February 27, 2024 Council Meeting
A Work Session and Briefing was held at 5:00 pm in room 208, Martinsville City Municipal

Building on February 27, 2024. Mayor Jones, Vice Mayor Rawls, Council Member Lawson,
Council Member Pearson, Council Member Mitchell, City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides,
Chief Operating Officer Edena Reese-Atmore, Finance Director Mandy McGhee, Assistant
Finance Director Crystal Ferguson, Community Development Director Keith Holland, Public
Information Officer Kendall Davis, and Police Chief Rob Fincher

Police Chief Rob Fincher presented a Quarterly Update PowerPoint.
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The Fire Department Quarterly Update was rescheduled for the next meeting.

Regular Session began at 7:00pm in the Council Chambers

Call to Order — Mayor Jones welcomed everyone to the meeting, pointing out that agendas
could be found on the wall in the back of the room and on the City’s website.

Pledge to the American Flag an Invocation by Council Member Kathy Lawson.

Proclamations and Presentations — Council Member Lawson read the proclamation which

was presented to Barry Nelson, 2024 TIME Dealer of the Year for Virginia.
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M Martinsville

PROCLAMATION
BARRY NELSON

WHEREAS, Barry Nelzon of Autos by Nelson in Martinsville, Virginia was honored with the esteemed
TIME Dealer of the Year award at the 2024 National Automobile Dealers Aszociation (NADA) Show in
Las Vegas, Nevada. Nelson was chosen from 16,000 dealers nationwide to represent the Virginia

Automobile Dealers Association. This lade 1z consid a sipnificant honor within the auto
industry, highlighting successful dealership operations and deep-rooted commitment to community
service, and

WHEREAS, Nelzon began his jouney in the auto industry right after graduating from George
Washington Carver High School. He joined the family-owned Ford store in Bassett, Virginia under his
father (R, Nelson's leadership. Nelson mastered the intricacies of the car business by working through
every position at the dealership. This hands-on experience gave him the expertize to manage, and
eventually spearhead their ovwn auto group, and

WHEREAS, the Nelson family name grew stronger as they expanded their reach by acquiring various
franchizes and stores. Today, therr umbrella company, Autos by Nelson, boasts several new car
dealerships across Virginia, housing major brands such as Chevrolet, Ford, GMC, Honda, and others, and

WHEREAS, Nelzon iz passionate sbout giving back to the community. He has coached American Legion
Baseball for over 16 vears, generously supports the Martinsville Community Recreation Association, and
layed a pivotal role in establishing the Patrick & Henry Comnmumity College (PHCC) baseball program.

iz dedication to community growth extends bevond sports; his involvement with the Martinsville Henry
County Chamber of Commerce and the Henry County Industrial Development Authority showcases his
commitment to local business growth and job creation, and

WHEREAS, in recognition of his longstanding service to the ¢ ity, the Virginia Automobile
Dealers Aszociation Committee not only selected Nelson for this prestigious award but alzo awarded a
monetary reward of $10,000 for Nelson to donate to a charity of his choice.

NOW THEREFORE, I, LC Jones, Mayor of Martinsville, call upon the citizens of Martinsville to honor
and recognize Barry Nelzon for this | ble recognition and for his c i and dedicated work
within Martinsville and Henry County.

LC Jones, Mavor

Consent Agenda — Mayor Jones shared the items listed under the Consent Agenda including

State Grant Appropriation, Virginia Department of Transportation Commitment and Signatory
Resolution, Consideration of Amendments to Nuisance Code Ordinance and the Budget
Calendar. Council Member Lawson made a motion to approve all consent agenda items; Council
Member Lawson seconded the motion. Vice Mayor Rawls said the work session was over the
allotted time and he doesn’t feel that enough time was spent discussing the Nuisance Code
Ordinance. Council agreed to move the ordinance discussion forward to the Regular
Agenda/New Business section of the agenda. City Manager Ferrell-Benavides confirmed that
Council would be voting to approve the State Grant Appropriation, the Transportation
Commitment and Signatory Resolution, and Budget Calendar only. All Council Members voted
in favor.

