
September 26, 2023, Council Meeting 
A meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on September 26, 2023, 

in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:00 PM with Mayor LC Jones presiding. Other 

Council Members present included Kathy Lawson, Aaron Rawls, Lawrence Mitchell, and Tammy 

Pearson.  Staff present included Interim City Manager Glen Adams, Stephen Durbin, Attorney 

for Sands Anderson participating by phone, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, Public Information 

Officer Kendall Davis, Fire Chief Dan Howell, Building Inspector Kris Bridges, and Police Chief 

Rob Fincher.  

Mayor Jones called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed Session 

beginning at 5:00 PM.  In accordance with the Code of Virginia, Title 2.2 Chapter 37, Freedom 

of Information Act and upon a motion by Council Member Lawson and seconded by Vice 

Mayor Rawls with the following 5-0 recorded vote:  Vice Mayor Rawls, aye; Council Member 

Pearson, aye; Mayor Jones, aye; and Council Member Lawson, aye.  Council Member Mitchell 

joined the Closed meeting a few minutes later. Council convened in Closed Session to discuss 

the following matters: (A) Discussion, consideration, or interviews of prospective candidates for 

employment; assignment, or appointment, as authorized by Subsection 1, and (B) Discussion 

of the award of a public contract involving the expenditure of public funds, including 

interviews of bidders or offerors, and discussion of the terms or scope of such contract, where 

discussion in an open session would adversely affect the bargaining position or negotiating 

strategy of the public body, as authorized by Subsection 29. 

At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) 

only public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said 

Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the 

Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the meeting.  A motion was made 

by Council Member Lawson and seconded by Vice Mayor Rawls with the following recorded 5-

0 vote: Mayor Jones, aye; Vice Mayor Rawls, aye; Council Member Lawson, aye; Council 

Member Mitchell, aye; and Council Member Pearson, aye.   

Vice Mayor Rawls made a motion to appoint Martha Wickliffe to the Citizen Advisory Board; 

Council Member Lawson seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 

Council Member Mitchell made a motion to appoint Aretha R. Ferrell-Benavides as the new 

Martinsville City Manager.  Council Member Lawson seconded the motion with the following roll 

call vote: Council Member Pearson, aye; Council Member Mitchell, aye; Vice Mayor Rawls, aye; 

Council Member Lawson, aye; and Mayor Jones, aye. 

No other action was taken out of closed session.  

The pledge to the flag and invocation were led by Council Member Pearson. Mayor Jones 

welcomed everyone to the meeting and advised that agendas could be found in the back of the 

room and on the City website.  

Consider approval of minutes from the September 11, 2023, Strategic Planning Session, 

September 12, 2023, Council Meeting, and the September 18, 2023, Strategic Planning 
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Session – Council Member Lawson made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Vice 

Mayor Rawls seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor. Lawson requested 

that on the September 12 board appointments, Alfonzo Martin should be corrected to state the 

Northside representative.   

Recognize City Employees who are eligible for Service Awards for the period July 1 – 

September 31, 2023 – Mayor Jones read the list of employee service awards and thanked 

those employees for their service to the City.  

 

Read and present a proclamation recognizing the weekend of April 19-22, 2024, as Earth 

Day Weekend – Council Member Lawson read the proclamation which will be sent to the 

appropriate representative.  
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Consider setting a public hearing regarding the City’s possible participation in the 

Commercial Property Assessed Clean Energy (C-PACE) program – Interim City Manager Glen 

Adams highlighted the most important aspects of the City’s participation in the C-PACE 

program and recommended Council set the public hearing to move forward.  Council Member 

Lawson made a motion to set the public hearing for October 24; Vice Mayor Rawls seconded 

the motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 
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Consider approval of the Industrial Revitalization Funds Resolution for One Ellsworth for 

mixed-use housing and commercial spaces – Interim City Manager Glen Adams explained the 

need for the resolution and the funds that would benefit the mixed-use remodel for the BB&T 

building.  Vice Mayor Rawls made a motion to approve the resolution and authorized the City 

Manager to move forward with appropriate paperwork; Council Member Lawson seconded the 

motion, with all Council Members voting in favor.  Mayor Jones read the resolution.  

