
 

 

 

 

April 28, 2026 

Martinsville City Council  

Meeting Minutes 

 

 

Call Open Session to Order - 5:30pm, Council Chambers; Municipal 

Building; 55 W Church St, Martinsville VA  

 

Mayor Jones was restored to office due to a Court Order issued on April 23, 

2026. All Councilmembers were present.  

 

a. Discuss and Consider Motion to go into Closed Session. Motion made 

by Vice Mayor Lawson and Second by Councilman Mei. Council 

convened in Closed Session with the Following 4-1 vote.  

 

●​ Councilman Mei; aye 

●​ Councilman Rawls; no 

●​ Councilman Gravely; aye 

●​ Vice Mayor Lawson; aye 

●​ Mayor Jones; aye 

 

 

Closed Session 5:30pm, Rm 32; Municipal Building 

City Council met in closed session beginning at 5:30pm to discuss the 

following:  

 

a.​ 2.2-3711 (A7) Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff 

members or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, where 

such consultation or briefing in open meeting would adversely affect the 

negotiating or litigating posture of the public body. With regard to Opioid 

Litigation. With regard to Show-Cause Order. With regard to Employment 

Law Investigation. 

 

b.​ b. 2.2-3711 (A8) Consultation with legal counsel employed or retained by 

a public body regarding specific legal matters requiring the provision of 

legal advice by such counsel. With regard to Opioid Litigation, with 

regard to Show-Cause Order, with regard to investigative reports and 

attorney- client privilege concerns.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All City Council Members were in attendance: Kathy Lawson, Rayshaun 

Gravely, Julian Mei, Aaron Rawls, and Mayor Jones. Staff in attendance were 

City Manager, Robert Fincher and City Attorney Representative, Stephen 

Durbin of Sands Anderson.  

 

Mayor Jones left Closed Session for the discussion of investigative reports and 

Employment Law Investigation.  

 

 

Return to Open Session and Certification of Closed Session - 7:10pm, 

Council Chambers; Municipal Building  

 

A.​ Upon a motion by Vice Mayor Lawson, and second by Councilman 

Gravely, City Council certifies that to the best of each member’s 

knowledge:  

 

(i)  only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting 

requirements under Section 2.2-3711; and 

(ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion by 

which the closed meeting was convened were heard, discussed or 

considered in the meeting by Council. 

 

B.​ Approved with the following 5-0 vote. 

●​ Councilman Mei; aye 

●​ Councilman Rawls; aye 

●​ Councilman Gravely; aye 

●​ Vice Mayor Lawson; aye 

●​ Mayor Jones; aye 

 

 

 

Regular Session - 7:10pm, Council Chambers 

Attendance: All City Council Members present.  

 

●​ Call to Order 

○​ Mayor Jones called the meeting to order beginning at 7pm. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

●​ Pledge of Allegiance 

 

●​ Invocation  

○​ Led by Pastor Tim Hunt, Rich Acres Christian Church 

 

●​ Take Any Action Necessary as A Result of the Executive Session  

○​ Motion by Councilman Rawls and Second by Vice Mayor Lawson to 

direct Sands Anderson to Provide Clarification to be made to the 

Workplace Investigation as Discussed by Members of Council in 

Closed Session Before Release to the Public, to be Prepared before 

July 14, 2026.  

■​ Approved with the following 4-0-1 vote. 

●​ Councilman Mei; aye 

●​ Councilman Rawls; aye 

●​ Councilman Gravely; aye 

●​ Vice Mayor Lawson; aye 

●​ Mayor Jones; abstain 

 

 

●​ Presentations and Proclamations 

○​ Recognition of Service Awards Recipients 

■​ Sheila Clark, Treasurer, 30 Years of Service  

■​ Rodney Howell, Fire Chief, 30 Years of Service  

■​ Michael Martin, City Hall Maintenance, 25 Years of Service  

■​ Christopher Bell, Police Department, 15 Years of Service  

■​ Justin Mills, Sheriff’s Office, 5 Years of Service  

■​ Jesse Shelton, Wastewater Plant, 5 Years of Service  

■​ Jared Young, Wastewater Plant, 5 Years of Service  

■​ John Kazcor – Retiring with 28 Years of Service  

■​ Richard Barrow – Retiring with 27 Years of Service  

■​ Charles Anderson – Retiring with 30 Years of Service  

 

○​ Proclamation Honoring Boy Scouts of America Troop 326 and 

Scoutmaster Nelson “Burr” Fox, III for the Troop’s 55th 

Anniversary -- Presented to Nelson "Burr" Fox, III and Troop 326 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

○​ Proclamation Honoring the Week of May 3-9, 2026 as National 

Corrections Officer & Employees Month -- Presented to City of 

Martinsville's Sheriff's Office 

 

○​ Police Officers' Memorial Proclamation -- Presented to City of 

Martinsville's Police Department 

○​ Presentation from Five Points Residents -- Kim Glisson, Housing 

Chairman of the Local NAACP  

■​ 5 Points Development Complaint brought to Martinsville City 

Council  

●​ Recognizes that City of Martinsville has worked 

tirelessly to provide Housing for the City of Martinsville 

●​ While VDOT regulates highway design and safety, 

which often mandate setbacks of 35 feet or more. 

