
December 14, 2021 Council Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on December 

14, 2021 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:00 PM with Mayor Kathy Lawson 

presiding. Other Council Members present included Danny Turner, Jennifer Bowles, and 

Tammy Pearson.  Council Member Chad Martin was not present. Staff present included City 

Manager Leon Towarnicki, City Attorney Eric Monday, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, Finance 

Director Mandy McGhee, Community Development Director Mark McCaskill, and Police Captain 

Chad Rhodes. 

Mayor Lawson called the meeting to order.  Following the Pledge to the American Flag and 

invocation by Rev. Charles Whitfield, Pastor of First Baptist Church East Martinsville, Lawson 

welcomed everyone to the meeting.   

Approve minutes from the November 4, 2021, November 9, 2021 and the November 16, 

2021 Council Meetings – Vice Mayor Bowles requested a correction to the November 4 minutes 

prior to the Council meeting.  Bowles made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  

Council Member Turner seconded the motion with all Council Member voting in favor.  

Consider adoption of a joint Resolution with Henry County recognizing the work of Dr. 

Mark Crabtree and The Piedmont Virginia Dental Health Foundation in establishing and 

operating the Community Dental Clinic – Former Mayor Gene Teague thanked Council for the 

resolution honoring Dr. Crabtree and detailed the benefits of the Dental Clinic. Teague 

summarized the many people and organizations that are to thank for the success of the clinic 

and recognized Dr. Crabtree for his time and contributions.  Council Member Pearson made a 

motion to adopt the resolution.  Vice Mayor Bowles seconded the motion with all Council 

Members voting in favor.  Mayor Lawson invited Dr. Crabtree to the podium. Mayor Lawson 

read the resolution which was presented to Dr. Crabtree and those in attendance. Jim Adams, 

Chairman of the Henry County Board of Supervisors said he has experienced the need for 

emergency dental care and said that the clinic has been a vital asset to the community. 

Council Member Turner said the services the clinic provides has helped a lot of people in the 

community. Council Member Pearson thanked Dr. Crabtree for all he has done for the 

community.  Vice Mayor Bowles said the Crabtree family has a giving heart and spirit.  What 

we have in Martinsville with the clinic is not readily available in other communities and the 

City is blessed to have this clinic to help low-income families or those with no dental 

insurance. Crabtree said that the dental students are scheduled to return soon but COVID 

has affected their availability.  
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Consider reading and presenting a proclamation recognizing the 70th anniversary of the 

Martinsville Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority – Vice Mayor Bowles read the 

proclamation which was presented to the sorority members in attendance. Brunell Thomas 

thanked Council for the recognition and on behalf of the sorority, they graciously accepted the 

proclamation.  Thomas asked that parents encourage their seniors to apply for the 

scholarships and summarized the benefits of the sorority to the community.  
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Conduct a public hearing on a Special Use Permit request from Smith Wholesale, Inc. to 

allow for the operation of an office and self-storage facility on property located at 204 Broad 

Street – Community Development Director Mark McCaskill detailed the need for the public 

hearing and the Special Use Permit.  204 Broad Street is being remodeled for storage units 

and offices.  No public comments were received at the Planning Commission hearing.  Mayor 

Lawson opened the public hearing; no one approached the podium so the public hearing was 

closed.  Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to approve the special use permit.  Council Member 

Turner seconded the motion with the following 4-0 roll call vote: Vice Mayor Bowles, aye; 

Council Member Turner; aye; Mayor Lawson, aye; and Council Member Pearson. 

 



December 14, 2021 Council Meeting 



December 14, 2021 Council Meeting 



December 14, 2021 Council Meeting 



December 14, 2021 Council Meeting 



December 14, 2021 Council Meeting 

 
 

Hear a report from Robinson Farmer Cox Associates on the City’s FY21 audit – Michael 

Lupton of Robinson Farmer Cox was present to summarize the recent audit and the results.  

There were no significant deficiencies or weaknesses to report and there were no compliance 

findings on the audit performed on various programs and departments. 

