
December 13, 2022 Council Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on December 

13, 2022 in the Municipal Building Council Chambers, beginning at 7:00 PM with Mayor Kathy 

Lawson presiding. Other Council Members present included Danny Turner, Chad Martin, and 

Jennifer Bowles. Council Member Tammy Pearson was not in attendance.  Staff present included 

City Manager Leon Towarnicki, Assistant City Manager and City Attorney Eric Monday, Clerk of 

Council Karen Roberts, Community Development Director Mark McCaskill, Fire Chief Ted 

Anderson, Clerk of Court Ashby Pritchett and Clerk of Court staff, Finance Director Many 

McGhee, Public Information Officer Kendall Davis, and Police Chief Eddie Cassady. 

Mayor Lawson called the meeting to order. Council Member Martin lead the pledge to the 

flag and offered the invocation.  Mayor Lawson welcomed everyone to the meeting, stating that 

printed agendas could be found in the back of the room and on the City website for those 

watching from home.  

Approve minutes from November 14, 2022 Southside Neighborhood Meeting and the 

November 15, 2022 Council meeting – Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to approve the minutes 

as presented; Council Member Turner seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in 

favor.  

Consider recognizing Vice-Mayor Jennifer Bowles and Council Member Danny Turner for 

their service to the citizens of Martinsville – Public Information Officer Kendall Davis shared a 

presentation of pictures from Vice Mayor Bowles’ and Council Member Turner’s years on City 

Council.  Mayor Lawson read the proclamation for Council Member Turner and Vice Mayor 

Bowles. Lawson presented them both with a key to the City. Council Member Martin stated that 

he’s had some interesting interactions and shared memorable facts about Turner including 

Turner’s support of local veterans and Turner’s compassion for Martinsville and the residents.  

Martin said that it’s been an interesting experience to see how much Vice Mayor Bowles has 

grown in the time she’s served on Council, quoted “big things come in small packages”.  Bowles 

may be the smallest person in the room but she has the biggest heart. Martin stated that he 

feels confident that Bowles has a bright future in politics and she will do amazing things.  Mayor 

Lawson, said it’s been an honor and pleasure to serve on Council with both Turner and Bowles.  

Turner has single handedly brought more attention to the local veterans than anyone and he 

did this all from his heart.  Bowles has brought a younger perspective to Council and she has 

served on various boards with honor and integrity. Lawson said Turner and Bowles will be sorely 

missed as members of Council.  Former Mayor Teague approached the podium and stated that 

he appreciates the job that all Council Members do.  Teague thanked Turner, addressing him 

as former Mayor.  Teague has served with 20 of the 68 Council Members who have served 

Martinsville over the years; Turner promotes the City better than most anyone else has and by 

far one of the better members of Council to make Martinsville better, focusing especially on the 

local veterans.  One of Bowles legacies is the way she approached her job with an energy and 

passion to learn.  Teague also addressed Police Chief Eddie Cassady, Fire Chief Ted Anderson 
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and Clerk of Court Ashby Pritchett for their years of service to the City.  Ralph Lawson 

approached the podium and thanked both Bowles and Turner for helping put out the flags 

throughout the City and their support of the Exchange Club. Lawson recognized Fire Chief 

Anderson for the smoke alarm program and Police Chief Cassady for the crime stoppers program 

and thanked both for their service. Council Member Turner said he traveled with Bowles often 

and he has seen in Bowles the grace of her mother and the fire of her father.  Vice Mayor Bowles 

said she doesn’t think there was ever a Mayor and Vice Mayor duo that traveled so often together 

to do things for the City.  Bowles recognized Turner again for the amazing job he’s done for 

Martinsville and especially for the veterans.   

