
April 26, 2022 Council Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on April 26, 

2022 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:00 PM with Mayor Kathy Lawson presiding. 

Other Council Members present included Danny Turner, Chad Martin, Jennifer Bowles and 

Tammy Pearson.  Staff present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki, Assistant City Manager 

and City Attorney Eric Monday, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, Public Information Officer 

Kendall Davis, Commissioner of Revenue Ruth Easley, Building Inspector Kris Bridges, Finance 

Director Mandy McGhee, Linda Conover Finance Department, and Deputy Police Chief Rob 

Fincher. 

Mayor Lawson called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed Session 

beginning at 6:30 PM.  In accordance with section 2.1-344 (A) Code of Virginia (1950, and as 

amended) and upon a motion by Vice Mayor Bowles and seconded by Council Member Martin 

with the following 5-0 recorded vote: Mayor Lawson, aye; Council Member Pearson, aye; Council 

Member Turner, aye; Vice Mayor Bowles, aye; and Council Member Martin, aye.  Council 

convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) Appointments to boards and 

commissions, as authorized by Subsection 1, and (B) Consultation with legal counsel and 

briefings by staff members, attorneys or consultant pertaining to actual or probable litigation, 

or other specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel, as 

authorized by Subsection 7 specifically related to reversion.  At the conclusion of Closed Session, 

each returning member of Council certified that (1) only public business matters exempt from 

open meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed Session; and (2) only those business 

matters identified in the motion convening the Closed Session were heard, discussed, or 

considered during the meeting.  A motion was made by Bowles; seconded by Turner, with the 

following 5-0 recorded vote in favor to return to Open Session: Council Member Turner, aye; 

Council Member Pearson, aye; Vice Mayor Bowles, aye; and Mayor Lawson, aye. Martin returned 

to the meeting after the vote. 

Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to change the appointee from MURA to West Piedmont 

Planning District Commission on the Arts and Cultural Committee.  Council Member Turner 

seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  Per City Attorney Monday, it 

may be necessary to vote on the change again at the next meeting but he will research that 

further. 

Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to appoint Julian Mei to the Arts and Cultural Committee 

(Artisan) for a 3-year term ending December 31, 2023; Council Member Martin seconded the 

motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 

Council Member Martin made a motion to appoint Jennifer Reis to the Arts and Cultural 

Committee (Citizen) for a 3-year term ending December 31, 2023; Council Member Turner 

seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 

Council Member Pearson made a motion to appoint Kathleen McEvoy to the Arts and 

Cultural Committee (West Piedmont) for a 3-year term ending December 31, 2022; Vice Mayor 
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Bowles seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 

Council Member Turner made a motion to reappoint Michael Kirby to the Henry County-

Martinsville Joint Social Services Board for a 4-year term ending May 31, 2026; Council Member 

Martin seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 

Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to appoint Lydia Martin to the Pittsylvania County 

Community Action Agency Board for a 3-year term ending August 31, 2023; Council Member 

Martin seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 

Mayor Lawson made a motion to retain William Hurd with Eckert Seamans to file appropriate 

actions with the Virginia Supreme Court regarding the constitutionality of the referendum 

legislation.  Council Member Martin seconded the motion.  Council Member Pearson expressed 

her concern, stating that she was distraught that the City has spent over $800,000 on reversion 

already and now they are planning to hire another attorney.  She does not understand why City 

Council would fight against its own citizens’ right to vote for or against reversion.  These are the 

people Council is representing and she believes they should have a voice. Pearson does not agree 

with hiring this additional attorney.  Council Member Turner said a Virginia Governor once said 

that no man’s life or liberty is safe as long as the Virginia General Assembly is in session. There 

is nothing truer than this pertaining to Martinsville and the Commonwealth enacting legislation 

barring Martinsville from growing its boundaries and the opportunity to revert to a town.  

