the Youth Advisory Committee (YAC) was introduced to the City Council and 
subsequently implemented by the prior City administration as a City program. Since its 
inception, the YAC has made significant strides in pursuing grant funding, participating in 
fundraising opportunities, and securing sponsorships to support its initiatives. 
 
At the recommendation of legal counsel, it is advised to formalize the YAC as an official City 
Board. This formalization will enable the YAC to properly receive, document, and disperse 
funding, ensuring compliance with legal and financial standards. This approach is preferred over 
pursuing 501(c)(3) status, which involves a more complex and time-consuming process. 
 
 Approve the resolution to formalize the Youth Advisory Committee as an official City Board 
and authorize it to engage in fundraising activities, including soliciting sponsorships and 
applying for grants, in accordance with City policies and legal requirements. 
 
POLICY EXPLANATION: 
Code of Virginia § 2.2-107. Appointment of members of commissions, boards, and other 
collegial bodies; disclosure of resumes. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT/FUNDING SOURCE: 
 Not Applicable  
Available Budget: Not Applicable  
Purchase Amount: Not Applicable 
 
 
ACTION REQUESTED/ALTERNATIVES 
City Council Approve the Resolution and Authorize the YAC to engage in fundraising activities 
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in accordance with City policies and legal requirements. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. YAC Creation Resolution (2) 
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A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

MARTINSVILLE, VIRGINIA, ESTABLISHING THE YOUTH ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE (YAC) AS AN OFFICIAL CITY COMMITTEE 

 
WHEREAS, youth in the City of Martinsville have expressed interest in contributing to civic life, 

participating in local government, and helping to address community issues; and 
 

WHEREAS, the founding cohort of young people desires to be formally incorporated as an 
official advisory body to the Martinsville City Council to ensure consistent, structured youth input 

into City matters affecting youth and community well-being; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council recognizes that youth perspectives are essential to informed 
decision-making, leadership development, and strengthening the connection between City 

governance and young residents; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is consistent with the City’s purpose to ensure that the voices of youth are heard 
in policy, planning, and service delivery; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City seeks to formalize the Youth Advisory Committee (YAC) with defined 

purpose, membership, authority, and structure. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia, 
that: 

 
Establishment 

The Youth Advisory Committee (YAC) is hereby established as an official City of Martinsville 
advisory committee under the authority of the City Council. 

 
Purpose, Mission & Vision 

The purpose, mission, and vision of the YAC shall be as defined in its Charter, to include 
advising the City Council, elevating youth perspectives in decision-making, and leading 

initiatives for civic engagement, leadership, and community betterment. 
 

Authority 
The YAC shall serve in an advisory capacity to the City Council and relevant City departments. It 

shall have the authority to provide recommendations, propose initiatives, and express youth 
perspectives. The YAC may engage in fundraising activities, including soliciting sponsorships 

and applying for grants, in accordance with City policies and legal requirements. 
It shall not have legislative or binding decision-making power, except as granted by Council. 
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Selection & Membership 
The Committee shall consist of seven (7) youth members who are rising sophomores, juniors, or 

seniors enrolled in schools within the City of Martinsville. 
 
 

Review Committee / Staff Liaison Appointment​
 The City Manager shall appoint a Review Committee, comprised of City staff members, who will 

serve as staff liaisons to the Youth Advisory Committee (YAC). 
​
 

Application Process 

Prospective members shall submit an application including an anonymized written essay 
component (no identifying information included) 

The essay should address alignment with the YAC’s mission and objectives, 
demonstrated interest in community service, and the YAC’s three “C’s” — Character, 

Creativity, and Commitment. 

 

Essay Review & Council Ranking 

The Review Committee shall be submitted anonymously to the City Council. 

The Council shall review the essays and rank anonymized candidates based solely on 
essay content prior to any further evaluation. 

 

Interviews & Final Selection 

After Council ranking, shortlisted candidates may be invited to interviews conducted by the 
Review Committee / Staff Liaisons. 

Final membership slots shall be determined by the Review Committee based on 
essay-rankings, interview performance, and eligibility criteria. 
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Term of Service 

Members shall serve for one (1) year terms, with opportunities for reappointment as established 
in the Charter and bylaws, subject to performance and Council or staff guidance. 

 
Meetings & Quorum 

The Committee shall meet regularly (at least monthly), with a quorum required for any official 
actions or recommendations. Special meetings may be called as needed. 

 
Bylaws & Amendments 

The YAC shall adopt bylaws consistent with this resolution and its Charter to govern its internal 
operations. The Charter and bylaws may be amended by the Committee upon recommendation 

by members or City staff, subject to City Council notification or approval if required by policy. 
 

Reporting & Accountability 
The YAC shall regularly report to the City Council on its activities, recommendations, and 

outcomes. City staff liaisons shall assist in coordinating YAC operations and ensuring 
transparency. 

 
 

Effective Date 
This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption by the City Council. 

 
ADOPTED, this ___ day of __________, 2025, by the City Council of the City of Martinsville, 

Virginia. 
 

CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MARTINSVILLE, VIRGINIA 
 

 
 
Ayes                                              Nays  
 
 
 
Abstain                                       Absent  
 
 
 
 
Attest: ________________________________ 
Deputy Clerk of Council 
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