 

Consider recognizing retiring Martinsville Circuit Court Clerk Ashby Pritchett, Martinsville 

Fire Chief Ted Anderson, and Martinsville Police Chief Eddie Cassady for their service to the 

citizens of Martinsville – Council Member Martin read the proclamation for Ashby Pritchett and 

presented him with a Key to the City.  Mayor Lawson read the proclamation for Eddie Cassady 

and presented him with a Key to the City. Vice Mayor Bowles read the proclamation for Ted 

Anderson and presented him with a Key to the City. Pritchett said it’s been a “devil of 37 years 

and a blessing” to serve the City.  Pritchett says he’s been through numerous Councils, City 

Managers and City Attorneys and they’ve all worked well together.  God Bless all and he hopes 

that the City continues to prosper.  Cassady said Vice Mayor Bowles’ grandfather Pete Petty was 

his training officer and one of the most influential people in his career. He said it’s about the 

employees, the staff and the citizens working together.  Anderson said it’s been an honor and a 
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blessing to be a servant to the residents of Martinsville. He’s had great guidance from former 

and current Council members. The friends he’s made and the influencers who have guided him 

have led him to where he is today.  Thank you to the community and the citizens for allowing 

him to serve.  Anderson introduced the new Fire Chief chosen from several great candidates, 

welcome and congratulations Dan Howell.  Howell thanked Martinsville for allowing him to begin 

his service with the fire department in 1996 and offered his continued commitment to serve the 

citizen of Martinsville.   
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Hear a report from Robinson Farmer Cox Associates on the City’s FY22 audit – Michael 

Lupton, representative for Robinson, Farmer, Cox Associates shared details about the City’s 

FY22 audit.  They audited the financial records for the City of Martinsville for fiscal year 2022 

in accordance with general auditing standards.  It is their opinion that the financial statements 

are correct in accordance with the accounting principles which is the highest level of assurance 

they can offer in their profession.  In accordance with government auditing standards, they 

issued a report on internal controls and he is pleased to report that they did not encounter any 

significant deficiencies.  They performed an audit of City and School Board expenditures, 

including an audit of the ARPA funds and ESSR funds and found no non-compliant items. 

Lupton explained that overall, the audit looked good from a financial accounting perspective.  

Council Member Martin asked for public benefit, does the audit prove that Martinsville is fiscally 

stressed.  Lupton explained that the APA uses the audited financial statements to determine the 

fiscal distressed calculations for local governments in the state.  Martin said he is glad there is 

a third party that can verify that information.  

Read and present a proclamation acknowledging the 50th anniversary of ANCHOR 

Commission – Vice Mayor Bowles read the proclamation which was presented to Ricky Walker, 

Executive Director of ANCHOR Commission. Walker thanked Council for their support over the 

past 50-years.  Walker introduced Mike Kirby and Robin Campbell who are long term employees 

of ANCHOR and shared their responsibilities.   



December 13, 2022 Council Meeting 

 

Hear an update on the Community Health Worker project – Kris Schrader explained the 

Community Health Worker position and introduced Diana Foley, Community Health Worker 

under Fire and EMS.  Foley provided a PowerPoint presentation on the Health Worker project.  
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Consider adoption of a Resolution supporting the Virginia 250 Celebration – City Attorney 

Monday explained the need for the resolution which is required by any locality that may be 

applying to the commission for grants to assist in the observance of the 250th.  Martinsville and 

Virginia have a lot to celebrate.  If the resolution is not adopted in a locality, that locality’s grant 

request will not be considered. The General Assembly has appropriated $15million for the 

celebration in Virginia which is as much as the National Commission has appropriated and 

Monday expects that total to increase even more. Vice Mayor Bowles made the motion to adopt 

the resolution.  Council Member Martin seconded the motion. Turner said one of the big events 

is the Crossing of the Dan 60 miles away. Martinsville would be a prime location for people 

traveling through the area reliving the revolution. Monday said the victory and independence 

was won in the South. All Council Members voted in favor.  
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Consider information related to the City proposed 2023 Legislative Agenda – City Attorney 

Monday said that it was decided during the meetings with the Mayor and Vice Mayor that this 

information should include the new Council Members.  Mayor Lawson requested that proper 

funding of the Public Defender’s office should be included.   
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Consider information related to the 2023 Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 

(CEDS) list – Community Development Manager Mark McCaskill said the final list is not needed 

until the end of January and the official email has not been sent out to the localities yet.  Mayor 
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Lawson stated that there is some tweaking to be done including the West End Pine Hall project 

which is still listed and in the works.  Vice Mayor Bowles is excited that a couple of attendees 

at a previous neighborhood meeting are being approved for the Pine Hall project also. 
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Consider approval of the consent agenda – Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to approve the 

consent agenda as presented. Council Member Martin seconded the motion with all Council 

