November 18, 2023 Work Session
A work session meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on

November 18, 2023 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 9:00 AM with Mayor LC Jones
residing. Other Council Members present included Kathy Lawson, Aaron Rawls, Lawrence
Mitchell and Tammy Pearson. Staff present included City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides.

Mayor Jones called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed Session
beginning at 9:00AM. In accordance with the Code of Virginia, Title 2.2 Chapter 37, Freedom
of Information Act and upon a motion by Vice Mayor Rawls and seconded by Council Member
Lawson with the following 5-0 recorded vote: Vice Mayor Rawls, aye; Council Member Pearson,
aye; Council Member Mitchell, aye; Mayor Jones, aye; and Council Member Lawson, aye.
Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) Personnel Discussions,
as authorized by Subsection 1, (B) Discussion or consideration of the acquisition of real property
for a public purpose or of the disposition of publicly held real property, where discussion in an
open meeting would adversely affect the bargaining position or negotiating strategy of the public
body, as authorized but Subsection 3, as authorized by Subsection 3, (C) Discussion concerning
a prospective business or industry or the expansion of an existing business or industry where
no previous announcement has been made of the business or industry's interest in locating or
expanding its facilities in the community, as authorized by Subsection 5. And (D) Consultation
with legal counsel and briefings by staff members, attorneys or consultants pertaining to actual
or probable litigation or other specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by
such counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7, as authorized by Subsection 7. At the conclusion
of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) only public business
matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed Session; and (2)
only those business matters identified in the motion convening the Closed Session were heard,
discussed, or considered during the meeting. A motion was made by Council Member Lawson
and seconded by Council Member Pearson with the following recorded 5-0 vote: Mayor Jones,
aye; Vice Mayor Rawls, aye; Council Member Lawson, aye; Council Member Mitchell, aye; and
Council Member Pearson, aye

No action was taken out of Closed Session

Hear a presentation by Share the Air — Representatives from Share the Air made a brief

presentation summarizing the Share the Air organization
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Campaign Goal: Create 100%
Tobacco-Free and E-Cigarette-Free
Outdoor Public Spaces

Become a Champion by
adopting a tobacco-free and
e-cigarette-free outdoor policy.
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FREE Tobacco-Free
Signage

FREE Resources

Toolkit Includes:

WELCOME TO OUR

ALUMINUM SIGNS: BEST FOR OUTDOOR e Tobacco-Free and

VIRGINIA
ARERS 2 E-Cigarette-Free Model
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e And more!
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KEY FACTS

Tobacco products are the most littered item nationwide, accounting for nearly 40% of all littered items.'

Anon-user exposed to secondhand aerosol smoke produced by the exhaled particles from electronic cigarettes could be
exposed to particles similar in size to tobacco smoke and diesel engine smoke.*

Taking steps to eliminate outdoor tobacco and e-cigarette use promotes health equity for all by de-normalizing unhealthy
behaviars and establishing community norms that tobacco and e-cigaratte use is not accepted behavior.*

Tobacco smoke is one of the most common asthma triggers. Children with asthma who are exposed to secondhand smoke
are at risk for more severe and frequent asthma attacks, which can be fatal.*

Y IT MATTERS

Heavy nicotine use can prime adolescent brains for future substance use.'"
One in 15 Virginians currently have asthma, and that number is increasing. ™
Over 125,000 youth in VA currently have asthma.

O Nearly 1in 5 students went to the emergency room or urgent care center last year because of their asthma.

Litter from cigarettes and nicotine vapor products liquid poses an ingestion risk for young children. Ingesting discarded
Ggarettes or cigarette butts can cause vomiting, tremors, weakness, unresponsiveness, and may lead to respiratory arrest
and death.*

O Ingesting discarded nicotine liquid used for e-cigarettes can cause vomiting, a racing heart, difficulty breathing, and

even death-a teaspoon of concentrated liquid nicotine can be fatal for toddlers 26 pounds and under.*

People exposed to second-hand aerosol smoke produced by e-cigarettes have shown similar nicotine absorption levels
similar to passive smokers.

E-cigarettes do not produce just water vapor. [e-cigs emit] "harmful chemicals like diacetyl, heavy metals like nickel and lead,
and even benzene, the stuff that comes out of your exhaust pipe.™*

O Dangerous metal particles such as chromium are found in vape clouds and the toxic metal can build in your lungs

over time.?
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PLEASE FILL OUT THIS FORM IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADD YOUR MUNICIPALITY
OR COUNTY TO THE SHARE THE AIR SIGN-ON LETTER

is committed to providing a 100% tobacco-free and vape-free parklands, park facilities,

and open public spaces in order to provide a clean, healthy, and safe environment for all Virginians.

Signing this letter is self-enforcing and voluntary. No tobacco nor use of any electronic smoking device s allowed on publicly
owned parklands, park facilities, and open public spaces.

As part of this agreement, the signee agrees to:

Establish voluntary compliance to prohibit tobacco and electronic smoking device use on parklands, park facilities, open

public spaces, all enclosed and and shelters.

areas, including :
Enforce the tobacco and e-cigarette-free voluntary policy when violations occur. If a person is in violation of the voluntary
compliance, an owner, manager, or park employee will direct that person to extinguish (or turn off, f electronic) the product
being smoked or vaped.

1f a person continues to violate the voluntary compliance, an owner, manager or park employee can inform that person that
a violation constitutes as a nuisance.

Park staff will be informed of the voluntary policy and given enforcement statements to help encourage voluntary

compliance and will help to distribute flyers informing the community of the voluntary tobacco- and e-cigarette-free policy.

Post signage in a manner and location that adequately informs the community of the tobacco- and e-cigarette-free policy.

Advertise and promote this policy on the municipality’s website using provided campaign language.

Individual Completing this Form Title

Effective Date Phone Number Email Address

[] 2y ading your municipality or county to ths sign-on leter, | understand and agree to the following:

This sign-on letter will be shared with key decision-makers, such as local and state elected officials.

This sign-on letter may be the media to local and d for this issue.

This sign-on letter may be shared to, posted on social media, the Share The Air website, or other forms of Share The Air
media (such as a video).

This sign-on letter will use your logo (if provided) to showcase your city/ town/ county’s concern. Your logo may also be

shown on Share The Air h

have signed on to the letter.
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Discuss the ARPA funding update and remaining additions —

Discuss the Legislative Agenda, proposed City Charter update, and 2% School Tax -

Discuss the City Council Calendar for December -
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There being no further business, Council Member --- made a motion to adjourn. The meeting

adjourned at 9:30pm.

Karen Roberts, Clerk of Council LC Jones, Mayor