Council has gone through the legal process in good faith only for the legislature and the legal 

branch to insert this referendum in the final hour.  Council needs to take a stand for what’s 

right; we are the third most distressed government in Virginia.  We have done everything that is 

required only to have a political trick played on us in the eleventh hour.  Mayor Lawson said 

they owe it to the citizens to know if what was done was legal or not, Council followed the 

process, they followed the letter of the law, Council exceeded the requirements that are in the 

constitution.  They took an oath to uphold the constitution in the state of Virginia and did what 

was legal.  She has heard from many residents who have expressed concern that what the 

County did was not legal.  Lawson would like someone of higher authority to tell Council and 

Martinsville citizens whether the actions of the County were legal or not.  Lawson has no problem 

following a process as long as that process is legal.  Having watched the Senate Committee 

hearing, all she can do is shake her head.  Lawson said they owe it to the citizens who elected 

them to represent them.  This process was started in 2019, this is not something that happened 

overnight. Council Member Martin said that there have been 70 meetings where residents were 

given the opportunity to speak their opinion.  This is not about Council not listening to the 

citizens, it’s about constitutional issues and making sure that a larger government is not picking 

on a smaller City.  The City has the right to dictate its own day-to-day operations and decisions.  

Martin said that it is hypocritical for anyone to say the residents aren’t being heard when they 

did not go door to door to meet those residents.  He feels that Council’s action is the right thing 

to do and he wants to keep on fighting to make sure everything the City is doing is constitutional 
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and that no one is overstepping their power.   Lawson said if the law had changed for everyone 

in the state that would be one thing, but it was not and only pinpointed Martinsville.  Is that 

right, is it fair, is that just? She doesn’t believe it is so they will let the Supreme Court decide 

that. Pearson said if she had been on Council in 2019, she would have immediately suggested 

to let citizens vote on reversion, they have a right to have their voices heard.  Lawson disagrees 

with Pearson’s comment that residents have not been heard.  Turner said the City has done 

everything by the book since the reversion process began in 2019. Pearson asked that Martin 

stop his personal attacks.  City Attorney Monday shared that he, Mr. Peepgrass, the City’s Trial 

Council and Mr. Hurd who is the first and former Solicitor General of Virginia and the lawyer 

who handled all appeals on behalf of the Commonwealth of Virginia before the State Supreme 

Court, have all reviewed the legislation and agree that it is in violation with the constitution of 

Virginia.  The action was filed in August 2020 under a law that had been in place since 1986 

unchanged.  The General Assembly chose to change the rules of the game in the eleventh hour 

and passed special legislation that only applies to Martinsville. You don’t do that in a football 

game, in legislation or any circumstances because it is simply not fair.  The General Assembly 

applied legislation that only applies to Martinsville called special legislation.  The constitution 

of Virginia bars special legislation that interferes with the jurisdiction of the court by telling 

them that they can’t enter the final order on reversion until the referendum has occurred, which 

creates new election requirements or which deals with the process for dissolving the City.  We 

believe the constitution is very clear that on each of those issues, you cannot pass a special bill 

that applies to one city or to one person.  If legislation can do this to Martinsville then they can 

do this to anyone.  Turner made a motion to call the question; Martin seconded the motion with 

a 3-2 voice vote: Lawson, aye; Martin, aye; Turner, aye; Pearson, nay; and Bowles, nay.  The 

motion to retain William Hurd was approved by a 3-2 voice vote: Lawson, aye; Martin, aye; 

Turner, aye; Pearson, nay; and Bowles, nay. 

Following the Pledge to the American Flag and invocation by Council Member Martin, Lawson 

welcomed everyone to the meeting.   

Approve minutes from the April 12, 2022 Council Meeting – Vice Mayor Bowles made a 

motion to approve the minutes as presented; Council Member Martin seconded the motion 

with all Council Members voting in favor.  

Hear an overview of the April 25, 2022 Southside neighborhood tour and meeting – City 

Manager Towarnicki summarized the neighborhood tour and meeting conducted in the 

Southside area including areas visited, property maintenance issues, and abandoned houses 

which were already being addressed by property maintenance department.  Issues were also 

observed that will be followed up by the Police Department. There were approximately 20 

residents in attendance for the meeting, some of who addressed concerns about the condition 

of several homes, grass not being mowed, speeding, drug concerns, and trash on the streets. 

