
February 13, 2024 Council Meeting 
A Work Session and Briefing to discuss Consent Agenda Items was held at 5:00 pm on 

February 13, 2024, in Room 208, Conference Room, Municipal Building.  Mayor Jones, Vice 

Mayor Rawls, Council Member Lawson, Council Member Pearson, Council Member Mitchell, 

Chief Operating Officer Edena Reese-Atmore, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, Finance Director 

Mandy McGhee, Assistant Finance Director Crystal Ferguson, Community Development 

Director Keith Holland, Public Information Officer Kendall Davis, Emergency Manager John 

Turner, MiNET Director Mike Scaffidi, Public Works Director Greg Maggard, Police Chief Rob 

Fincher 

Telecommunications/MiNET Director Mike Scaffidi presented plans on broadband 

expansion. 
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Emergency Management/Safety Director John Turner presented a quarterly update. 
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 City Council had a Closed Session beginning at 6:00 PM.  In accordance with the Code of 

Virginia, Title 2.2 Chapter 37, Freedom of Information Act to discuss the following: (A) 2.2-

3711.A.3: Discussion or consideration of the acquisition of real property for a public purpose or 

disposition of publicly held real property, where discussion in an open meeting would adversely 

affect the bargaining position or negotiating strategy of the public body and (B) 2.2-3711.A.5: 

Discussion concerning a prospective business or industry or the expansion of an existing 

business or industry where no previous announcement has been made of the business or 

industry's interest in locating or expanding its facilities in the community concerning 51 Lester 

Street. At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) 

only public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said 

Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the 

Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the meeting.  A motion was made 

by Council Member Lawson; seconded by Council Member Pearson with the following 5-0 

recorded vote in favor to return to Open Session: Rawls, aye; Lawson, aye; Jones, aye; Mitchell, 

aye; and Pearson, aye.  Per Mayor Jones, no action was taken out of closed session. 

Call to Order – Mayor Jones welcomed everyone to the meeting, pointing out that agendas 

could be found on the wall in the back of the room and on the City’s website.  

Pledge to the American Flag: by Council Member Tammy Pearson   

Invocation – Bishop Wesley Childress, Sr of True Bread Worship Center   

Regular agenda or new business - Presentation of the Annual Comprehensive Financial 

Report (FY2023) – Michael Lupton, Partner at Robinson, Farmer, Cox, and Associates clarified 

the need and procedure for the annual audit and presented the results of the audit and 

rendered the unmodified, clean opinion on the financial statements. There were no deficiencies 

in the controlled environment and no findings of noncompliance.  Vice Mayor Rawls pointed 

out that revenue exceeded expenditures and that FY2023 was the best performing year that 

Martinsville has on record.  

Consideration of Amendments to Nuisance Code Ordinance – Community Development 

Director Keith Holland presented a PowerPoint detailing the need to update the ordinance and 
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the changes requested. Council Member Mitchell requested a redline version of the ordinance.  

Vice Mayor Rawls and Mitchell both questioned the change of 50feet to 150ft.  Rawls 

questioned the enforcement of wooded lots where overgrowth encroaches on adjacent property.  

Mayor Jones likes the changes, but they want to see action and Council expects the ordinance 

be enforced fairly and across the board.  Holland says they have staff in place now to be able 

to enforce that. Council Member Pearson questioned if the department would be proactive or if 

the investigations will be call-based only. Holland explained that he plans to work with Police 

and Public Works and establish monthly meetings to share the problem locations. Council 

expects Inspections to be proactive. Pearson recommends a change to that verbiage. Holland 

says the new tracking system is working well but they have not received as many reports as 

expected, but he expects that to work better with public knowledge. Mitchell would like the 

public to be informed prior to enforcement. Holland said that the department will also identify 

ways to help residents through social services, faith-based programs, etc. to assist in 

maintaining property compliance in an equitable, ethical manner. Pearson asked that 

information on the expanded ordinance be added to the website and included in billings.  
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Holland provided an update on the Aaron Mills Senior Housing Project and requested 

Council consider setting a public hearing for February 27, 2024.  Holland explained the need 

to re-reestablishing the Martinsville Land Bank Authority and a public hearing would be 

required prior to that action. Council Member Lawson made the motion to set the public 

hearing; Vice Mayor Rawls seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  

Fiscal Year 2024-25 Budget Calendar – Chief Operating Officer Edena Reese-Atmore 

detailed the budget process calendar and provided a copy/schedule to Council Members. 

Mayor Jones requested the document be added to the website to provide transparency to the 

public.  

Communications from Visitors / Business from the Floor – Ural Harris, 217 Stuart Street 

stated that back in December, no one on Council would second the motion to raise the electric 

rates. In January, Council increased the rates and made the approval in the consent agenda 

to hide the action from the public.  Harris stated that Rawls and Jones are taking the City 

down the wrong road. By putting the increase under the consent agenda and not bringing it 

out to the public, was wrong and downright sneaky. The citizens won’t stand for this for long. 

Michael Green, 402 Oakdale Street suggests that the City should clearly define weeds and 

include trees in the nuisance ordinance and how they may impede electric lines, neighboring 

properties, and public rights-of-way. Mayor Jones recommends that Green and Holland look 

into this concern prior to the ordinance approval.  

Kendall Davis shared details on the February 24 Culture and Soul Expo to celebrate Black 

History Month; the event is open to the public by registering on Eventbrite and the link can be 

found on the City’s website. There are five restaurants secured to provide food and there will be 

music at the NCI building 11:00am-1:00pm 

Comments by Members of City Council – Mitchell reminds everyone that Valentine’s Day is 

tomorrow. Lawson expressed sympathy to former City Manager Leon Towarnicki for his 

mother's passing. Rawls encourages residents to participate in the Work sessions that begin at 

5:00 pm prior to the regular session, including staff updates and presentations. Jones 

explained the consent agenda is to expedite the work session topics. If there is any topic that a 
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Council Member has a concern about, that topic can be pulled from the consent agenda and 

discussed and voted on separately.  

Communications - Chief Operating Officer Edena Reese-Atmore wished Council Members a 

Happy Valentine’s Day and offered apologies for City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides who 

was unable to attend tonight’s meeting due to a family emergency.  

Adjournment – Council Member Lawson made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 pm 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts, Clerk of Council    LC Jones, Mayor 

 

   


