
April 25, 2023 Council Meeting 
A meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on April 25, 2023 in 

Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:00 PM with Mayor LC Jones presiding. Other 

Council Members present included Kathy Lawson, Aaron Rawls, Lawrence Mitchell and Tammy 

Pearson.  Staff present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki.  

Mayor Jones called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed Session 

beginning at 6:30 PM.  In accordance with the Code of Virginia, Title 2.2 Chapter 37, Freedom 

of Information Act and upon a motion by Council Member Lawson and seconded by Council 

Member Pearson with the following 5-0 recorded vote:  Mayor Jones, aye; Vice Mayor Rawls, 

aye; Council Member Lawson, aye; Council Member Mitchell, aye; and Council Member Pearson, 

aye.  Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) Appointments to 

boards and commissions, as authorized by Subsection 1, (B) Discussion or consideration of the 

investment of public funds where competition or bargaining is involved, where, if made public 

initially, the financial interest of the governmental unit would be adversely affected, as 

authorized by Subsection 6.  At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of 

Council certified that (1) only public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements 

were discussed in said Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the 

motion convening the Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the meeting.  

A motion was made by Council Member Lawson and seconded by Vice Mayor Rawls with the 

following recorded vote: Mayor Jones, aye; Vice Mayor Rawls, aye; Council Member Lawson, aye; 

Council Member Mitchell, aye; and Council Member Pearson, aye 

Council Member Lawson made a motion to appoint Barbara Shively to the Transportation 

Safety Commission for a 3-year term ending December 31, 2026.  Council Member Pearson 

seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 

Vice Mayor Rawls made a motion to appoint Michael Greene to the Architectural Review 

Board for 3-year unexpired term ending March 31, 2026.  Council Member Lawson seconded 

the motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 

Council Member Pearson made a motion to appoint Khalil Baker to the Citizen Advisory 

Board (West End) for a 2-year term ending April 30, 2025.  Vice Mayor Rawls seconded the 

motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 

City Manager Towarnicki explained that a Council Retreat will be held on May 6, 2023 with 

facilitators from The Berkley Group at Council’s request. Towarnicki requested Council approve 

the work order for this service.  Council Member Lawson made a motion authorizing staff to 

proceed with the work order. Vice Mayor Rawls seconded the motion with all Council Members 

voting in favor.  
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Mayor Jones called the meeting to order.  Council Member Pearson lead the pledge to the 

American flag and offered invocation. Jones welcomed everyone to the meeting, stating printed 

agendas could be found in the back of the room and on the City website for those watching from 

home.  

Read and present a proclamation recognizing the week of May 7 through May 13, 2023 as 

National Correctional Officers and Employees Week in the City of Martinsville – Council Member 

Mitchell read the proclamation which was presented to Martinsville Sheriff Steve Draper. Draper 

thanked Council and acknowledged the work that correctional officers do.  
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Hear a report from a consultant team from the University of Virginia Darden School of 

Business regarding their project to assess affordable financing options for Martinsville citizens 

and businesses – There were technical difficulties with the zoom video so Council was not able 

to communicate with representatives from UVA. City Manager Towarnicki summarized the 

PowerPoint report from the Darden School of Business regarding affordable financing options 

for Martinsville citizens and businesses.  
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Hear an update from Martinsville Henry County Coalition for Health and Wellness – Sherry 

Vestal, previous coordinator for Henry County School nurses the past 34 years, has taken on 

the role of Community Outreach Nurse for the Coalition of Health & Wellness.  Council Members 

were given literature while Vestal summarized the Coalition responsibilities, the mission and 

services provided.  

Consider approval of a resolution supporting a “Mixed-Use on Main Street” (MUMS) grant 

application to Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development for gap financing 
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for the renovation project at 16-18 East Church Street – Jeff Sadler, Managing Partner of Burch 

Building, LLC summarized the proposed project and need for the resolution. Council Member 

Lawson confirmed that the funds would not come to the City or be disbursed by the City, the 

resolution is required to basically “approve” the project and grant to move forward. Because the 

project uses Rehab Tax Credits requiring a 5-year certificate of occupancy, and if the property 

is resold within 10-years Burch Building, LLC would be required to pay those funds back. 

Council Member Pearson questioned why Sadler previously bought the building and then tried 

to resell it for double the investment before he decided on the MUMS grant option. Sadler 

explained that this particular grant was not offered until after the purchase and attempt to sell 

and that he had already invested a considerable amount of personal funds to rehab the building. 

If the grant doesn’t go through, then Sadler said that he would probably have to list the property 

again for resell.  Vice Mayor Rawls said he was not ready to vote on the resolution until he can 

look into it further.  City Manager Towarnicki said it was staff’s recommendation to approve.  

Rawls requested to table the request until the next Council meeting on May 9.   
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Consider presentation of a proclamation recognizing Friday, April 28, 2023 as National Arbor 

Day – Council Member Pearson read the proclamation which will be kept on file until the City 

reapplies for the Tree City recertification later this year. 
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Hear an overview of the April 24, 2023 Northside neighborhood tour and meeting – City 

Manager Towarnicki provided an overview of the Northside tour and meeting, stating that the 

area looked good with few concerns. 

Business from the Floor – No one approached the podium. Council Member Lawson invited 

Kimberly Walker, 1807 East Church Street to share details about the Center for Housing 

Education grand opening at 51 East Church Street. Walker shared information about services 

that would be provided to the City residents at this new location.  

Comments by City Council – Council Member Lawson said there was a lady at the previous 

Southside Neighborhood Meeting who expressed concern about an inoperable fire hydrant in 

her neighborhood. Lawson said she’s pleased to share that this hydrant and several others 

throughout the City had all been repaired. Mayor Jones said Council Members had been 

discussing a winterization program to assist citizens with utility costs. He’s spoken to John 

Saunders, Director of Housing with the Pittsylvania Community Housing Program and they have 

a winterization program already in place and are willing to share details with Martinsville. 

Saunders has agreed to speak to Council more in depth about the program. Jones encourages 
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residents to look at the website or to reach out to him. Jones thanked the Martinsville Health & 

Wellness Coalition for attending the meeting and sharing details and he encourages local 

churches to reach out to them.  

Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki said at one of the neighborhood 

meetings, a concern was expressed about the paving on Smith Lake Road.  Towarnicki explained 

that should have been fixed today. To repave the entire street would have cost the City the entire 

paving budget for the year so they opted for a chip seal/tar-and-gravel paving.  Towarnicki said 

they are in the process for accepting bids for demolition of the Paradise Inn and pleased there 

were no environmental concerns at that location. There are a number of  VML policy committees 

that Council can serve on; he encourages Council Members to reach out to him regarding any 

committees they would like to participate in. Council Member Mitchell questioned if the awning 

can be removed from the Paradise Inn for safety purposes and mentioned the flock of buzzards 

that live in the building; he asked that whoever demolishes the building to consider the vermin 

so they don’t disburse into the neighborhood.  

Hear a presentation of the proposed FY24 City budget – City Manager presented a PowerPoint 

detailing the FY24 City budget.   
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There being no further business, Council Member Lawson made a motion to adjourn. The 

meeting adjourned at 9:05pm. 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts, Clerk of Council    LC Jones, Mayor 

   


