
October 4, 2023 Special Session 
The special session of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on October 4, 

2023 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:00 PM with Mayor LC Jones presiding. 

Other Council Members present included Tammy Pearson, Lawrence Mitchell, and Aaron Rawls.  

Staff present included Interim City Manager Glen Adams, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, Public 

Information Officer Kendall Davis, Water Resources Director Mandy Muse, Safety Director John 

Turner, and Police Chief Rob Fincher.  

Mayor Jones called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed Session 

beginning at 6:30 PM.  In accordance with section 2.1-3711 Code of Virginia (1950, and as 

amended) and upon a motion by Vice Mayor Rawls and seconded by Council Member Pearson 

with the following 4-0 recorded vote: Mayor Jones, aye; Council Member Pearson, aye; Council 

Member Mitchell, aye; and Vice Mayor Rawls, aye.   Council Member Lawson had a prior 

obligation and was unable to attend the meeting.  Council convened in Closed Session to discuss 

the following matters: (A) Discussion, consideration, or interviews of prospective candidates for 

employment; assignment, or appointment, as authorized by Subsection 1, and (B) Discussion 

or consideration of the acquisition of real property for a public purpose, or of the disposition of 

publicly held real property, where discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the 

bargaining or negotiating strategy of the public body, as authorized by Subsection 3.  

At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) 

only public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said 

Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the 

Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the meeting.   

A motion was made by Vice Mayor Rawls to appoint Melissa Mullins to the Board of 

Appeals.  Council Member Pearson seconded the motion with all Members voting in favor.    

Pledge to the flag and invocation were led by Council Member Pearson. Mayor Jones 

welcomed everyone to the meeting and advised that agendas could be found in the back of the 

room and on the City website.  

Consider approval of the consent agenda – Vice Mayor Rawls made a motion to approve the 

consent agenda as presented.  Council Member Pearson seconded the motion with all present 

members voting in favor.  

Consider presentation of a proclamation recognizing October 2023 as Domestic Violence 

Awareness Month - Representatives from Southside Survivor’s Response Center gave a brief 

summary of the services offered and how citizens can reach the organization when needed. They 

average 40-60 clients who stay at the shelter each year. Vice Mayor Rawls read the proclamation 

and presented a copy to the representatives.  
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Approval of a resolution to appoint and provide correct terms of office for Directors of the 

Industrial Development Authority – Interim City Manager Glen Adams explained the need for 

an IDA board. Vice Mayor Rawls made a motion to approve the resolution and to appoint Sean 

Campbell, Olivia Garrett, Ronnie Fultz, Leeland Prillaman, Kimberly Walker, Michael Scales 

and Eric Phillips to the IDA board.  Council Member Pearson seconded the motion with the 

following roll call vote: Council Member Mitchell, aye; Council Member Pearson, aye; Vice 

Mayor Rawls, aye; and Mayor Jones, aye. Rawls requested an additional meeting to discuss 

ARPA and funding options for the IDA.  
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Presentation to Council and consideration to approve funds for the Warming Center – A 

representative of the warming center detailed the funding proposal.  Council Member Mitchell 

asked how staff secures prescription medication.  Council Member Pearson explained that 

non-Martinsville residents will be accepted to the Warming Center but must return to their 

city of origin within 5 days. Mayor Jones asked questions on Council Member Lawson’s behalf; 

Lawson asked for confirmation that 100% of funds would be used for the facility and work 

done there. Vice Mayor Rawls made a motion to provide $35,000 from ARPA funds to the 

Warming Center; Council Member Pearson seconded the motion with all present Council 

Members voting in favor.  
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Consider approval on second reading Ordinance 2023-3 amending Section46.2-882.1 of 

the Martinsville City Code to install and operate photo speed monitoring devices within the 

boundaries of the City of Martinsville Virginia in school crossing zones for the purposes of 

recording violations of Cod of Virginia 46.2-873 – Interim City Manager Glen Adams said they 

are trying to ensure safety in school zones and with a 94% success rate, these cameras are 

perfect. Police Chief Fincher explained the study stats taken over a 5-day period, and the 

Police Department has done their own research to monitor the problem. Reviewing other 

jurisdictions, a $100 fine is standard; fines under $75 are not cost-effective since $25 goes 

towards the operation of the equipment. The average officer rate to run radar would be more 

expensive than the cost of using the cameras. Fincher explained that a ticket would be mailed 

to the owner of the vehicle, and payment may be mailed or paid online. If fines are not paid, 

another notice will be mailed, and unpaid fees could be addressed in small claims court. 