All issues will be addressed by the property maintenance department, public works 
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department or the police department. Village Street residents expressed concern about the 

condition of the street pavement and about 4-wheelers on the street.  Residents also expressed 

concern about departments closing at the local hospital and asked that a hospital 

representative attend an upcoming Council meeting with and update on hospital plans. 

Residents were asked to share opinions about the future of Oak Street Park. Mayor Lawson 

shared that the next neighborhood meeting will be Monday May 23 in the Westend area.  

Read and present a proclamation recognizing the week of May 1 through May 7, 2022 as 

National Correctional Officers and Employees Week in the City of Martinsville – Council 

Member Martin read the proclamation which was presented to Lieutenant Jamie Cruise, 

representative for the Martinsville Sheriff’s Department.  

 

Consider recognizing the month of May, 2022 as GBS/CIDP (Guillian-Barre Syndrome) and 

Chronis Inflammatory Demyelinating Polyneuropathy (CIDP) awareness month - Vice Mayor 

Bowles read the proclamation which will be mailed to Rick Forney, GBS survivor and liaison 

for the surrounding area. 
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Read and present a proclamation acknowledging May 2022 as Building Safety Month – 

Mayor Lawson read the proclamation which was presented to Kris Bridges, Building Inspector. 

Bridges thanked Council Members and appreciates their support.   
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Hear an update from Taxing Authority Consulting Services (TACS) on efforts related to 

delinquent tax collections, and approve a resolution authorizing the City Treasurer to employ 

the services of a private collection attorney to assist with the collection of all delinquent taxes – 

City Manager Towarnicki said they’ve requested that someone from TACS attend to update 

Council on their services.  City Treasurer City Dickerson said the Treasurer’s office has been 

working with TACS since July 2020 and they have collected over $1million in delinquent taxes 

which is about 30% of total due in the past 18 months.  Jeff Scharf, representative for TACS 

presented information regarding their efforts to collect delinquent City real estate taxes.  Some 

properties are in court system, others will be taken to court and eventually auctioned to cover 

past due taxes.  No fees are paid by the City, TACS is paid by what is collected from delinquent 

accounts. The code authorizes to action to collect past due amounts can start on December 31 

after their 2nd delinquent year.  The most recent delinquencies tend to be the easiest to work 

with and set up a payment plan. Dickerson explained if looking at personal property itself, 

that would be $893,000 for the 5 years collectible. Since this partnership, there have been 13 

lawsuits filed on 17 parcels totaling about $225,000 in taxes. Council Member Martin made a 

motion to adopt the resolution authorizing the City Treasurer to employ the services of TACS 

to assist with the collection of all delinquent taxes. Vice Mayor Bowles seconded the motion 

with all Council Members voting in favor:  Lawson, aye; Bowles, aye; Turner, aye; Martin, aye; 

and Pearson, aye. 
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Conduct a Public Hearing on the 2021 update of the Martinsville-Henry County Solid 

Waste Management Plan – City Manager Towarnicki explained that this plan must be updated 

and approved every 5-years.  This plan was made public in various locations for the public to 

review.  Towarnicki explained how trash is separated at the landfill into either municipal waste 

or industrial waste.  The City’s recycling site is open to anyone, not just City residents and 

said that the City also recycles electronics, metal and brush that is picked up with bulk and 

brush collection.  Mayor Lawson opened the floor for the public hearing.  No one approach the 

podium so Lawson closed the public hearing. Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to adopt the 

Solid Waste Management Plan update.  Council Member Turner seconded the motion with four 

Council Members voting in favor. Martin abstained due to his employment.   

