
 

 

 

 

 October 14, 2025  

Martinsville City Council  

Meeting Minutes 

 

 

4:30pm, Call Open Session to Order - 

Martinsville Municipal Building; Council Chambers 

 

A Closed-Session Meeting was held at Martinsville Municipal Building, on 

October 14, 2025 at 4:30 PM. 

 

Council Members participating included Vice Mayor, Kathy Lawson; Julian Mei; 

Rayshuan Gravely, and Mayor, LC Jones. 

 

Councilman Rawls entered at 5:00 PM.  

 

Call Open Session to Order: Mayor Jones called the meeting to order in 

Council Chambers and advised Council would go into Closed Session 

beginning at 4:30 PM.  In accordance with the Code of Virginia, Title 2.2 

Chapter 37, Freedom of Information Act and upon a motion by Council 

Member Lawson and seconded by Council Member Mei with the following 4-0 

recorded vote:  

Council Member Mei, aye;  

Council Member Gravely, aye; 

Mayor Jones, aye;  

Vice Mayor Lawson, aye;  
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Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: 

a.​ 2.2-3711. (A1) In regard to the Economic Development Authority (EDA) 

Board Interviews. Discussion, consideration, or interviews of prospective 

candidates for employment; assignment, appointment, promotion, 

performance, demotion, salaries, disciplining, or resignation of specific 

public officers, appointees, or employees of any public body; 

 

b.​ 2.2-3711. (A8) In regards to Baldwin Building status and PSA Litigation. 

Consultation with legal counsel employed or retained by a public body 

regarding specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by 

such counsel. Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to permit 

the closure of a meeting merely because an attorney representing the 

public body is in attendance or is consulted on a matter. 

 

 

5:00 PM, Closed Session -  

Martinsville Municipal Building; Room 226 

 

Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: 

c.​ 2.2-3711. (A1) In regard to the Economic Development Authority (EDA) 

Board Interviews. Discussion, consideration, or interviews of prospective 

candidates for employment; assignment, appointment, promotion, 

performance, demotion, salaries, disciplining, or resignation of specific 

public officers, appointees, or employees of any public body; 

 

d.​ 2.2-3711. (A8) In regards to Baldwin Building status and PSA Litigation. 

Consultation with legal counsel employed or retained by a public body 

regarding specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by 

such counsel. Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to permit 

the closure of a meeting merely because an attorney representing the 

public body is in attendance or is consulted on a matter. 
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7 PM, Return to Open Session and Certification of Closed Session -  

Martinsville Municipal Building; Council Chambers 

 

With a Motion by Lawson and Second by Mei, City Council certifies that only 

those matters permitted by the Code of Virginia Sec. 2.2-3711 and specifically 

referenced in the motion to enter closed session were discussed during the 

closed session.  Approved with the following 5-0 vote:  

 

Councilman Rawls, aye; 

Councilman Gravely, aye;  

Councilman Mei, aye;  

Vice Mayor Lawson, aye;  

Mayor Jones, aye.  

 

Martinsville City Council certifies that only business matters under the 

following were discussed:  

 

e.​ 2.2-3711. (A1) In regard to Economic Development Authority (EDA) 

Board Interviews. Discussion, consideration, or interviews of prospective 

candidates for employment; assignment, appointment, promotion, 

performance, demotion, salaries, disciplining, or resignation of specific 

public officers, appointees, or employees of any public body; 

 

f.​ 2.2-3711. (A8) In regards to Baldwin Building status and PSA Litigation. 

Consultation with legal counsel employed or retained by a public body 

regarding specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by 

such counsel. Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to permit 

the closure of a meeting merely because an attorney representing the 

public body is in attendance or is consulted on a matter. 
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7 PM Regular Session 

Martinsville Municipal Building; Council Chambers 

Council Members Present: Rawls, Gravely, Mei, Lawson, Jones.  

 

1.​ Call to Order 

a.​ Mayor Jones called the meeting to order beginning at 7PM. Audio 

issues persist. City will continue streaming with assists from local 

broadcasting agencies.  