Public Hearing — Community Development Director Keith Holland explained the need for the

public hearing to receive citizen input on the consideration of the Ordinance to Amend and
Restate the Establishment of the Martinsville Land Bank Authority. Approval of the ordinance
is urgent. Holland provided a PowerPoint to better explain the need for changes. Mayor Jones
opened the public hearing. John Stiltner with Landmark Asset spoke and offered to answer any
questions Council may have. City Manager Ferrell-Benavides pointed out that City Council could

no longer serve as the Land Bank Authority. Council Member Lawson made a motion to adopt
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the ordinance to amend and restate the establishment of the Martinsville Land Bank Authority.

Council Member Mitchell seconded the motion. Council Member Pearson asked how the new
board was selected. Ferrell-Benavides explained that they looked at existing individuals;
because this is a state-established board, we needed to get the transfer, and they looked at
individuals who had already gone through the ethics filing process. It’s much like the IDA and
there are several areas of conflict of interest that will exist. This board will allow internal
employees to serve. Our goal is not long range, but we needed to move expeditiously because of
the ongoing projects. Roll Call vote 5-0 in favor of approving the ordinance: Mitchell, aye;

Lawson, aye; Rawls, aye; Pearson, aye; and Jones, aye.

Consideration of Resolution for Aaron Street Property Donation

February 27, 2024

M Martinsville

Purpose

»The Martinsville Redevelopment and Housing Authority (MHRA) will need to approve a
Resolution for Property Donation Option Agreement

» Authorize a letter of commitment of $300,000 of ARPA funds as a low-interest 3% loan to support
the project

Questions?

» Authorize the transter of the property to Mid-Atlantic Foundation, a North Carolina non-profit,
who in turn will donate the propertly back lo Aaron Street Loits, LLC as a capital contribution

> All actions effective upon transfer of the property from the Martinsville Land Bank Authority to
the MHRA

Regular agenda or New business: MRHA Resolution for Donation Option Agreement for

Aaron Mills Senior Housing Project - Council Member Lawson made a motion to recess as City

Council and convene as the Martinsville Redevelopment Housing Authority. Vice Mayor Rawls
seconded the motion, with all Council Members voting in favor. Community Development
Director Keith Holland explained the purpose of the resolution. The MRHA would need to
approve the resolution for the Property Donation Option Agreement and authorize a letter of
commitment for $500,000 in ARPA funds as a low-interest 3% loan to support the project.
Holland requests MRHA authorize the transfer of the property to MidAtlantic Foundation, a
North Carolina non-profit that, in turn, would donate the property back to Aaron Street Lofts as
a capital contribution with all actions effective upon transfer of the property from the
Martinsville Land Bank Authority to the MHRA. Housing Authority Member Lawson made the
motion to approve the resolution; Housing Authority Member Pearson seconded the motion.

Housing Authority Vice Chair Rawls questioned the transfer from a nonprofit to a for-profit for
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business purposes, has shut down some civic duties, and asked for more explanation. John

Stiltner with Landmark Asset explained the process and the need for the transfer, and the
various “moving parts” to be handled in that way. All Council Members voted in favor of
approving the resolution. Housing Authority Member Lawson made the motion to adjourn as
MRHA and reconvene as City Council; Housing Authority Vice Chair Rawls seconded the motion
with all Council Members voting in favor.

Extension of Sales Agreement with Kayak Hotel Group - Community Development Director

Keith Holland explained the need for an extension of the sales agreement with Kayak Hotel
Group. Due to delays in submission of the required Erosion and Sediment Control Plan to the
Virginia Department of Environmental Quality, Kayak Hotel Group is requesting an extension
of the contract for sales agreement dated December 1, 2023. They request an extension of the
due diligence period for 90 days to May 28, 2024. The amendment of the agreement must also
be approved by the Martinsville Industrial Development Authority. No adverse impacts are
anticipated by this extension request. Vice Mayor Rawls made a motion to adopt the resolution
related to the extension; Council Member Lawson seconded the motion with all Council Members
voting in favor.