Manufactured homes are recommended to have at 

least 75-feet from the right of way.  

●​ The group is asking that the City Council assists in 

meeting this recommendation.  

●​ Petition with more than 50% of residents has been 

formed, per VDOT process 

●​ Cited Pedestrian Safety Concerns, Stormwater 

Drainage, Lack of Foundation Support 

 

●​ Action Needed by Council:  

○​ Close 220 and West Church St to downhill traffic 

to Massey Street by supporting the petition to 

VDOT 

○​ Inspect/Repair and prevent future damage to 

5-point houses as needed 

  

○​ Planning Commission Update -- Joey Martin, Chairman  

■​ Commission held Public Hearing for Rezoning Request for 

Property on Bob Greggory St.  

■​ Held Work Session with Staff in regards to future zoning 

amendments and code enforcement  

 



 

 

 

 

■​ Comprehensive Plan Public Input Session held on April 27, 

2026 

 

■​ Comprehensive Plan is still under development, more 

updates to come soon.  

 

●​ Regular Agenda or New Business 

○​ Discuss and Consider Items of Consent  

■​ March 30, 2026 Meeting Minutes  

■​ April 14, 2026 Meeting Minutes  

 

○​ Motion to Approve Items of Consent made by Vice Mayor Lawson, 

Second by Councilman Mei Approved with the following 4-0-1 vote. 

●​ Councilman Mei; aye 

●​ Councilman Rawls; aye 

●​ Councilman Gravely; aye 

●​ Vice Mayor Lawson; aye 

●​ Mayor Jones; abstain  

 

●​ Discuss and Consider Setting a Public Hearing for Next Regular 

Council Meeting (May 12) to hear names for City School Board 

○​ Motion to Set a Public Hearing for the Next City Council 

Meeting to hear names for City School Board made by Vice 

Mayor Lawson and Second by Councilman Mei. Approved 

with the following 5-0 vote. 

●​ Councilman Mei; aye 

●​ Councilman Rawls; aye 

●​ Councilman Gravely; aye 

●​ Vice Mayor Lawson; aye 

●​ Mayor Jones; aye 

 

●​ Discuss and Consider Adoption of 2026 Rules of Council 

○​ Motion to Adopt the 2026 Rules of Council made by Vice 

Mayor Lawson and Second by Councilman Mei, upon the 

addition of Members of the Public may sign up to speak the 

night of the meeting by writing in their names on the podium 

sign-up sheet.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

○​ Approved with the following 5-0 vote. 

●​ Councilman Mei; aye 

●​ Councilman Rawls; aye 

●​ Councilman Gravely; aye 

●​ Vice Mayor Lawson; aye 

●​ Mayor Jones; aye 

 

 

 

●​ Discuss and Consider a Request from West Piedmont Planning 

District Commission for Martinsville Redevelopment and Housing 

Authority to Transfer Ownership of the Property Located at 201 

Second Street to WPPDC for the Purpose of Developing the 

Property for Housing Purposes 

○​ Motion to recess as Council and convene as Martinsville 

Redevelopment and Housing Authority made by Kathy 

Lawson and Second by Julian Mei.  

■​ Approved with the following 5-0 vote:  

●​ Councilman Mei; aye 

●​ Councilman Rawls; aye 

●​ Councilman Gravely; aye 

●​ Vice Mayor Lawson; aye 

●​ Mayor Jones; aye 

 

■​ Motion to approve the Transfer Property made by 

Commissioner Lawson and Second by Commissioner 

Rawls. Approved with 5-0 vote.  

●​ Commissioner Mei; aye 

●​ Commissioner Rawls; aye 

●​ Commissioner Gravely; aye 

●​ Commissioner Lawson; aye 

●​ Chairman Jones; aye  

 

○​ Motion to recess as Martinsville Redevelopment and Housing 

Authority and reconvene as City Council made by Vice Mayor 

Lawson and Second by Julian Mei.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

○​ Approved with the following 5-0 vote. 

●​ Commissioner Mei; aye 

●​ Commissioner Rawls; aye 

●​ Commissioner Gravely; aye 

●​ Commissioner Lawson; aye 

●​ Chairman Jones; aye 

 

 

●​ Presentation of 26-27 Budget by Robert Fincher, City Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Adjournment 

A.​ Motion to adjourn made by Councilman Rawls at 9pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


