
April 13, 2021 Council Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on April 13, 

2021 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:00 PM with Mayor Kathy Lawson presiding. 

Other Council Members present included Danny Turner, Jennifer Bowles, and Tammy Pearson.  

Council Member Martin participated by phone.  Staff present included City Manager Leon 

Towarnicki, Assistant City Manager/City Attorney Eric Monday, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, 

Community Development Director Mark McCaskill, Water Resources Director Mike Kahle and 

Police Chief Eddie Cassady. 

Mayor Lawson called the meeting to order.  Following the Pledge to the American Flag and 

invocation, Mayor Lawson welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Lawson explained that the meeting 

would follow COVID guidelines, allowing limited attendance and recognizing social distancing 

recommendations. City Attorney Monday stated that Council Member Martin would be allowed to 

participate by phone pursuant to Code of Virginia 2.2-3708.2A1B with Council’s approval.  

Council Member Martin contacted Mayor Lawson and City Manager Towarnicki earlier in the day 

stating that his employment will keep him out of town and he would not be able to physically 

attend the Council meeting. While this code normally limits absences to two meetings per 

calendar year, the emergency ordinance adopted during the pandemic is still in effect and is also 

addressed by an executive order.  Vice Mayor Bowles made the motion to allow Martin to 

participate electronically.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Pearson with all four 

Members in attendance voting in favor.   

Approve minutes from the March 23, 2021 Meeting – Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to 

approve the minutes as presented.  Council Member Turner seconded the motion with all Council 

Members voting in favor.  

Consider adoption of a resolution committing the City to certain in-kind contributions related 

to the Pine Hall Road Community Development Block Grant Project application to the Virginia 

Department of Housing and Community Development – Community Development Director Mark 

McCaskill explained the need for the resolution and answered questions related to the 

contributions. Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to adopt the resolution committing the City to 

certain in-kind contributions related to the Pine Hall Road Grant; Council Member Turner 

seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor 
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Consider adoption of a resolution authorizing staff to execute an agreement for the City of 

Martinsville to participate in the statewide Virginia Water and Wastewater Agency Response 

Network (VA WARN) – Water Resources Director Mike Kahle explained VA WARN; explaining the 

intent is to pool municipalities all over the state in case of natural or man-made disaster while 

those communities affected wait for federal aid.  Council Member Pearson made a motion to adopt 

the resolution authorizing staff to execute an agreement for the City to participate in VA WARN; 

Vice Mayor Bowles seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  
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Consider adoption of a joint Resolution with Henry County in support of construction of the 

Martinsville Southern Connector and to request funding for the project to be included in the 

upcoming Infrastructure Plan – City Manager Towarnicki detailed the need for the resolution, 

stating that there has been a lot of discussion regarding the connector and the route that it would 

take due to environmental concerns.  This resolution was approved earlier today by Henry 

County. Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to adopt the joint resolution in support of construction 

of the Southern Connector and to request funding for the project to be included in the upcoming 

infrastructure plan; Council Member Pearson seconded the motion with all Council voting in 

favor.  
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Read a proclamation recognizing April as Child Abuse Prevention Month – Vice Mayor Bowles 

read the proclamation.  Kerry and Ricky Walker arrived later during the meeting and Bowles 

presented them the proclamation. Mr. Walker thanked Council for the proclamation.  FOCUS on 

Youth and CASA supports the volunteer advocates who work with the children and families while 

they navigate through the court system to ensure the best outcome for them. This month is all 

about highlighting what the organization does throughout the year.  With the assistance of the 

Exchange Club, the Field of Flags was set up at the entrance to Roselawn Cemetery.  
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Read and present a proclamation recognizing April 18, 2021 as National Lineman Appreciation 

Day – Mayor Lawson read the proclamation which was presented to Jimmy Rigney, representative 

of the City Electric Department who thanked Council for honoring the City lineman.  Council 

Member Martin recognized the lineman, the dangerous job they have and stated that they are 

appreciated.  Vice Mayor Bowles said the lineman do an amazing job and the City is lucky to have 

them.  Mayor Lawson said surrounding community residents comment often about how fast the 

City gets power restored compared to other locations.  
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Consider a request by the Virginia Municipal League to submit nominations for membership 

on the VML 2021 Policy Committees – Council agreed on the following VML Policy Committee 

Nominations:  Community and Economic Development will be Council Member Pearson and 

Council Member Martin, Environmental Quality will be City Attorney Eric Monday, Finance will 

be City Manager Towarnicki, General Laws will be Council Member Tuner, Human Development 

and Education will be Vice Mayor Bowles, and Transportation will be Mayor Lawson.  
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Consider approval of consent agenda- Council Member Turner made a motion to approve the 

consent agenda as presented; Vice Mayor Bowles seconded the motion with all Council Members 

voting in favor. 



April 13, 2021 Council Meeting 
Business from the Floor – Council Member Martin said residents had concerns about a recent 

water main break.  Mike Kahle detailed the break Friday morning which occurred due to a “water 

hammer” effect while accessing a hydrant during a fire.  Virginia Department of Health requires 

the City to distribute boil water notices in situations like this; this time  it was localized and not 

City-wide. Some areas that were not affected may still have had low water pressure but were not 

required to boil the water. Pearson asked that communication be shared to the website also in 

the future. Turner suggested the 911 system to get the word out.  

Comments by City Council – Council Member Turner offered his condolences to the Wood 

Brothers Racing Team and family for the passing of Bernice Wood.  Council Member Pearson 

wished Mayor Lawson a belated happy birthday and thanked her for her friendship and 

leadership.  Being in the restaurant business, Pearson spoke to race fans the previous week and 

she wanted to thank everyone who planned and executed a successful race weekend. Thank you 

to local businesses and hotels.  Pearson said she only heard positive remarks and comments on 

how welcoming Martinsville residents were.  Council Member Martin stated what Mr. Walker and 

the FOCUS on Youth and CASA organizations do for the youth is amazing. Vice Mayor Bowles 

said that it’s exciting to hear positive things from visitors and thanked residents for their support.  

Bowles also wished Mayor Lawson a happy belated birthday. Mayor Lawson commented again on 

the Field of Flags and encouraged residents to visit.  VDOT says that is the busiest intersection 

in the City with over 10,000 vehicles passing through each day so it is the perfect place to help 

raise awareness.  Lawson reminded residents of Hazardous Waste Day on April 24 in Bassett.  

Lawson said the race last weekend was handled well and professional and drew a good crowd.  It 

was one of the better races in Martinsville. 

Comments by the City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki reminded Council of the reversion 

work session tomorrow (Wednesday) 530-730pm; this will be a closed session. Towarnicki shared 

that April 11-17 is National 911 Public Safety Telecommunicators week and thanked all of the 

local dispatchers. There will be a notice in the utility bills regarding a scheduled power outage on 

May 8 and 9 from midnight – 4:00am due to AEP work.  Additional information will be provided 

on the website, on utility bills and via a media release.  City magnets are available with important 

information and emergency contact numbers, and will be distributed.   Monday reminded 

residents that April 21 is Historical Garden Week and tickets must be purchased in advance  

There being no further business, Council Member Turner made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting; the motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Bowles with all Council Members voting in 

favor.  The meeting adjourned at 7:55pm. 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 
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