Consider a request from Martinsville City Schools to appropriate $694,212 to various 

School budget categories to cover capital needs and anticipated reductions in state funding – 

Martinsville School Superintendent Dr. Zeb Talley shared that Martinsville High School has 

the highest on-time graduation rate of any district in southwest VA and 100% of seniors are 

workforce ready when they graduate. The students have a high rate of advanced class 

attendance and an excellent education. The school board asks for carry-over funds to be 

returned to cover capital needs and anticipated state funding reductions.  The schools will not 

know until March or April, 2022 whether they will receive the extra state funding, in which 

case Council can appropriate the funds based on what state funding the schools receive next 

year. Vice Mayor Bowles asked for clarification on various capital projects. Council Member 

Turner asked how COVID funding was used. Travis Clemmons confirmed that some of those 

funds are earmarked for capital projects but they are waiting on approval. The school has 

submitted a budget, pending approval on how the COVID funds are intended to be used.  

Clemmons explained that bathroom renovations are overdue and would include more hands-

free systems. Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to appropriate $222,860 for capital expenses;  

Council Member Pearson seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 
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Conduct a public hearing for the purpose of transferring certain properties owned by the 

City of Martinsville to the Martinsville Redevelopment and Housing Authority as part of the 

Five Points Housing Project – City Attorney Monday explained the purpose of the public 

hearing and request to transfer the lots is a “housekeeping” step.  The Housing Authority is 

overseeing the project so all property needs to be under the Housing Authority to simplify the 

purchase by buyers. Mayor Lawson opened the public hearing.  No one approached the 

podium so the hearing was closed. Vice Mayor Bowles made the motion to authorize the City 

Manager to transfer the lots to MRHA and to execute any necessary consolidation or 

subdivision deeds.  Council Member Pearson seconded the motion with a 4-0 roll call vote: 

Mayor Lawson, aye; Council Member Pearson, aye; Council Member Turner, aye; and Vice 

Mayor Bowles, aye. 

Consider approval of projects listed for the City’s 2022 Comprehensive Economic 

Development Strategy (CEDS) list – Community Development Director McCaskill consolidated 

Council’s requested changes and additions for the new list.  Pearson asked if the Uptown 

Partnership had requested anything specific and asked that those be pointed out.  McCaskill 

explained those changes were documented in blue and summarized those. Mayor Lawson asked 

that “identifying deficiencies” be added to one of the categories.  Vice Mayor Bowles asked for a 

correction in spelling. Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to approve the CEDS list.  Council 

Member Turner seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 
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The City annually determines its legislative priorities.  Attached is the City’s proposed 2022 

Legislative Agenda for consideration for approval – City Attorney Monday feels confident that 

he has incorporated all of Council’s comments from previous meetings.  Monday has 

discussed with Council Members the cost of the lobbyist hired to represent the City; he was 

hired with the expectation that Henry County would vote against reversion. Monday touched 

on the option of legal fee reimbursement since Henry Counted voted against the Voluntary 

Settlement Agreement. Council Members support the increased street maintenance option 

towards walkable Uptown, affordable housing, energy efficient programs, and the increase in 

the per diem rate for inmates. Council Member Turner made the motion to approve the 

Legislative Agenda.  Vice Mayor Bowles seconded the motion with all Council Members voting 

in favor.  Monday shared the redistricting map with not much change in the House district but 

pointed out that the Senate district is changing drastically.  The Congressional district did not 

change much. The maps have only been out for a week so Monday is unsure what Danville 

and Pittsylvania County’s opinions are. There are public hearings tomorrow and Friday 

regarding the redistricting. Monday does not recommend participation in the public hearing 

but said the court will pay better attention to written comments.  
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Consider approval of consent agenda – Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to approve the 

consent agenda as presented.  Council Member Pearson seconded the motion with all Council 

Members voting in favor. 

 

Business from the Floor – none 
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Comments by City Council – Council Member Pearson wished Council, Staff and residents a 

Merry Christmas. She looks forward to a new year and a new start and working closely with the 

citizens. The warming center in Martinsville needs donations. Council Member Turner said 

donations were raised to pay for the Arlington Cemetery wreaths for our local veterans.  The 

Veterans Service Organization and Wright Funeral Home raised money to purchase wreaths for 

local veteran graves.  Residents are invited to attend Richard’s Dinner meal at no cost.   Turner 

asked if there was anything Martinsville could do to assist people affected by the tornadoes this 

week.  Towarnicki explained that he is working with the Fire Department and the Red Cross to 

collaborate assistance. Turner asked about Martinsville being a Resilient City and how that 

could benefit those in need. Vice Mayor Bowles encourages residents to get vaccinations and 

boosters before the Christmas holiday gatherings.  Bowles attended the SPCA grand opening. 