 

2.​ Pledge of Allegiance 

 

3.​ Invocation  

a.​ Led by Pastor William Williamson 

 

4.​ Action Taken Out of Closed Session 

a.​ Jim Frith and Michael Scales were unanimously reappointed to the 

Economic Development Authority Board of Directors for four-year 

terms, expiring December 31, 2029. 

b.​ Motion to reappoint Jim Frith and Michael Scales to the Economic 

Development Authority (EDA) for a term of four years ending in 

12/31/2029 made by Councilman Mei and Second by Vice Mayor 

Lawson.  

i.​ Approved with the following 5-0 vote:  

●​ Councilman Rawls, aye; 

●​ Councilman Gravely, aye;  

●​ Councilman Mei, aye;  

●​ Vice Mayor Lawson, aye;  

●​ Mayor Jones, aye.  
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5.​ Presentations and Proclamations  

a.​ Proclamation Honoring Dr. Zebedee Talley for 10 Years of 

Distinguished Service as Superintendent and a Lifetime of 

Dedication to Education, Presented to Dr. Talley; Martinsville City 

Public Schools' Superintendent 

b.​ Proclamation Honoring the Life and Legacy of Frank W. Mariels; 

Presented to Joe Keiper; Virginia Museum of Natural History 

Executive Director 

c.​ Proclamation Honoring October as Breast Cancer Awareness 

Month, Presented to Pat Via; CEO and Co-Founder of MLC Cancer 

Foundation 

d.​ Proclamation Recognizing October as Code Compliance and 

Inspector Month, Presented to City Community Development 

Department 

e.​ Hear a Report from Council Members that Attended VML Annual 

Conference in Roanoke, Virginia 

i.​ Virginia Municipal League is a state-based organization that 

serves as an avenue for advocacy and a resource for 

public-service officials.  

ii.​ Topics Included:  

●​ VML Legislative Agenda 

●​ Sales Tax for Local Schools  

●​ Designated Outdoor Refreshment Areas 

a.​ Creating Confined Spaces for Alcohol 

Consumption 

●​ Automated Traffic Safety Enforcement  

●​ ADA Compliance on Local Government Technology  

●​ Clean Water Assistance  

●​ Citizen Centric Report 

●​ Housing Development Creating Increased Enrollment 

in City Schools  

●​ Data Centers need to be specified in Comprehensive 

Plan  

●​ Tourism is the first date for Economic Development 
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●​ Shaun Campbell from local WPPDC did Presentation 

on Housing  

●​ Safety for Elected Officials 

 

●​ Evaluating City Managers and Department Directors 

Best Practices 

●​ Community Policing and Public Safety  

●​ New Officers being introduced in Council Meetings  

●​ Affordable Housing  

●​ Community Engagement 

●​ Financing for Public Utilities  

 

6.​ Consent Agenda  

a.​ Discuss and Consider Remaining 2025 Holiday Schedule  

i.​ Council approved the remaining 2025 holiday schedule, 

granting employees an extra day before Thanksgiving and on 

Christmas Eve. 

●​ Motion to Approve made by Vice Mayor Lawson and 

Second by Councilman Gravley.  

●​ Approved with the following 5-0 vote:  

a.​ Councilman Rawls, aye; 

b.​ Councilman Gravely, aye;  

c.​ Councilman Mei, aye;  

d.​ Vice Mayor Lawson, aye;  

e.​ Mayor Jones, aye. 

b.​ Discuss and Consider September 16, 2025 and September 23, 

2025 City Council Meeting Minutes 

i.​ Motion to approve made by Vice Mayor Lawson and Second 

by Councilman Mei.  

●​ Approved with the following 5-0 vote:  

a.​ Councilman Rawls, aye; 

b.​ Councilman Gravely, aye;  

c.​ Councilman Mei, aye;  

d.​ Vice Mayor Lawson, aye;  

e.​ Mayor Jones, aye. 
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7.​ Regular Agenda or New Business 

a.​ Discuss and Consider Support of BRIC Vision 2025 -- GO Virginia 

Grant Request 

i.​ Council approved providing a non-cash, in-kind match and a 

letter of support for the BRIC Vision 2025 and Go Virginia 

grant, supporting advanced manufacturing research in the 

region. 

ii.​ Motion to authorize Interim City Manager to prepare and 

submit a Letter of Support made by Aaron Rawls and Second 

by Kathy Lawson.  

1.​ Approved with the following 5-0 vote:  

a.​ Councilman Rawls, aye; 

b.​ Councilman Gravely, aye;  

c.​ Councilman Mei, aye;  

d.​ Vice Mayor Lawson, aye;  

e.​ Mayor Jones, aye. 

b.​ Hold Public Hearing and Discuss and Consider Approval of a 

Resolution Authorizing the Donation of City-Owned Real Property 

to the Economic Development Authority of the City of 

Martinsville,Virginia 

i.​ Public Hearing being held for the full acre of property with a 

future conveyance to be discussed. At this time, the 3.662 

acre is being considered.  

ii.​ Motion to Open Public Hearing made by Kathy Lawson with 

a Second by Aaron Rawls.  

