
August 22, 2023 Council Meeting 
A meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on August 22, 2023 in 

Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:00 PM with Mayor LC Jones presiding. Other 

Council Members present included Kathy Lawson, Aaron Rawls, Lawrence Mitchell and Tammy 

Pearson.  Staff present included Interim City Manager Glen Adams, Paul Jacobson, Attorney for 

Sands Anderson participating by phone, Public Information Officer Kendall Davis, and Police 

Chief Rob Fincher.  

Mayor Jones called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed Session 

beginning at 3:30 PM.  In accordance with the Code of Virginia, Title 2.2 Chapter 37, Freedom 

of Information Act and upon a motion by Council Member Lawson and seconded by Vice Mayor 

Rawls with the following 5-0 recorded vote:  Vice Mayor Rawls, aye; Council Member Pearson, 

aye; Mayor Jones, aye; and Council Member Lawson, aye.  Council Member Mitchell joined the 

Closed meeting a few minutes later. Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the following 

matters: (A) Discussion concerning a prospective business or industry or the expansion of an 

existing business where a previous announcement has been made of the business’ or industry’s 

interest in locating or expanding the facilities in the community, as authorized by Subsection 5. 

At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) only 

public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed 

Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the Closed 

Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the meeting.  A motion was made by 

Council Member Lawson and seconded by Vice Mayor Rawls with the following recorded 5-0 

vote: Mayor Jones, aye; Vice Mayor Rawls, aye; Council Member Lawson, aye; Council Member 

Mitchell, aye; and Council Member Pearson, aye. No action was taken out of closed session. 

Pledge to the flag and invocation were led by Council Member Pearson. Mayor Jones 

welcomed everyone to the meeting and advised that agendas could be found in the back of the 

room and on the City website.  

Interim City Manager Glen Adams introduced the new Community Development Manager 

Keith Holland. 

Approve minutes from the August 8, 2023 Council meeting, August 9, 2023 Time 

Management meeting and the August 14, 2023 Work Session – Council Member Lawson made 

a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Vice Mayor Rawls seconded the motion. 

Lawson requested that the PowerPoint presentation from the Time Management meeting be 

added to the minutes for August 9, 2023. All Council Members voted in favor.  

Hear briefing from the ANCHOR Commission regarding the ANCHOR/Virginia Juvenile 

Community Crime Control Act Combined resolution – Ricky Walker, Administrator for the 

Anchor Group introduced himself, updated Council on the programs provided by the ANCHOR 

Group and shared letters from ANCHOR participants about how the program helped them. 

Walker explained the VJCCCA Resolution and the need for Council’s approval. Martinsville as 

served as the fiscal agent for ANCHOR since VJCCCA began in 1995-96. Council Member 
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Lawson made a motion to approve the resolution.  Vice Mayor Rawls seconded the motion with 

all Council Members voting in favor. Council Member Pearson read the resolution which will 

be signed and forwarded to Walker.  
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Consider approval of a Joint Resolution with Henry County referring to the proposed 

amended and restated revenue sharing agreements – Interim City Manager Glen Adams 

summarized the need for the resolution which will be sent to the State Commission on Local 

Government.  Vice Mayor Rawls made a motion to approve the joint resolution.  Council 

Member Pearson seconded the resolution with all Council Members voting in favor.  
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Hear briefing on requested change to the organizational structure and hiring of new 

positions – Interim City Manager Glen Adams explained his suggestion of combining the Clerk 

of Council position with program manager responsibilities as well as the request for a new 
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Business Manager for MiNET to better assist that department.  Adams would like to post both 

positions as soon as possible.  Council Member Lawson made the motion to approve both new 

positions.  Vice Mayor Rawls seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  
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Business from the Floor – Mike Sanguedolce 708 Starling Avenue and Chairperson for the 

Transportation Safety Commission updated Council on their previous meeting in August where 

they updated new locations around Martinsville that needed attention and provided copies for 

Council Members. John Farnham wanted to thank Randy Gregory and the Public Works crew 

for fixing a water run off issue. Farnham asked about kudzu in the area and if anything is being 

done to get rid of that.  Council Member Lawson said the City is working to cut back kudzu and 

spray areas but unfortunately the City can not do that on private property.  

Comments by members of City Council – Council Member Mitchell said he rode the school 

bus from his home to Albert Harris the first day of school and said it was exciting to watch the 

students on their first day back. Mitchel said the event prior to The Paradise Inn being 

demolished was a good tribute and said 20 years from now, the Vice Mayor’s daughter will say 

she was able to experience something exciting about that landmark. Council Member Pearson 

welcomed Keith Holland as the Community Development Director and said she has a very long 

list of projects to discuss with him soon.  Pearson said the beginning of the school year for 

Martinsville and surrounding areas is always an exciting day and encouraged residents to 

mentor the children, send snacks to classrooms, be nice to the teachers and pray for all involved. 

Pearson said that the TGIF series, the Smith River Fest, the Duck Race and the Uptown Music 

Fest at the museum this past weekend were great examples of fun activities going on around 

Martinsville. Council Member Lawson said several residents have asked when the lines will be 

painted on Cleveland Avenue and asked the City Manager to look into that. Lawson shared 

details about the Park input sessions dates, times and locations. September 4 will be the next 

Flag Day Uptown. Lawson recognized Jamie in Utility Billing who was very helpful last week in 

getting a resident’s concern addressed. Lawson updated residents on the Pine Hall project with 

one unit complete, a second unit will be completed by week end and others in the works. This 

is great news since this project was delayed initially due to lack of contractors. Vice Mayor Rawls 

welcome Keith Holland to the City and thanked John Farnham for offering a compliment to the 

public works department. Rawls encouraged residents to apply for the Industrial Development 

Authority. Rawls shared that Council would be interviewing seven candidates for the City 

Manager position on Friday and Saturday. Mayor Jones thanked everyone for attending and 

welcomed Mr. Holland as well. Thank you to Interim City Manager Glen Adams for his work day 

and night and the vibe he’s brought to the City and the department heads.   

Comments by Interim City Manager – City Manager Glen Adams reminded residents that 

Martinsville High School will have their first home game on Friday night. There is a potential 

candidate for a new Public Works Director.   
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There being no further business, Council Member Lawson made a motion to adjourn. The 

meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm. 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts, Clerk of Council    LC Jones, Mayor   


