
April 9, 2024 Council Meeting 
 

A Work Session was held at 5:00 pm on April 9, 2024, in Room 208, Conference Room, 

Municipal Building.  Mayor Jones, Vice Mayor Rawls, Council Member Lawson, Council Member 

Pearson, Council Member Mitchell, City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, Deputy Clerk of 

Council Richard Phipps, Chief Operating Officer Edena Reese-Atmore, Public Information Officer 

Kendall Davis, Finance Director Mandy McGhee, Assistant Finance Director Crystal Ferguson, 

IT Director Matthew Eggleston, and MiNET Director Mike Scaffidi were in attendance.  Attorney 

Stephen Durbin participated by Zoom. 

Discussion was held regarding minutes from previous meetings and the resolution adopting 

April as Fair Housing Month.  

Matt Eggleston presented a PowerPoint presentation and quarterly update on Information 

Technology. 
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Mike Scaffidi and Nancy Sherman presented a PowerPoint presentation and quarterly 

update on Telecommunications. 
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 City Council Executive Session began at 6:00 PM.  In accordance with the Code of Virginia, 

Title 2.2 Chapter 37, Freedom of Information Act to discuss the following: (1) 2.2-3711.A.1: 

Discussion consideration, or interviews of prospective candidates for employment, assignment, 

appointment, promotion, performance, demotion, salaries, disciplining, or resignation of specific 

public officers, appointees, or employees of any public body, concerning Board and Commission 

appointment/reappointments and the City Attorney recruitment, (2) 2.2-3711.A.3: Discussion 

or consideration of the acquisition of real property for a public purpose or disposition of publicly 

held real property, where discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the bargaining 

position or negotiating strategy of the public body, concerning the Option Agreement for West 

Piedmont Planning District Commission to acquire property on W. Fayette Street and Beaver 

Street from the Martinsville Housing and Redevelopment Authority, and (3) 2.2-3711.A.7: 

Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members or consultants pertaining to 

actual or probable litigation, where consultation in open meeting would adversely affect the 

City’s negotiation or litigating posture, concerning the deliberation on proposal related to 
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previous employee litigation. At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of 

Council certified that (1) only public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements 

were discussed in said Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the 

motion convening the Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the meeting.  

A motion was made by Council Member Lawson; seconded by Council Member Pearson with the 

following 5-0 recorded vote in favor to return to Open Session: Council Member Lawson, aye; 

Mayor Jones, aye; Council Member Mitchell, aye; Vice Mayor Rawls, aye; and Council Member 

Pearson, aye.    

 Regular Session began at 7:00 PM with additional attendees including Clerk of Council 

Karen Roberts, Public Works Director Greg Maggard, and Police Chief Rob Fincher.  

Call to Order – Mayor Jones welcomed everyone to the meeting, pointing out that agendas 

could be found in the back of the room and on the City’s website.  

Pledge to the American Flag and Invocation by Council Member Lawson. 

Proclamations and Presentations – Human Resources Director Travis Hodge recognized the 

First Quarter Service Awards.    

 

Hodge also recognized the First Quarter Retirees who will be sent a retirement gift.  

 

Consent Agenda – Lawson made a motion to approve the consent agenda including the 

minutes and the Resolution to adopt April as Fair Housing Month; Mitchell seconded the motion 

with all Council Members voting in favor. 
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Regular Agenda or new business – Consider readoption of Nuisance Code Ordinance – 

Community Development Director Keith Holland explained the need for a second approval. In 

February the ordinance was brought to Council for approval; unfortunately, during the second 

reading Council was given an outdated copy of the ordinance by mistake. Holland is requesting 

a second reading of the correct ordinance 2024-01.  Vice Mayor Rawls made a motion to ratify 

and adopt the corrected ordinance in hand that was discussed originally on February 13, 2024; 

Council Member Lawson seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  
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Presentation and consider proposed policy for Murals and Public Art – Community 

Development Director Keith Holland explained the need for the proposed mural policy. Council 

Member Pearson requested additional time to review the policy and asked that this item be 
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tabled until the April 23 Council meeting. Holland said surrounding areas were looked at when 

designing the policy.  Mayor Jones questioned the timetable for a business to get approval and 

suggested that be added to the policy in case of grants and funding.  
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Community Development Director Keith Holland detailed the option to acquire seven 

partials for development with a mix of 2 and 3bedroom single family units on the property that 

will be offered to home buyers that meet specific financial requirements. Multiple funding 

sources will be used on the project, and they are working with Nationwide Homes on the project. 