1.​ Approved with the following 5-0 vote:  

a.​ Councilman Rawls, aye; 

b.​ Councilman Gravely, aye;  

c.​ Councilman Mei, aye;  

d.​ Vice Mayor Lawson, aye;  

e.​ Mayor Jones, aye. 
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iii.​ Motion to Close Public Hearing made by Kathy Lawson and 

Second by Julian Mei.  

1.​ Approved with the following 5-0 vote:  

a.​ Councilman Rawls, aye; 

b.​ Councilman Gravely, aye;  

c.​ Councilman Mei, aye;  

d.​ Vice Mayor Lawson, aye;  

e.​ Mayor Jones, aye. 

 

iv.​ Motion to convey the 3.661 acre property to the Economic 

Development Authority and adopt the Resolution as 

submitted made by Vice Mayor Kathy Lawson and Seconded 

by Rayshaun Gravely.  

1.​ Approved with the following 5-0 vote:  

a.​ Councilman Rawls, aye; 

b.​ Councilman Gravely, aye;  

c.​ Councilman Mei, aye;  

d.​ Vice Mayor Lawson, aye;  

e.​ Mayor Jones, aye. 

 

c.​ Hold Public Hearings for and Subsequently Discuss and Consider 

Approval of Rezoning Ordinances 

i.​ Motion to Open Public Hearing for Rezone Certain Properties 

of Commonwealth Boulevard Properties (EDG to CC) made 

by Kathy Lawson with a Second by Aaron Rawls.  

1.​ Approved with the following 5-0 vote:  

a.​ Councilman Rawls, aye; 

b.​ Councilman Gravely, aye;  

c.​ Councilman Mei, aye;  

d.​ Vice Mayor Lawson, aye;  

e.​ Mayor Jones, aye. 
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ii.​ Motion to Close Public Hearing for Rezone of Commonwealth 

Boulevard Properties (EDG to CC) made by Kathy Lawson 

and Second by Julian Mei.  

1.​ Approved with the following 5-0 vote:  

a.​ Councilman Rawls, aye; 

b.​ Councilman Gravely, aye;  

c.​ Councilman Mei, aye;  

d.​ Vice Mayor Lawson, aye;  

e.​ Mayor Jones, aye. 

 

iii.​ Motion to approve Ordinance of Rezone of Commonwealth 

Boulevard Properties (EDG to CC) on first reading made by 

Kathy Lawson and Second by Councilman Mei.  

1.​ Approved with the following 5-0 Vote 

2.​ Councilman Rawls, aye; 

3.​ Councilman Gravely, aye;  

4.​ Councilman Mei, aye;  

5.​ Vice Mayor Lawson, aye; 

6.​ Mayor Jones, aye. 

 

iv.​ Motion to Open Public Hearing for Rezone of Five Points 

neighborhood (CC to RT) made by Kathy Lawson with a 

Second by Julian Mei.  

1.​ Approved with the following 5-0 vote:  

a.​ Councilman Rawls, aye; 

b.​ Councilman Gravely, aye;  

c.​ Councilman Mei, aye;  

d.​ Vice Mayor Lawson, aye;  

e.​ Mayor Jones, aye 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

v.​ Motion to Close Public Hearing for  Rezone Five Points 

neighborhood (CC to RT)  

1.​ Approved with the following 5-0 vote:  

a.​ Councilman Rawls, aye; 

b.​ Councilman Gravely, aye;  

c.​ Councilman Mei, aye;  

d.​ Vice Mayor Lawson, aye;  

e.​ Mayor Jones, aye. 

 

vi.​ Motion to approve Ordinance of Rezone of Five Points 

neighborhood (CC to RT) on first reading made by Kathy 

Lawson and Second by Councilman Mei.  

vii.​ Approved with the following 5-0 Vote 

1.​ Councilman Rawls, aye; 

2.​ Councilman Gravely, aye;  

3.​ Councilman Mei, aye;  

4.​ Vice Mayor Lawson, aye; 

5.​ Mayor Jones, aye. 

 

viii.​ Motion to Open Public Hearing for Rezone of 100 South 

Jackson Street (CC to RT)made by Kathy Lawson with a 

Second by Julian Mei.  

1.​ Approved with the following 5-0 vote:  

a.​ Councilman Rawls, aye; 

b.​ Councilman Gravely, aye;  

c.​ Councilman Mei, aye;  

d.​ Vice Mayor Lawson, aye;  

e.​ Mayor Jones, aye 
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ix.​ Motion to Close Public Hearing for Rezone of 100 South 

Jackson Street (CC to RT) made by Kathy Lawson and 

Second by Julian Mei.  