ARPA Funding Update — City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides and Finance Director Mandy

McGhee provided a PowerPoint on the ARPA funding. Vice Mayor Rawls made a motion to adopt
the updated ARPA project list with the clarification that the Council retains the initial amount
approved for community branding and marketing, at least until they can discuss it further in a
work session. Council Member Lawson seconded the motion, with all Council Members voting
in favor. Mayor Jones would like to take the ARPA list home to review and then reconvene
another day. Vice Mayor Rawls made a motion to accept the ARPA expenses as presented for
Inspections, The Berkley Group expense. MiNET, the jail roof, the water generator for the pump
house, and the updated asset plan for the water/sewer department. Lawson seconded the
motion and questioned if the bus stop should be added. Mayor Jones would like to add the
Youth Employment program and asked if the chiller is an immediate need. Council Member
Pearson questioned the status of the Fire Department roof. Ferrell-Benavides said there is still
time to make additional approvals for items not quite as urgent. Rawls requested that the
Council approve the water/sewer plant roof, which should have been in last year's capital, so it
needs to be done. Lawson confirmed that Council would be approving Inspections, The Berkley
Group, MINET, the Jail roof, asset management updates, the water/sewer plant roof, the Youth
Employment program, and the water generator for the pump house. All Council Members
approved the motion.

Consideration of amendments to the Nuisance Code Ordinance — Community Development

Director Keith Holland briefly explained the need for amendments to the ordinance.
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Iz} Nothing in this section shall be construed to reguire the cutting of any tree or ormamental
pt\l of Martinsville, Virginia it iz creating a safety hazard
If}  Inthe event that the director of public works finds it necassary to abate violztions of this section in
accordance with subsaction {c} herein, upon the fourth such zbatement within 2 calendar year for any
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia, in Regular Session held specific parcel the director of public works may have such property reseeded in non-invasive clover or other
February 27, 2024 that Sections 13-37, 15.5-21 and 15.5-220f the Code of the City of nan-invasive, low-growth vegetative cover as the director deems appropriate
Martinsville be amended to hereafter read as follows:

Ordinanca No. 20281

Charter referan:
2(20]

| —Authority of city to raquire premises be kept clean, senitary and free from weeds, Ch. 1, §

Sec. 13-37. Excessive growth of grass, weeds, etc., on vacant property.

{a]  tshall be the duty of the owner of any parcal of kand in the City to cut or cause to be cut all grass, weeds or
like vegetative growth 5o that such growth 3t no time exceads 3 height of ighteen (18} inches abave the
ground uniess such growth, due ta unusual physical charactaristics of the property is deemed by the director
of publicworks to not create a potantial threat ta public health or safety; and it shall be the duty of the 5tate law reference(s)—authority for above section, Code of virginia, §§ 15.2-801, 15.2-1115.
awner of any legally established lot situzted in the city franting 2 city-maintained public street to cut thareon
any weeds, brush, grass or ike vegetative growth if an occupied building or residence is situated on an
adjacent lot, subject to the following: Sec. 15.5-21. Nuisances prohibited; term defined.

(1) All grass, weeds or like vegetstive growth shall be cut so that no such growth sxceeds at any time @
height of ten {10} inches above ground for 3 depth of eighty (0] fest from the street line measured at
ninety (90) degrees with the street ling; and

Cross referencels|—Penalty for Class 4 misdemeancr, § 1-11; removal or screening of accumulations of waste:
matarial on private proparty, § 18-2.

it shall be unlawful for the Gwner or OWNErs, SCCUPANT o SCCURaNts of 3ny property o premisss located in
the city to create, cause, or permit the continuation of any nuisance. The term *nuisance” to include, without
limitation, the examples set forth as follows.