Consider adoption on first reading, Ordinance 2022-3 enacting or amending certain 

sections of the Code of the City of Martinsville regarding use of electric scooters – City Attorney 

Monday explained that the City was approached last year by Chris Stockwell, representative of 

BIRD regarding scooters and how they could benefit tourism in the City.  The amendment is 

required because of the skateboarding ordinance which would affect the use of scooter. Other 

communities were observed and how the scooters worked in those areas when the scooters get 

left around the City.  A survey was completed and the response was significantly positive with 

80% approval rate to get scooters.  Stockwell said that scooters could be enjoyed by most 

anyone of any age.  Bird has partnered with large and small cities. 5-8 scooters will be 

stationed at an individual location and/or at private businesses as approved. These scooters 

are stand up devices with wheels on front and back and handle bars. The individual 

businesses would store their scooters on their private property, those would not be on the 

public right of way.  When scooters are not being used, there will be a fleet manager who will 

pick those up and charge them and who will do any routine maintenance in a warehouse. If a 

scooter gets misparked, the fleet manager will pick that up also. The scooters are not meant to 

go great distances, maybe 1.2 miles with a per minute fee. If a rider travels outside of the 

designated area, the scooter will become inactive until it’s returned to the approved zone. If a 

scooter is abandoned and not returned, the fleet manager will receive a notification.  The 

scooters start to beep when you get close to those boundaries. They anticipate in starting the 

program with 5-6 private businesses but they hope to expend to other local businesses in the 

future. Scooters have headlights and are DOT approved.  The program starts around 5:00am 

to operate until around midnight. There will be an age requirement, all riders must be 18 

when signing up. The scooters would not be allowed on City trails. Monday summarized the 

ordinance, specifically the changes and additions being made to accommodate the scooter 

program. There are additional safety ordinances not included in Council’s packet because 

those are not being changed. The ordinance regarding skateboards, skates, etc. does not 

change so those will still not be allowed Uptown. Stockwell explained that Bird does encourage 

users to wear a helmet and will make those available. Vice Mayor Bowles requested that 
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helmets be provided to the private business offering the scooters; Stockwell said he would look 

into that and if it would be a liability to the business.  Bowles made a motion to adopt the 

Ordinance on first reading; Pearson seconded the motion with the following 5-0 roll call vote: 

Vice Mayor Bowles, aye; Council Member Turner, aye; Mayor Lawson, aye; Council Member 

Pearson, aye; and Council Member Martin, aye. 
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Hear information related to possible use of ARPA funds for Uptown renewal - City Attorney 

Monday prefaced the presentation by saying these are suggestions, no decisions will be made 

on the allocation of those funds at tonight’s meeting.  A survey was available on the website for 
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citizen input.  Kendall Davis, Public Information Officer detailed the survey including the 

options for residents to choose from in how the funds could be used.  Those options were 

determined by what residents had requested at the public hearing.  The survey received 109 

responses for recommended usage along with 81 open ended responses with details on what 

they wanted to see.  Monday shared suggestions for ARPA funding for Uptown, however, 

$750,000 would be out of City Council’s control. Towarnicki explained that $15.4million with 

approximately $8million of ARPA funds are still available. Mayor Lawson said there was a 

misconception that the Uptown group had asked for the money, Staff actually asked Ms. 

Deacon to present a budget for what they would do if they received some of the ARPA money. 

As a City, we know we need to invest in ourselves. Vice Mayor Bowles clarified that staff 

recommendations do not necessarily represent Council recommendations.  The idea for the 

utility waiver for new or existing businesses comes from a town in Indiana which received 

national coverage and had great success.  Lawson likes the recommendation on the utility 

waiver and the staff’s recommendation on committees. Bowles asked for a list of all businesses 

Uptown that are open so Council can view demographics. Lawson asked for a defined footprint 

of the enterprise zone for residents to review. Bowles asked about conflict of interest with 

Council Members, specifically if they own an Uptown business. Towarnicki explained that the 