She attended the annual tree lighting and she is thankful for Ground Floor for passing out hot 

chocolate.  She attended the annual Fire Department and Police Department dinner; Bowles 

applauds the officers and first responders.  Bowles will be participating in Dancing for the Arts 

on March 5 at 4:00pm.  She attended the Pardon but Not Forgotten Gala with Mayor Lawson on 

December 9 where the Deputy Secretary of the Commonwealth and Director of African American 

Affairs attended to present the pardons to the Martinsville Seven families.   The Virginia Board 

of Historical Sources approved the marker in recognition of the Martinsville Seven which will be 

placed in front of the historical Henry County Courthouse; she applauds City Attorney Monday 

for his efforts to help with that marker which will be unveiled February 26, 2022. Bowles 

thanked the Martinsville Seven Initiative for their work. Start Up Martinsville through CPEG 

applications will be available soon for anyone looking to start up or grow their business. Mayor 

Lawson thanked the City Manager for his help in taking down the flags for Pearl Harbor Day.  

Happy belated birthday to Council Member Turner last week. Lawson thanked Piedmont Arts 

for sponsoring Holiday Pops at the Martinsville High School which was well attended.  Prayers 

for the Mayfield, Kentucky community affected by the tornados, every building in the town was 

destroyed. Lawson encourages residents to donate to a reputable organization since there will 

be a lot of scammers. Virginia and the local Martinsville Red Cross have deployed crews to assist 

in food donation in Kentucky.  There are still 100 people missing. Martinsville is blessed to have 

the very best staff; employees don’t get recognized near enough. Special thank you to City 

employees and especially the City Manager and City Attorney.  County Administrator Tim Hall 

submitted his retirement resignation for the end of this fiscal year.  Turner organized recognition 

for local companies recently that were celebrating anniversaries; Lawson also recognized Burch 

Hodges Stone which was organized 1891, Prillaman Meat Market, Martinsville Glass and also 

the Martinsville Volunteer Fire Department which was organized in 1891. There is a lot of history 

in our area with even more anniversaries coming up. This is the last meeting of 2021; Lawson 

thanked City Council for their contributions to the citizens and community, especially for Turner 

and his contributions towards the veterans. Happy Holidays, Merry Christmas and Happy New 
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Years. Lawson also pointed out that Christmas Cheer is 70 years old; she thanked volunteers, 

residents and City employees for their contributions to continue to make that successful.  

Lawson also thanked the Salvation Army Volunteers. 

Comments by the City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki said the City employees met and 

exceeded the United Way goal.  He recognized City employees who volunteered to ring the bell 

for the Salvation Army for 3-days.  City Attorney Monday apologized on behalf of Council Member 

Martin who was not being able to attend because of his new job.  

Mayor Lawson advised Council would go into Closed Session beginning at 8:42pm.  In 

accordance with section 2.1-344 (A) Code of Virginia (1950, and as amended), and upon a motion 

by Vice Mayor Bowles, seconded by Council Member Turner with the following 4-0 recorded 

vote: Mayor Lawson, aye; Vice Mayor Bowles, aye; Council Member Pearson, aye; and Council 

Member Turner, aye.  Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) 

Discussion or consideration of the investment of public funds where competition or bargaining 

is involved, where, if made public initially, the financial interest of the governmental unit would 

be adversely affected, as authorized by Subsection 6 specifically related to baseball (B) 

Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members, attorneys or consultant 

pertaining to actual or probable litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring the provision 

of legal advice by such counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7 specifically related to reversion, 

and (Addendum) Appointments to boards and commissions, as authorized by Subsection 1.   

At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) only 

public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed 

Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the Closed 

Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the meeting.  A motion was made by Vice 

Mayor Bowles; seconded by Council Member Pearson with the following 4-0 recorded vote in 

favor to return to Open Session: Council Member Turner, aye; Council Member Pearson, aye;  

Vice Mayor Bowles, aye; and Mayor Lawson, aye. No action was taken out of Closed Session 

There being no further business, Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to adjourn the meeting; 

the motion was seconded by Council Member Pearson with all Council Members voting in favor.  

The meeting adjourned at 9:20pm. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts, Clerk of Council    Kathy Lawson, Mayor 

 

   