Members voting in favor. 
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Business from the Floor – Keith Owens, 1708 Meadowview Lane thanked Council Member 

Turner and Vice Mayor Bowles for their service and stated that there is no doubt the people are 

the most important thing in the City. Owens asked Bowles to never give up and he hopes to see 

her back on City Council in the future.  The Martinsville-Henry County Warming Center is 

looking for overnight and intake volunteers and meal donations; they are currently serving an 

average of 37 people.  There is a need in the City to help the underserved and homeless in the 

area. It’s the right thing to do to help take care of the people of Martinsville. If there was a 

fulltime shelter, they could help residents find jobs and permanent housing.  Blankets, pillows, 

hygiene products, towels, etc. can be donated at Forest Hills Presbyterian Church or reach out 

to Owens or Aerial Johnson and they’ll pick those items up. Again, volunteers are desperately 

needed. Owens shared his contact number for anyone who does not have Facebook. Meals are 

accepted and appreciated.  Leroy Hairston, 109 Terry Street shared that although Turner and 

Bowles terms are ending, their service to the community should not.  The City has a lot of work 

to do and citizens need to band together to push the City forward.  Hairston thanked Council 

Members for putting up with him and he hopes that they could forgive him for striking nerves, 

but he will stand his ground wherever he goes.  

Mayor Lawson wanted to clarify that Closed session for boards and commissions will be held 

after the regular meeting.  

Comments by City Council – Council Member Martin wished everyone a happy holiday and 

thanked Bowles and Turner for their service. Martin thanked Chief Cassady, Chief Anderson 

and Clerk of Court Pritchett for their service also.  Council Member Turner thanked everyone 

for allowing him to serve on Council 12-1/2 years and said that the experience has been 

humbling.  He plans to continue working for the community and is currently working with an 

international company that may be moving to the area soon.  Turner mentioned Lou Whitaker 

and he asked the City Manager if there was some way to honor him once the Mustangs ball park 

is completed.  Turner reminded residents of Richard’s Dinner, meals can be delivered as far as 
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Patrick and Franklin Counties.  Turner presented gifts to Council and staff.  Vice Mayor Bowles 

share that Head of State will be hosting their Third Annual Faith in Future Toy Drive and Ride 

on December 17 from 1:00-5:00pm with a free toy giveaway; children must be present to receive 

the gift. There will also be food trucks on site for this event at 714 Memorial Boulevard.  Bowles 

encouraged citizens to follow the Utilities page for updates on power outages.  Tomorrow, FAHI 

is asking the community to join them for their Christmas open house from 3:00-5:00pm at 211 

Fayette street.  Bowles thanked the citizens and her family for giving her the opportunity to 

serve on City Council and recognized her sister who stepped up after Bowles’ mother passed 

away.  Bowles wants everyone to know that the person she is today, is because of her sister.  

Bowles thanked the residents for voting during the last election.  Bowles gained a lot of 

fulfillment serving the citizens while on Council.  

Bowles made a motion to authorize the City Manager to execute an addendum for Next 

P.L.A.N. Athletics for Mustangs Management for three additional years with a two-year extension 

at their request.  The Martinsville Mustangs have done an amazing job with baseball in our 

community, they sold out their advertisement for the first time in quite some time.   They sold 

out Hooker Field for the first time in decades, numbers don’t lie.  Bowles wants to see the 

dedication of Lou Whitaker and encourages our youth to follow in his footsteps. Quality of life 

matters in Martinsville.  Martin seconded the motion. Turner questioned the motion and the 

contract.  Bowles, Lawson and Martin voted in favor of the motion, Turner voted against for a 

3-1 vote.   

Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to terminate City Attorney Monday’s contract effective 

January 2, 2023.  Bowles explained that this does not suggest any malfeasance on Monday’s 

part.  Monday has always been hard working, ethical, and understanding during her eight years 

on Council.  Bowles reflected back on their most recent collaboration on the Martinsville Seven 

project, sharing that they had very honest and direct conversations about how they wanted to 

see our community progress and move forward.  She is thankful that Monday worked with her 

and that together they were able to get that project complete.  Since the new Council has 

indicated they would like to go in a new direction, this decision will clear the deck for a clean 

slate and allow Monday to start looking for new career opportunities.  Council Member Martin 

seconded the motion.  Mayor Lawson added that while at the VML in October, she had a question 

for the VML attorney.  The attorney asked which City she represented and when she told him 

Martinsville, he responded “Oh you have Eric Monday, you have the best.  Monday has served 

the City with honesty and integrity and has been outstanding to work with.  Monday gave up 

his private practice to serve Martinsville City.  He is in the top 1% of attorney’s in the 

Commonwealth having been chosen as a Virginia Law Foundation Fellow which is a big honor.   

Lawson agrees with Bowles, they need to wipe the slate clean because everyone has heard the 

rumors.  Monday will be a very valuable employee for someone and it will be with remorse when 

she casts her vote.  Council Member Turner asked how long the City can go without an attorney.  
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Monday explained that the new Council can appoint a replacement at the Organizational 

meeting January 3 and referenced the City charter which states that Council can appoint any 

City officer they want at that time.  Turner asked if this motion would trigger the $100,000 buy-

out.  Monday stated that he does not intend to take the severance.  Martin said when he first 

began serving on Council, he voiced some of his frustrations about how some things were 

handled on Council. Monday pulled Martin aside and told him that some people do not like the 

truth and when you are a person who “shoots straight from the hip” then they do not know how 

to handle that. Martin appreciates Monday’s honesty and being straight forward.    You don’t 

have to guess what’s on Monday’s mind because he tells you which is refreshing to work with 

someone like that. Martin appreciates Monday’s wise council and he considers Monday a friend. 

Martin stated that he hates politics because of things like this. We often think when we love 

someone that we have to hold that person close and not let them go; real love is opening that 

door and allowing people to move forward when they need to.  All present Council Members 

voted in favor to terminate Monday’s contract.  Mayor Lawson thanked Monday for his service.  

Vice Mayor Bowles said a citizen reached out to her and asked her to remind Council Members 

to improve the area for the people.  Council Member Martin stated when Council Members 

attended a FOIA meeting where an attorney lead the class; after the class Monday introduced 

Martin to another attorney who told Martin that she hopes the Council realizes who they have 

with Eric Monday.  To find out that other City Attorneys in other areas call on Monday with 

questions, shows respect and speaks volumes on the person Monday is.   Mayor Lawson shared 

that the Winterfest and Uptown tree lighting were both successful and she wanted to thank the 

Public Works department for their help pulling off the festival.  There will be a Strategic Planning 

session scheduled early 2023; David Dickerson has been contacted to be the facilitator again 

for that.  Lawson thanked the current council for allowing her to serve as Mayor and wished 

everyone a blessed holiday. 

Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki said there was discussion at the 

meeting prior to the Council election and there was concern about the policy related to conflict 

of interest and a City employee serving on Council.  That policy was reviewed at Council’s request 

by Victor Cardwell of Law Firm Woods, Rogers, Vandeventer, Black.  Cardwell specializes in 

Human Resource employment law.  His response was lengthy but in summary, it was his belief 

that the City’s new policy is proper under Virginia law and one of the concluding remarks was 

“the desire to avoid the appearance of a conflict of interest and impropriety is sufficient to justify 

the action” which in the City’s case, was to implement the new policy.  There were several pages 

in between those comments referencing case law and Attorney General opinions, etc. that 

essentially supports the policy that was implemented by Martinsville City.  There was nothing 

to indicate that the City’s implementation of the policy was improper or inappropriate. 

Towarnicki said they have signed a contract for the installation of charging stations in the 

parking lot Uptown across from the post office and he expects construction to begin on those in 
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the spring.  The next council meeting will be the organizational meeting on January 3, 2023 

when the new council members will be sworn in, the Mayor and Vice Mayor will be selected and 

any other issues can be discussed. Towarnicki shared that Clerk of Court Pritchett, Fire Chief 

Anderson and Police Chief Eddie Cassady have a combined 99 years of service and are all 

outstanding individuals. Towarnicki said it’s been most enjoyable to work with Council Member 

Turner and Vice Mayor Bowles and shared a story about the Japanese Embassy.  Towarnicki 

agrees with Council’s comments about City Attorney Monday; when he asks Monday a question 

he gets an answer; like it or not but he knows it is truth and, in his position, that’s critical.  