City has offered utility incentives in the past for new Uptown businesses. Pearson questioned 

the committee structure, requesting that Council consider a committee with more than one 

citizen and to look at it from a wholistic point. Pearson questioned why more ARPA money 

couldn’t be applied to the infrastructure issues. Council Member Turner made a motion to 

allot $500,000 to the demolition list, Vice Mayor Bowles seconded the motion. There are 10 

demolition properties bid out with only $15,000 in demo funds allocated in the current 

budget. All Council Members voted in favor.  
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Consider a request by the Virginia Municipal League to submit nominations for 

membership on the VML 2022 Policy Committees – City Manager Towarnicki detailed the 

previous VML policy committee representatives.  There are five committees this year with 

Council Member Pearson serving on Community and Economic Development, City Manager 

Towarnicki serving on Finance, City Attorney Monday serving on General Laws, Vice Mayor 
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Bowles serving on Human Development and Education, Mayor Lawson and Council Member 

Martin both serving on Infrastructure.   

Mayor Lawson called a 5-minute recess. 

Hear a presentation of the proposed FY23 City budget – City Manager Towarnicki presented 

a PowerPoint on the proposed FY23 budget including FY22 highlights, objectives, budget 

challenges, federal funding, revenue general fund sources, revenue analysis, utilities-cash 

reserve, expense analysis, budget allocations, proposed budget, etc. Vice Mayor Bowles asked 

for a total revenue that will be brought in with the 7% refuse increase. Bowles made a motion 

to set the FY23 budget public hearing for May 10, 2022.  Martin seconded the motion with all 

Council Members voting in favor.  
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Business from the Floor – Julian Mei, 207 Thomas Heights questioned when he would be 

able to ride his scooter in the City. City Attorney Monday confirmed that the changes to the 

ordinance would go into effect in 10 days. 

Eileen Baker of 908 Hazelwood Lane is shocked at the lack of childcare in the area for 

working parents. When she moved back to the area, she called every church uptown and could 

not find anyone offering after school services and the YMCA is no longer offering after school 

child care.  Some daycares are only offering infant care and are not taking in older children.  

Childcare is a big need in the area.  The Boys and Girls Club is the only other option for her 

where her children are currently on the waiting list. Baker feels that this would be an important 

investment of ARPA funds. Council Member Martin recommended that United Way may have 

additional funds to contribute to child care.   

Comments by City Council – Council Member Pearson invited everyone to attend 

Martinsville’s Historical Garden tour on April 27. Pearson thanked residents for attending the 

Southside tour. Council Member Turner will be attending the ribbon cutting Thursday at 

2:00pm at the historical Chief Tassel building. Vice Mayor Bowles is excited to revamp the 

neighborhood meetings and looks forward to the West-end meeting. She received a requested 

from a citizen asking when Council discusses affordable housing it should also focus on 

affordable rentals. The Penn-Shank Memorial Scholarship has been extended to Friday for 

Martinsville High School students. Bowles invited residents to the Martinsville-Henry County 

SPCA wellness clinic on second and fourth Tuesdays and encourages residents to adopt their 

pets. Congratulations Keisha Hughes who has moved into the Plaza Suites; Hughes will be 

providing makeup and braiding services.  Bowles invites residents to check out the new updated 

alleyway behind the Ground Floor. Mayor Lawson wished a happy belated birthday to Council 

Member Pearson. Lawson shared that last Saturday was a successful hazardous waste day with 
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the next one scheduled for October. Lawson welcomed Deputy Police Chief Fincher back, she 

said she is glad he is doing well. The Peace Officer Memorial event will be May 11 at 11:00am at 

the Henry County Administration building. Lawson directed residents to a post on the City’s 

website about a small business workshop. The drug takeback will be Saturday from 10:00am-

2:00pm at the Martinsville Fire Department. The Community Fellowship Church will be offering 

a Mother’s Day oil change on May 7 by appointment only.  Lawson offered prayers for a Magna 

Vista family for the loss of their child.   

Comments by the City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki said that the drug takeback will 

only be accepting pills, no chemo drugs or liquids. The burning ban ends Saturday.   

There being no further business, Bowles made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:30pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts, Clerk of Council    Kathy Lawson, Mayor 

 

   