1.​ Approved with the following 5-0 vote:  

a.​ Councilman Rawls, aye; 

b.​ Councilman Gravely, aye;  

c.​ Councilman Mei, aye;  

d.​ Vice Mayor Lawson, aye;  

e.​ Mayor Jones, aye. 

 

x.​ Motion to approve Ordinance of Rezone of 100 South 

Jackson Street (CC to RT) on first reading made by Kathy 

Lawson and Second by Councilman Mei.  

xi.​ Approved with the following 5-0 Vote 

1.​ Councilman Rawls, aye; 

2.​ Councilman Gravely, aye;  

3.​ Councilman Mei, aye;  

4.​ Vice Mayor Lawson, aye; 

5.​ Mayor Jones, aye. 

 

xii.​ Motion to Open Public Hearing for Rezone of Properties along 

Bridge, East Market, College, and Railroad Streets (various 

to RT) made by Kathy Lawson with a Second by Julian Mei.  

1.​ Approved with the following 5-0 vote:  

a.​ Councilman Rawls, aye; 

b.​ Councilman Gravely, aye;  

c.​ Councilman Mei, aye;  

d.​ Vice Mayor Lawson, aye;  

e.​ Mayor Jones, aye 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 
 



 

 

 

 

 

xiii.​ Motion to Close Public Hearing for Rezone of Properties along 

Bridge, East Market, College, and Railroad Streets (various 

to RT) made by Kathy Lawson and Second by Julian Mei.  

1.​ Approved with the following 5-0 vote:  

a.​ Councilman Rawls, aye; 

b.​ Councilman Gravely, aye;  

c.​ Councilman Mei, aye;  

d.​ Vice Mayor Lawson, aye;  

e.​ Mayor Jones, aye. 

 

xiv.​ Motion to approve Ordinance of Properties along Bridge, East 

Market, College, and Railroad Streets (various to RT) on first 

reading made by Kathy Lawson and Second by Councilman 

Mei.  

xv.​ Approved with the following 5-0 Vote 

1.​ Councilman Rawls, aye; 

2.​ Councilman Gravely, aye;  

3.​ Councilman Mei, aye;  

4.​ Vice Mayor Lawson, aye; 

5.​ Mayor Jones, aye. 

 

xvi.​ Motion to Open Public Hearing for Rezone of 500 Blue Ridge 

Street (CC to RT)made by Kathy Lawson with a Second by 

Julian Mei.  

1.​ Approved with the following 5-0 vote:  

a.​ Councilman Rawls, aye; 

b.​ Councilman Gravely, aye;  

c.​ Councilman Mei, aye;  

d.​ Vice Mayor Lawson, aye;  

e.​ Mayor Jones, aye 
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xvii.​ Motion to Close Public Hearing for Rezone 500 Blue Ridge 

Street (CC to RT)made by Kathy Lawson and Second by 

Aaron Rawls.  

1.​ Approved with the following 5-0 vote:  

a.​ Councilman Rawls, aye; 

b.​ Councilman Gravely, aye;  

c.​ Councilman Mei, aye;  

d.​ Vice Mayor Lawson, aye;  

e.​ Mayor Jones, aye. 

 

Vice Mayor Kathy Lawson asked Kris Bridges, Chief Zoning Official, for the 

potential of a comprehensive rewrite as opposed to the smaller amendments. A 

work session, joint with the City Council and Planning Commission, would be 

beneficial in order to create a Comprehensive, streamlined Zoning Ordinance.  

 

City Hall Reporting and Announcements 

A.​ City News and Events  

B.​ News Update from City Registrar  

a.​ Early voting and election information provided, with reminders 

about official correspondence. 

Business From the Floor 

A.​ James McNair  

a.​ NAACP requested a $5,000 sponsorship for its November 14th 

Freedom Fund Scholarship Gala and outlined its ongoing 

community initiatives. 
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B.​ Chareil Hylton 

a.​ Chareil Hylton raised concerns regarding the responsibilities of 

local officials to uphold constitutional duties. He noted that when 

state authorities do not fully address certain issues, it becomes 

important for county officials and the community to take 

appropriate action. He expressed concern that the clerk of court 

did not file a requested document into the public record as 

expected, which he believes is an important duty of the office. He 

urged Sheriff Steve M. Draper to address this matter publicly and 

work toward a resolution.  

 

 

Adjournment  

A.​ Vice Mayor Lawson made the motion to adjourn at 8:30 PM.  
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