Monday is a great person to work with and a great friend.  Bowles said she remembered coming 

onto Council and asking Leon a million questions and she thanked him for always being 

responsive and patient and for respecting her from the start.  Bowles thinks highly of Towarnicki 

and other communities think the world of him also.  

City Attorney Monday stated that he and Council Member Turner have not always seen eye 

to eye, but he has an enormous respect for Turner’s obvious love for the City and his dedicated 

service as a former Mayor including attending most every ribbon cutting, open house, etc. to 

help promote Martinsville.  Turner’s desire to see Martinsville do better is obvious.  Monday 

spoke to Vice Mayor Bowles, stating that it’s been a genuine pleasure to work with her and her 

love for the City comes through consistently.  Monday is especially proud of what Bowles has 

done for the black community including her commitment to have every historic black cemetery 

in Martinsville recognized, making Martinsville the first community in the state to achieve that.  

Monday was honored to assist Bowles in a 70-year plus injustice with the Martinsville Seven 

project.  It’s been a pleasure to work with Mayor Lawson, Council Member Martin and other 

Council Members and staff over the past 20 years.  Monday stated that over his 20 years with 

the City and having worked with 5 City Managers, City Manager Towarnicki is by far the best 

and most drama-free.  Towarnicki is a good friend with unquestionable integrity, honestly and 

unflagging devotion to the betterment of the City.  January 1, 2023 will be Monday’s 20th year 

as City Attorney and it’s been a genuine honor and pleasure serving the City of Martinsville and 

the residents.  Mayor Lawson shared that she and Vice Mayor Bowles planted a cherry tree 

yesterday for the Tree City designation and Bee City designation.  The area was also planted in 

clover for the bees.    

Mayor Lawson advised Council would go into Closed Session at 8:45PM.  In accordance with 

section 2.1-344 (A) Code of Virginia (1950, and as amended) and upon a motion by Martin and 

seconded by Bowles with the following 4-0 recorded vote: Mayor Lawson, aye; Council Member 

Martin, aye; Council Member Turner, aye; and Vice Mayor Bowles, aye. Council convened to 

Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) Appointments to boards and commissions, 

as authorized by Subsection 1.  

At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) 

only public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said 
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Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the 

Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the meeting.  A motion was made 

by Vice Mayor Bowles; seconded by Council Member Turner, with the following 4-0 recorded 

vote in favor to return to Open Session: Council Member Turner, aye; Vice Mayor Bowles, aye; 

Mayor Lawson, aye; and Council Member Martin, aye.  

Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to reappoint Imogene Draper to the Arts and Cultural 

Committee for a 3-year term ending December 31, 2025; Council Member Turner seconded the 

motion with all present Council Members voting in favor. 

Council Member Turner made a motion to reappoint Bernadette Moore to the Arts and 

Cultural Committee for a 3-year term ending December 31, 2025; Council Member Martin 

seconded the motion with all present Council Members voting in favor. 

Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to appoint Pamela Allen to the Patrick and Henry 

Community College Board for a 4-year unexpired term ending June 30, 2024; Council Member 

Turner seconded the motion with all present Council Members voting in favor. 

Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to reappoint Veraine Randolph to the Anchor Group Home 

Commission for a 4-year term ending December 31, 2026; Council Member Martin seconded the 

motion with all present Council Members voting in favor. 

Council Member Martin made a motion to appoint Jennifer Bowles to the West Piedmont 

Planning District Board of Commissioners as the City’s citizen appointee, effective January 3, 

2023 for a 3-year unexpired term ending June 30, 2025; Council Member Turner seconded the 

motion with 3-0 vote: Martin, Turner and Lawson voting in favor. Jennifer Bowles abstained. 

Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to appoint Yluelhaldi Rose to the Blue Ridge Regional 

Library Governing board for a 4-year unexpired term ending June 30, 2025; Council Member 

Turner seconded the motion with all present Council Members voting in favor. 

With no further business, Council Member Turner made a motion to adjourn; seconded by 

Vice Mayor Bowles.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:15pm. 

 

 

  

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts, Clerk of Council    Kathy Lawson, Mayor 

 

   