 

Propose City ordinance for camera speed monitoring and enforcement in school zones – 

Police Chief Rob Fincher presented a PowerPoint explaining the need for the camera speed 

monitors and summarized the proposed ordinance. Approval of the ordinance does not 

obligate the City to participate, but it does allow the Police Chief to move forward with 

negotiations. Rawls made a motion to adopt the city ordinance. Pearson second with all in 

favor. 
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Hear an update on services and programs from the Blue Ridge Regional Library – Margaret 

Caldwell, BRRL representative, shared the mission of the library and explained the services 

and programs offered by the library. Printed material was provided to the Council for 
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additional information. The updated 5-Year Plan is available on the library website. Caldwell 

shared statistics on money invested and return profits and asked Council Members to keep 

that information in mind during budget time. Director Rick Ward shared details on the 

summer reading and feeding program. Interim City Manager Glen Adams explained that the 

libraries bridge the gap for people who don’t have the best opportunities.  
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Hear information related to the Alliance for National and Community Resilience (ANCR) -

Building Inspector Kris Bridges presented a PowerPoint detailing the Alliance for National and 

Community Resilience and why it’s important to the City. Vice Mayor Rawls asked if Bridges 

could put a packet together with everything the City has to offer.  
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Approval of a resolution to appoint and provide correct terms of office for Directors of the 

Industrial Development Authority – Postponed until the October 24 Council meeting. 

Discuss and consider approval of the Housing Development Consultant Agreement – Mayor 

Jones made a motion to recess City Council and convene as Martinsville Redevelopment and 

Housing Authority; Council Member Lawson seconded the motion with all Council Members 

voting in favor. The Interim City Manager detailed the benefits of the Housing Development 

Consultant Agreement as presented. Vice Mayor Rawls explained that the Danville Housing 

Authority was highly recommended and very beneficial to the City of Martinsville. Rawls also 

pointed out to the Council that this agreement can be canceled at any time with 30-day notice. 

Housing Authority Member Lawson made a motion to approve the agreement as presented; 

Housing Authority Vice Chair Rawls seconded the motion with the following roll call vote:  

Housing Authority Member Rawls made a motion to adjourn the Redevelopment and Housing 

Authority and reconvene as City Council.  Pearson seconded the motion with all Housing 

Authority Members voting in favor.  



September 26, 2023, Council Meeting 

 

 



September 26, 2023, Council Meeting 

 

Business from the Floor – Police Chief Rob Fincher updated Council about concerns 

expressed previously by the Transportation Safety committee including overgrowth of trees 

and brush, debris, alternate truck route signs, speed studies, flashing lights are in the process 

and other projects with sidewalks and crosswalks are being quoted.  If citizens get involved, 

changes can be made.  

Mayor Jones read a concern called in by Joyce Conroy of 723 Corn Tassel Trail related to 

concerns about the doctor shortage at the local Carilion hospital and shared that local doctors 

are not taking new patients.  She has to travel outside of the area to see a doctor and feels 

that this could be a deterrent for people who visit Martinsville or who are looking to relocate 

here.  Ms. Conroy asked if City Council is taking any measures or if they are working with the 

hospital to resolve the doctor shortage. Jones explained that they are aware of the shortage 

and have spoken to reps at the hospital; Council is working with them to resolve those issues.  

Comments from Members of Council – Council Member Pearson said was a pleasure to hold 

a joint meeting with the school board and the video is on the school board page.  She said it was 

extremely informative and she feels that they are repairing relations with the schools and school 

board. Mr. Wright made a presentation on school test results which demonstrated the scores, 

and shared that Martinsville is one of the top schools in the area.  Council is partnering with 

Dr. Talley and the teachers to ensure the students receive a better high-quality education, with 

some areas already being worked on.  Pearson asked citizens to watch the meeting video and 

read all presentations listed to get the facts.  If they have questions or need clarification, please 
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contact any Council member.  Pearson said even though everyone’s voice can be a positive thing, 

it can also be very detrimental to a city. Do your research before sharing or posting incorrect or 

incomplete information on social media. What you say and what you write does matter. Pearson 

shared that the city park survey is still ongoing until October 1, and residents can reach out to 

Council with any feedback. Pearson says events are continuing with Octoberfest October 7 along 

with the Charity League Bargain Fair. The Martinsville-Henry County Historical Society event is 

that same weekend.  Council Member Lawson echoed Pearson's comments related to the school 

board meeting. The next meeting is scheduled for October 10; it will be postponed because of 

the VML meeting, and most Council Members plan to attend. Pearson added that VML is a great 

opportunity to network. October 7 is a busy day in Martinsville and Henry County.  Council 

Member Lawson reminded residents of Hazardous Waste Day. Lawson stated that traditionally 

in November there is only one meeting, but with Thanksgiving being early this year, there is an 

opportunity for two meetings in November. Lawson thanked Glen Adams for his outstanding 

performance as the Interim City Manager.  Vice Mayor Rawls welcomed the new City Manager 

and stated that she holds a high-level professional. Mayor Jones thanked those who received 

service awards and the dedication those employees put in. The City has several employment 

vacancies.  Martinsville is a fantastic place to work, and people come to work for the city and 

make a life of it. 

Comments by Interim City Manager – Glen Adams stated the Council working with the school 

board is a vital tool for progress.  The new City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides will be an 

outstanding addition to the City and will start her new position on October 6.  

There being no further business, Council Member Lawson made a motion to adjourn. The 

meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm. 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts, Clerk of Council    LC Jones, Mayor   