Council Member Pearson made the motion to approve the ordinance on second reading.  Vice 

Mayor Rawls seconded the motion with the following roll call vote: Vice Mayor Rawls, aye; 

Council Member Mitchell, aye; Mayor Jones, aye; and Council Member Pearson, aye. 
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Presentation for Council concerning the Martinsville Middle School Generator and consider 

approval of funds – Safety Director John Turner detailed the need for the generator for 

Martinsville Middle School which has been designated as an emergency shelter for years. The 
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current capacity for the shelter is 200 people; the only facility designated is the cafeteria which 

could only hold 100 people. The generator can increase capacity by powering the entire facility 

to 1340 people or approximately 10% of the population. This would also benefit the school 

system in case of power outage allowing students to stay at school instead of being sent home. 

Originally this was a 50-50 grant, but now it’s a 70-30 grant with the city’s share being 

$191,000.  Turner said the school has been declared an emergency shelter since the 1990s 

with Albert Harris being a second backup facility.  Vice Mayor Rawls made a motion to 

approve ARPA funds to support the generator purchase; Council Member Pearson seconded 

the motion with all present Council Members voting in favor.  

Request to Purchase Side-by-Side with Capital Savings – Water Resources Director Mandy 

Muse explained the need for the additional side-by-side since the current one is no longer a 

reliable vehicle.  Muse explained the savings from a dump truck and the cost of the vehicles 

after a trade in. Vice Mayor Rawls made the motion to approve the purchase; Council Member 

Pearson seconded the motion with all present Council Members voting in favor.  

 

We received a $25K PUP Grant from the Harvest foundation for the renovation of the 

Spruce St. Tennis Courts into a combined Tennis and Pickleball Court and consider approval 

of additional funds form ARPA – Interim City Manager Glen Adams explained the grant 

received for renovation of combined tennis and pickleball courts. Vice Mayor Rawls requests 

an update on ARPA funds. Rawls made a motion to approve ARPA funds be applied to the 

court renovation; Council Member Pearson seconded the motion with all present Council 

Members voting in favor.  
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Business from the Floor – Mike Sanguadolche 708 Starling Avenue supports the pickle ball 

courts. He asked that residents be kept updated and shared that there are currently 22 

players on the list ready to play on the new courts.  
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Public Information Officer Kendall Davis provided a brief overview of the park survey, 

sharing that they had received 136 responses. An updated report is being prepared. 

Comments by members of City Council – Council Member Mitchell is looking forward to the 

VML meeting.  Council Member Pearson said she will look back on this date and the formation 

of the IDA as a way to provide direction and guidance in order to make a huge leap forward in 

the economic growth of Martinsville.  Council will need to find and provide funds for the IDA to 

purchase properties and land; it will be done methodically and in a strategic manner.  Pearson 

stated that PIO Davis has done a wonderful job with the website update and the Facebook 

page and encouraged residents to LIKE and SHARE the City Facebook page. Upcoming 

Martinsville events can be found on visitmartinsville.com, Pearson shared that there is a lot 

going on this weekend. Vice Mayor Rawls shared that the IDA board is a stacked roster with 

top-notch members.  Mayor Jones also shared the importance of the IDA and welcomed the 

new City Manager who would start on Friday. Jones explained that there are several new 

department heads, which brings a new vibe to the city.  Jones said that Council appreciates 

Interim City Manager Adams for his service to the City.  

Comments by City Manager – Interim City Manager Adams said that it’s been a privilege to 

serve Martinsville and the City Council is a great team. Accomplishments made are from a 

combined effort between the City Manager’s office, department directors and staff.  

There being no further business, Pearson made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:00pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts, Clerk of Council    LC Jones, Mayor 

 

   