2} Such vegetative growth shall be cut a5 aften a5 nacessary to comply with the stendards stated hersin, ) . } i
L e SE]" . ms oot framant toam tos (2] S e vZar hem_:;; N2y 15 and e 1, bt (1) Any condition which is breding ground or harbor for mosquitoes or 2 breeding zround for rats o
: ’ thy st
August 1 2nd September 1. Other pests
The directar of public works may grant & variance from thesa requiremants if, in his opinion, ste=p slopes or tarrzin 2 Any ?"’_“E :”’“:555’_:;‘ °’_d°‘"e" "“’“;h“‘_s"‘zg_e‘z_t“;" cver ten (10} inches in height that i within fifry
make it impractical to cut such vegetative growth as described above provided that the intent of these (50) feet of an inhabited residence or other accupied structure.
requirements is complied with. Should the owner of sny such property fsil or refuse to abide by this requirement, {3} An open plece of callection of water where insects tand to breed. For the purposes of this chapter, zn
the dirsctor of public warks shall give 3 Written notice o such owner requiring him to cut or have Ut such grass, "open place of collsction of water” shall be held to mean and be thet contained in ditches, podls,
wests or vegatative growth within fifteen (15 days after the date of the natice. pands {nasural or artficial), excavations, hales, depressions, apan cesspoals, privy vaults, fountsins,
{b] The notice referred to in subsaction (2} above shall be given to the awner by personally serving a copy of ;'_5‘2"'5‘ t;l';;sj ‘:_E':c'f"ﬁ"s‘ b"f's’ troughs, ums, ‘a"i' 'ffxﬂes’ ::"mes‘ fubs, l:[.::bets, partilly
such natice on the wnar or his agant or by mailing & capy o the @wner a his [sst known past offics address sassembled wehicles, defective house raof gutters, tanks of flush closets or similar containers
by registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, ar if the owner or his address is unknown, by {4} An open plece of comBustitle items such as mattresses, boxes, paper, automabile tires and tubes,
publication of such notice in a newspaper of genersl circulation in the city once per week for two () garbiage, trash, refuse, brush, debris from the clearing or grading of kots, ald ciothes, rags or any ather
successive wesks. A copy of such natice sent to the wner by registerad or certified mail at the address of combustible materials or ebjects of = like nature.
;:‘: c‘j"“E_’e‘:":d:"\" tha lznd ""‘_”r':j‘l"_'_‘"ﬁ c_':"::a” "e:*"‘“ ‘f;"“e': '“": T_“”':'JE"“;‘"““ having {5} Anopen place of collection of garbage, food waste, animsl wasts or other rotten or putrescibles matter
n received by the owner, regardless of whether such copy is returned undeliversd or not. oo
[c}  Upanthe failure or refusal of the awner, after serving of the natice pursunt ta this ssctien, to cut or cause 51 anyfurniture. annlisnce r other metal aroducts of any kind o naturs anenly kent which have rough
t0 be Ut the grass, weeds or vegetative growth within the time grovided, the director of public works may &} arfaggeu edg’ﬁ”:f el ar ghaes P i penty kep €
have the necessary work done by city employees or city 3gents under CoNTract. the actuzl costs and X X ; X .
expenses of such wark, plus the cost of serving the notice, shall be chargzabie paid by the awner of {7} Any furniturs or other articles not specifially intendd for cutdoor use or exposureto the glements

the property. Any Bill sent to the owner which is not paid within thirty (30 days shall be transmitted to the and which would tend to absorb o retain moisturs thereby attracting Insects, pests or vermin.
city trezsurer, who shall include such billin the next razular real estate tax bill sentto the cwner. Every such
charge with which the owner has been assessad and which remains unpaid after the deadline for the
payment of the next installment of real estate taxes shall constitute a fien against such property; provided,
however, that such lien shall be recorded in the same manner as liens for real estate taxes are recorded. It
shall be the duty of the city treasurer to assure the proper recording of any such lien

(8)  Any sccumulation of rubbish, Erash, old building materials or junk causing or threatening to cause a fire
hazard, or causing or threatening to cause the accumulation of Stgnant water, or causing or
threatening to cause the inhabitance of mice, snzkes or vermin of any kind which may be dangerous or
prejudicial to the public heaith.

