
May 14, 2024 Council Meeting 
 

A Work Session was held at 5:00 pm on May 14, 2024, in Room 208, Conference Room, 

Municipal Building.  Mayor Jones, Vice Mayor Rawls, Council Member Lawson, Council Member 

Pearson, Council Member Mitchell, City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, Chief Operating 

Officer Edena Reese-Atmore, Public Information Officer Kendall Davis, Finance Director Mandy 

McGhee, Assistant Finance Director Crystal Ferguson, Public Works Director Greg Maggard, 

Community Development Director Keith Holland, and Human Resources Director Travis Hodge 

were in attendance.   

Council Members discussed VML Policy Committee appointments.  

Public Works Director Greg Maggard discussed details on the Five Points Housing Project 

Completion Funding 

Staff discussed the FY2024-25 Proposed Budget.  Uptown Partnership and Virginia 

Cooperative Extension were in attendance with requests.  

Keith Holland presented a PowerPoint and a quarterly update on Community Development.  
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Kendall Davis presented a PowerPoint and a quarterly update on the Public Information 

department and upcoming events.  

Travis Hodge presented a PowerPoint and a quarterly update on Human Resources 
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City Council Executive Session began at 6:00 PM.  In accordance with the Code of Virginia, 

Title 2.2 Chapter 37, Freedom of Information Act to discuss the following: (1) 2.2-3711.A.1: 

Discussion consideration, or interviews of prospective candidates for employment, assignment, 

appointment, promotion, performance, demotion, salaries, disciplining, or resignation of specific 

public officers, appointees, or employees of any public body, concerning Board and Commission 

appointments, (2) 2.2-3711.A.3: Discussion or consideration of the acquisition of real property 
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for a public purpose or disposition of publicly held real property, where discussion in an open 

meeting would adversely affect the bargaining position or negotiating strategy of the public body, 

concerning the former BB&T Building agreement. At the conclusion of Closed Session, each 

returning member of Council certified that (1) only public business matters exempt from open 

meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed Session; and (2) only those business 

matters identified in the motion convening the Closed Session were heard, discussed, or 

considered during the meeting.  A motion was made by Council Member Lawson; seconded by 

Council Member Pearson with the following 5-0 recorded vote in favor to return to Open Session: 

Council Member Lawson, aye; Mayor Jones, aye; Council Member Mitchell, aye; Vice Mayor 

Rawls, aye; and Council Member Pearson, aye.    

 Regular Session began at 7:00 PM with additional attendees including Clerk of Council 

Karen Roberts, Deputy Police Chief Chad Rhoads, Fire Chief Dan Howell, and Building Inspector 

Kris Bridges. 

Call to Order – Mayor Jones welcomed everyone to the meeting, pointing out that agendas 

could be found in the back of the room and on the City’s website.  

Pledge to the American Flag and Invocation by Council Member Pearson. 

Proclamations and Presentations – Community Development Director Keith Holland 

recognized the staff of the Inspections Department and accepted the annual proclamation.  

Council Member Pearson read the proclamation for Building Safety Month which was presented 

to the Inspection staff. 
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 Consent Agenda - Items Previously Discussed – Five Points Housing Project Completion 

Funding and 2nd Reading and Adoption of Amendment to Zoning Ordinance related to Building 

Height Restrictions and Handicapped Parking Space requirements – Vice Mayor Rawls made a 

motion to approve consent agenda items; Council Member Lawson seconded the motion with all 

Council Members voting in favor.  
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 Regular agenda or new business - Overview and Summary of a 2024 Regional Housing Study 

prepared by the West Piedmont Planning District Commission – A representative of the WPPDC 

presented a PowerPoint and an update on the 2024 Regional Housing Study.  
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Communications from Visitors / Business from the Floor – Barbara Shively, owner of 

Prillaman’s Market since 1977 is concerned as a business owner how the parking will work with 

the new apartments. There are already few spots available; some people exceed the 2-hour limit 

and double park. She is concerned that it will affect parking for her customers. Shively 

recommended that the City rent parking spots.  

Comments by Members of City Council – Council Member Mitchell participated in the 25th 

Anniversary of NSBE; he was inspired to hear from the students about their accomplishments. 

Council Member Pearson Martinsville congratulated Martinsville High School and other local 

and high school and college graduates. The kids are out for summer so a reminder to parents 

about the many camps available in Martinsville and Henry County; some are free, and others 

offer scholarships. Pearson expressed concern about the summer food program availability. The 

Farmer’s Market is now open on Saturdays. Council Member Lawson thanked everyone for their 

thoughts and prayers after her hip surgery and congratulated Council Member Pearson’s son 

for graduating from Virginia Tech. Congratulations both men’s and women’s ball teams who are 
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headed to Championship rounds.  The Hooker Furniture warehouse sale fundraiser for the SPCA 

is on June 8 and they are looking for volunteers. Congratulations to NSBE; Helen Howell is a 

pillar in the community. Vice Mayor Rawls thanked the City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, 

COO Edena Reese-Atmore and others who worked on the budget along with partners in the 

community who discussed their budget. Mayor Jones thanked staff for the work on the budget 

and thanked PIO Kendall Davis and Shasta Carmichael for planning the Cinco de Mayo event.  

Comments from City Manager – Aretha Ferrell-Benavides attended the Virginia First Cities 

25th Anniversary and she applauds them on the anniversary. She recognized the Kappa Delta 

Omega for celebrating their 50th anniversary; they will be recognized on Thursday with a 

proclamation. Thanks to the Special Events team.  She feels it is important to welcome people 

to the community in hopes they’ll consider relocating. Juneteenth will be June 15 with several 

events. Ferell-Benavides recognized Finance Director Mandy Muse and Assistant Finance 

Director Crystal Ferguson for their work on the budget.  

PIO Kendall Davis presented a PowerPoint with an update on Public Information and 

upcoming events, the Get Fit challenge, City website management and social media growth and 

what to expect in the next quarter. Vice Mayor Rawls recommended making the events easier 

for vendors to participate in. Davis also shared details on MiNET marketing.  

Adjournment – Council Member Lawson made a motion to adjourn at 8:15pm 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts, Clerk of Council    LC Jones, Mayor 

 

   