Mitchell questioned the option to offer the homes originally to seniors. It was decided to focus 

on the seniors in an upcoming project and not the W. Fayette Street location.  



April 9, 2024 Council Meeting 

 



April 9, 2024 Council Meeting 

 

 

Council Member Lawson made a motion to recess City Council and convene as Martinsville 

Redevelopment Housing Authority; Rawls seconded the motion with all members voting in favor. 

Housing Authority Vice Chair Rawls made a motion to approve the Option Agreement; Housing 

Authority Member Pearson seconded the agreement with the following roll call vote: Housing 

Authority Member Pearson, aye; Housing Authority Member Mitchell, aye; Housing Authority 

Vice Chair Rawls, aye; Housing Authority Chair Jones, aye; and Housing Authority Member 

Lawson, aye. Lawson made a motion to adjourn the Housing Authority and reconvene as 

Martinsville City Council; Rawls seconded the motion with the following roll call vote: Housing 

Authority Vice Chair Rawls, aye; Housing Authority Member Pearson, aye; Housing Authority 

Member Mitchell, aye; Housing Authority Chair Jones, aye; and Housing Authority Member 

Lawson, aye.  

Presentation of the City Manager’s Proposed Fiscal Year 2024-25 Operating and Capital 
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Budget - City Manager Ferrell-Benavides presented a PowerPoint discussing the proposed 

operating and capital budget.  

Communications from Visitors / Business from the Floor – Spencer Hairston of Terry Street 

said the budget report was a wonderful presentation and he hopes the citizens come together 

with the City to make the proposed budget work.  Hairston is pleased with how things look for 

the City and to be a part of the community.   

Comments by Members of City Council – Council Member Mitchell says he’s proud of what 

the city is doing. Council Member Lawson reminded citizens that Saturday April 13 is Hazardous 

Waste Day at the PSA warehouse in Bassett.  The Field of Flags is up at the intersection of 

Clearview and Liberty Streets to promote Child Abuse Prevention Awareness. The Methodist 

Church Community Center will offer a women’s conference May 10; this will be a ticketed event. 

Lawson mentioned Uptown traffic and has received comments from residents on changes; those 

comments were sent to Mayor Jones, the City Manager and the Public Works Manager. She 

noticed last week that traffic speed had decreased with the stop signs. Vice Mayor Rawls shared 

that Joe Sumner of NCI would be rolling out a fiber optic certification program; City staff has 

already taken the program and are all certified. Rawls thanked the City Manager for the 

presentation. Rawls learned that Senate Bill 14 was vetoed by the Governor; this was important 

to school funding in the area. Mayor Jones thanked everyone for coming out and special thanks 

to the finance team who worked on the budget.  

Public Works Manager Greg Maggard explained the Uptown stop sign/stop light changes 

and the procedures that were taken prior to those changes to inform Council and the public. 

Maggard and Council discussed options for Uptown intersections. Mayor Jones said not all 

Council Members were in favor of the options when the study was presented but he’s thankful 

that action was taken to slow the traffic. Jones asked for better communication when big 

changes are made. Council Member Pearson requests Maggard return to Council with additional 

ideas. Rawls and Jones emphasized that the intersections need police enforcement. City 

Manager Ferrell-Benavides recommended that this topic be brought back in a Work Session.  

Adjournment – Council Member Lawson made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:30pm. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts, Clerk of Council    LC Jones, Mayor   


