
December 19, 2023 Council Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on December 

19, 2023, in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:00 PM with Mayor LC Jones presiding. 

Other Council Members present included Kathy Lawson, Lawrence Mitchell, Aaron Rawls and 

Tammy Pearson.  Staff present included City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, Community 

Finance Director Mandy McGhee, Utilities Director Durwin Joyce, Development Director Keith 

Holland, Building Inspector Kris Bridges, Police ??, and City Attorney Paul Jacobson of Sands 

Anderson. 

Mayor Jones called the meeting to order.  Council Member Lawson led the pledge and offered 

invocation.  Mayor Jones welcomed everyone to the meeting, stating printed agendas could be 

found in the back of the room and on the City website for those watching from home.  

 Approve minutes from the October 24, 2023 Council Meeting - Council Member Lawson 

made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Vice Mayor Rawls seconded the motion 

with all Council Members voting in favor.  

Consider approval of the Nuisance Ordinance amendment – Building Inspector Kris Bridges 

summarized the changes to the ordinance. Vice Mayor Rawls requested that this topic be tabled 

until the January 23, 2024, Council meeting; Council Member Pearson seconded the vote with 

all Council Members voting in favor.  
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Conveyance of public property to Danville Housing and Redevelopment Authority – 

Community Development Director Keith Holland summarized the request for property donation 

to develop multifamily housing. DRHA has asked for authorization so they can move forward 

with the plan to development. Vice Mayor Rawls shared that they hope to see 20 housing units 

on West Church and 200+ housing units on Rives Road.  The only thing DRHA has asked from 

the city other than site control are utility hookups provided by the City. Everything is on the 

table to negotiate a reasonable contract. Council Member Mitchell expressed concern about 20 

units on West Church which is a congested location. Rawls made a motion to authorize the City 

Manager to draft and execute a contract between the MHRA and DRHA to convey the properties 

to DRHA by deed for the purpose to develop the two properties for housing under the minimum 

guarantees within a negotiated time frame, commit to all utility connections be waived for future 

housing, and subject to be taxable or subject to tax equivalent, or any other terms to be 

reasonably negotiated to be identified by the City Manager.  
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Update from the Finance Department related to the requested electric rate increase – City 

Manager Ferrell-Benavides pointed out that the finance presentation is for information purposes 

only. Staff does not expect Council to make a decision until January 2024.  Finance Director 

Mandy McGhee presented a PowerPoint to elaborate on the proposed electric rate, an electric 

fund analysis, the history of rate adjustments additional details on the recommended 

adjustment and the potential outlook if the increase is not approved.  
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Consider approval of proposed changes to the City Charter – Paul Jacobson, City Attorney 

summarized changes that were made to the proposed charter change. Mayor Jones opened the 

public hearing.  No one approached the podium so the public hearing was closed. Council 

Member Pearson made a motion to approve the changes to the City Charter and then read 

through those proposed amendments. Council Member Lawson seconded the motion with the 

following roll call vote: Rawls, aye; Lawson, aye; Mitchell, aye; Pearson, aye; and Jones, aye. 

Motion passes with a 5-0 vote.  

Consider information related to the City proposed 2024 Legislative Agenda – City Manager 

Aretha Ferrell-Benavides presented a PowerPoint presentation regarding City Council Strategic 

Goals, Virginia General Assembly Transportation, education, etc. Natalie Davis, Consultant for 

the West Piedmont Workforce Development shared a PowerPoint and general overview for 

workforce development.  
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Business from the Floor – Ural Harris 217 Stuart Street, said that a statement made that 

the Rives Road site was not suitable for industrial development and questioned why it would 

be considered suitable for residential. Harris has not received the IDA report as requested. 

There are other sites within the City that could be used for housing, and he questions what 

the cost will be for infrastructure. Harris says Council has not been upfront with the residents 

on the cost and it will be wrong to increase taxes to cover the cost.  There were statements 

made at the last meeting about school funding and industries moving to the City.  Harris said 

that scores of less than 30% in math and less than 60% of reading are not top scores in the 

state and questioned why two Council Members won’s send their own children to Martinsville 

City schools. Harris presented a copy of the Martinsville Bulletin to the Mayor and Council 

Members, stating that Vice Mayor Rawls had denied a statement at the previous Council 

meeting but he was quoted in the paper.  Council has shown a complete lack of transparency 

and Harris said that three of the Council Members should resign for the damage they’ve done 

this past year. Rico Johnson, owner of Korna Kitchen expressed concern regarding the 

crosswalk at 37 Main Street. The level of traffic, rate of speed and visual blockage of oncoming 

traffic makes that area extremely dangerous to cross the street. Council Members discussed 

potential solutions to reduce speed including installation of rumble strips or flashing lights. 

Lawson recommended using the same methods as the crosswalk at Uptown Pinball installed 

last year.  

Comments by City Council – Council Member Mitchell said it would soon be 2024, 2023 has 

been an interesting year for Martinsville government. Coming up on the holidays, people look 

forward to visiting with friends and family, but everyone needs to consider the safety during the 

holidays with fast driving and drinking.  Charity is helping people, he asked residents to consider 
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charity over the holidays.  It’s now time to get to work in 2024. Council Member Pearson would 

like to see a Year-End review on everything done in 2023 that can be posted on the City website.  

The City has seen a lot of positive things this year.  Pearson wished all a blessed Christmas and 

wonderful New Year and she asked that everyone remember their blessings and give thanks. 

Pearson thanked the City Manager, staff, Council Members and their families. Council Member 

Lawson congratulated Esther Artis and Kris Schrader on their retirement.  Lawson said giving 

is more than writing a check, local organizations provide that extra touch needed for this season 

but it’s the people that make that possible. Lawson thanked the Sheriff’s Office, Public Works 

and other City departments who help organizations.  Merry Christmas to everyone, please take 

the time to spend with family and appreciate the season.  2024 will be another great year.  Vice 

Mayor Rawls mentioned doing a town hall/state of the city possibly in January regarding 

accomplishments from 2023 and a deviation from the historic community meetings. Mayor 

Jones thanked everyone for attending and watching from home.  Jones shared details about the 

Heads of State Community Toy Drive which would be held on Saturday for families still needing 

Christmas gifts for children.  Jones thanked all City employees; it’s been a tough year and a lot 

of changes.  Jones wished all citizens a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.   

Comments by the City Manager – City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides thanked Council 

and shared that it had been an interesting year for Martinsville. As we end this year, Council 

will receive a calendar from her, and budget season begins the first of the year.  Her son 

graduated from the University of Kansas and she’s proud of him but she’s prouder of her 

grandmother who was insistent she would attend the graduation even after having a stroke. 

Please check on our seniors and those who lost loved ones this past year.  On behalf of the staff, 

thank you. Not only did Council allow them the half-day for Christmas but the full day meant 

so much to them. 

There being no further business, Council Member Lawson made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:25pm. 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts, Clerk of Council    LC Jones, Mayor 

 

   