8) Th filure or refuss] of any property owner ta camaly with the terms of any natice to cut 2rass, weads ar (3] Any condition detrimental to the public health which vialates the rules and regulztions of the health
cther growth served pursuant to this ssction shall constitute a Class & misdemesnar. In any prosecution, department
there shall be  rebuttable presumption that any growth excesding thras (3} fest in height crastes 2 The cade official heretofore designated by council to enfarce the building maintanance code in the city and
potential threat to public health or safety. alftemnatively the city sttomey are hereby vested with discrationary suthority to decline to undertake enforcement

of this section with respect to nuisencas which zr2 (3) deemed to b of a private nature between neighboring
praperty owners, or () deemed not to constitute 2 public nuisance, or [¢) nat visible to the unaided eye from
strest or ground level outside the boundaries of the property on which the subject nuisance exists

Sec. 15.5-22, Notice of abatement: correction by city.

{3} Whenever it shall be reported to the cods official heretofore deslgnated by coundil to enforce the building
maintanance code in ths city that there 2xists on any lot or parcel of land in the city any such nuisance, he
shall forthwith give the owner or owners, 0CCUpaNt o occupants of said pramises written notice to
promptly remave, raze, or abate such nuisance and spacify & reasonable time for such discontinuancs or

- The council ively finds that three (3] days from the receipt of such natice is 3 reasonable
amount of time for completion of remoual razing or abatement of any nuisance, nd also finds any longer
period prescribed by the notifying official to be reasonable. Such natice shall be in writing and shall b
served Upon the OWNEr of DWNErs, OSCUPANt o CCUpants by mailing 2 copy therzof to the last known past
office address of said person or persans, or by delivery in prsan or by delivering it nd leaving itin
possessian of any parsan in charge of the premisss, or by pasting the notice in & conspicuous place onthe
premisss if such person or persons cannot be found on said pramises; and if the person or persons receiving
the notice to abate fail to comply within the given period of time, the code official shall cause the
corrections to be mzde, sither through other city agencies or by contract or arTangement with private
persons, and charge and collact the cost thareaf from the OWNEr OF OWNErs, DCCUPENT OF OCCUPENES of the
property affected in any manner provided by law for the collection of state or local taxes.

(b} In the avent that the diractor of public works finds it nacessary to abate viclations of section 15.5-21 of the
city code in accordance with subssction (a) herein, upon the fourth such shatement within & calendar year
far any specific parcel the director of public works may have such property reseeded in non-invasive clover
or other nan-invasive, low-growth vegetative cover as the director deems approprizte.

Karen Roberts, Clerk of Coundil

Communications from Visitors / Business from the Floor — Noone approached the podium.

Comments by Members of City Council — Council Member Mitchell attended two events this

month celebrating Black History Month and for the first time, he feels that residents “showed
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up” to recognize black history. Council Member Pearson thanked PIO Kendall Davis for his work

putting together the Expo this past weekend, and she looks forward to working on additional
events in the City going forward. Pearson encourages residents to contact Council Members with
input. Fast Track is March 6 at the Clock Tower in Martinsville with over 125 businesses
exhibiting. Pearson informed residents of the Visit Martinsville App and encouraged them to
download it. Council Member Lawson thanked staff, and Council Members involved in the City’s
BHM event. The next Hazardous Waste Day is April 13, 2024, at the Bassett PSA warehouse.
Vice Mayor Rawls shared details on potential energy and electric funding through the state with
an explanation of how the City purchases power. Mayor Jones thanked residents for attending
the meeting and thanked volunteers for assisting with this past weekend's event. Jones invited
Pastor Caleb Robinson to offer the invocation at the end of the meeting.

City Manager Ferrell-Benavides thanked the children who volunteered for the BHM event.
Martinsville is a member of the National League of Cities, and she hopes that the Council will
continue to participate in this organization as they continue to move the City forward. Aretha
and the Mayor will be attending a meeting on March 11, so the March 12 meeting will be moved
to March 19. Aretha mentioned Fast Tract on March 5 and 6, 2024. There will be a Council
Retreat soon to discuss the vision for the city.

Monthly Financial Update — Finance Director Mandy McGhee presented the Financial
Update.

Pastor Robinson offered a closing invocation.

Adjournment — Council Member Lawson made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 pm.

Karen Roberts, Clerk of Council LC Jones, Mayor



