
March 20, 2024 Council Meeting 
A Work Session and Briefing to discuss Consent Agenda Items and Quarterly Updates was 

held at 5:00 pm on March 20, 2024, in Room 208 Conference Room, Municipal Building.  Mayor 

Jones, Vice Mayor Rawls, Council Member Lawson, Council Member Pearson, Council Member 

Mitchell, City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, Chief Operating Officer Edena Reese-Atmore, 

Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, Finance Director Mandy McGhee, Assistant Finance Director 

Crystal Ferguson, Public Information Officer Kendall Davis, Fire Chief Dan Howell, Utilities 

Director Durwin Joyce, and Police Chief Rob Fincher were in attendance. 

Discussion was held regarding the City Attorney Executive Search Services being offered by 

The Berkley Group. 

 

Fire Chief Dan Howell presented a PowerPoint presentation with updates on the Fire 

Department.  
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Utilities Director Durwin Joyce presented a PowerPoint presentation with updates on the 

Electric Department.  
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 City Council Executive Session began at 6:00 PM.  In accordance with the Code of Virginia, 

Title 2.2 Chapter 37, Freedom of Information Act to discuss the following: (A) 2.2-3711.A.3: 

Discussion or consideration of the acquisition of real property for a public purpose or disposition 

of publicly held real property, where discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the 

bargaining position or negotiating strategy of the public body, concerning amending the former 

BB&T Building contract. At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of Council 

certified that (1) only public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were 

discussed in said Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion 

convening the Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the meeting.  A 

motion was made by Council Member Lawson; seconded by Council Member Pearson with the 

following 5-0 recorded vote in favor to return to Open Session: Rawls, aye; Lawson, aye; Jones, 

aye; Mitchell, aye; and Pearson, aye.   

 Council Member Lawson made a motion to recess as City Council and convene as the 

Martinsville Redevelopment and Housing Authority. Vice Mayor Rawls seconded the motion with 
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all Council Members voting in favor. Housing Authority Member Lawson made a motion to 

approve a Resolution approving the addendum to the amended contract of sale for JRS Realty 

Partners, LLC.  Housing Authority Member Pearson seconded the motion with the following roll 

call vote:  Housing Authority Member Mitchell, aye; Housing Authority Member Pearson, aye; 

Housing Authority Chair Jones, aye; Housing Authority Vice Chair Rawls, aye; and Housing 

Authority Lawson, aye.  Lawson made a motion to adjourn as the Housing Authority and 

reconvene as City Council. Pearson seconded the motion with all voting in favor.  

 

Call to Order – Mayor Jones welcomed everyone to the meeting, pointing out that agendas 

could be found in the back of the room and on the City’s website.  

Pledge to the American Flag – Council Member Kathy Lawson led the pledge to the flag; 

Shasta Carmichael offered invocation.  

Proclamations and Presentations – Council Member Pearson read the Proclamation for 

National Library Week and presented it to Margaret Cardwell of the Blue Ridge Regional Library. 

Cardwell invited the public to visit one of the five regional libraries and the bookmobile. Cardwell 

shared the importance of increased funding for the library with the next city budget.  
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Regular agenda or new business: Council Member Lawson made the motion to approve the 

Work Order for the City Attorney Executive Search; Council Member Pearson seconded the 

motion, and all Council Members voted in favor.  

Budget Workshop Initial Revenue Estimates – City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides spoke 

about the Budget Revenue outlook for 2024-25 and shared a PowerPoint detailing the budget 

calendar, revenue projection approach, budget outlook, challenges facing the economy, Dr. 

Bailey’s key considerations for organizations, an overview of the City Manager’s observations, a 

general fund revenue multi-year summary, and general fund budget – revenue.  

Communications from Visitors / Business from the Floor – Mike Scaffidi, representative of 

the local AMVETs and Retired Army and Vietnam Veteran Carl Wright, provided information on 

the services that AMVETS provides to the community.  AMVETs would like to inform the City 

Council of their desire to acquire the National Armory property to combine all local AMVETS 

branches in a single location and allow members to service veterans and their families in various 

ways. They have the support of other veteran organizations; the AMVETS is the top contributor 

to veterans in the state.  Wright said it's obvious that the City Council and the City Manager do 

not want AMVETS to have the armory for some reason.  Anthony Bryant, 716 Windsor Lane and 

Retired Sergeant of the Army, spoke, sharing that veterans are a different breed, and they serve 

a lifelong connection with fellow veterans. He found Post 35 and, after a single visit, signed up 
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as a lifetime member. Bryant asked if Council was aware of any services in Martinsville or Henry 

County that provided services to veterans before tonight. Only 5% of Veterans in the area are a 

member of AMVETS; they are lost and not getting the benefits they deserve, and most do not 

realize the services available. Bryant shared some of the services that the local veterans provide 

and organizations that they’ve supported.   Many of the local organizations do not have post 

homes and meet at other businesses like Wright’s Funeral Home. With the support of the city 

and county, the armory could become a great asset to the AMVETS, local veterans, and their 

families. Doug Coates, Mt Olivette Road, was a solder and now a disabled vet.  He gave Council 

Members each a $1 bill; Council bought the armory for $1, and the veterans fought for their 

freedom with their blood. Coates asked Council to take a moment to consider that. Sam Phillips, 

Retired Army for 30 years. Thank you for allowing the AMVETS to speak. The armory is 

accessible to staff and for office spaces. Shawn O’Leary, an AMVETS rider, shared that 22 

soldiers commit suicide on a daily average. Having a place for them to go and talk to others who 

have experienced what they have is vital in saving lives. David Niblett, 77 Warren Road, Bassett, 

a Navy veteran, said his wife worked in DC for the Veterans Administration, and she brought 

home stories of how veterans were treated; they have no place to go to talk and no services to 

receive treatments. The word needs to get out there about veteran suicides, and a place needs 

to be made available for those in need.  

Ural Harris, 217 Stuart Street, stated that Vice Mayor Rawls said the 5:00 meeting would 

be televised, but it was not; Harris asked that it be fixed for the next meeting.  

Mayor Jones thanked the veterans for attending and expressing their needs; it was 

educational and humbling for him, and he thanked them for sharing that information.  There is 

an outreach VA program to help communities put together assistance, trade programs, and job 

skills. Jones commits that if veterans are willing to work with him, the armory will be short-

sighted and serve its purpose, but he feels that the veterans deserve better, and he will search 

for a place even in the county to support those veterans. Continue to communicate with the 

council so that a plan can be put into place. 

Comments by Members of City Council – Council Member Mitchell thanked the veterans for 

attending. A year ago, Alberta Wilson was honored for her 100th birthday; she passed away last 

week, so Mitchell offered condolences to her family.  Council Member Pearson thanked the 

veterans for attending and sharing information; no words can express her gratitude for their 

service.  Council Member Lawson echoed the mayor’s words; she understands what the veterans 

have spoken about, and she looks forward to moving forward and working with AMVETS. 

Hazardous Waste Day is April 13 at the PSA warehouse in Bassett; this is a free service for 

Martinsville and Henry County citizens.  Vice Mayor Rawls let the veterans know that the armory 

includes a gym and 10 offices and needs a lot of work on the heating and air system. Rawls 

hopes to work with the county to identify locations that could be better for the AMVETS.  Mayor 

Jones shared details about a budget survey for residents to complete online regarding the budget 
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process and a big opportunity for citizens to get involved.  Police Chief Fincher is looking for new 

officers for the department and highlighted recruiting steps to find new officers from various 

backgrounds; that’s what makes a good department, Jones said being a police officer is the best 

job he's ever had, and no experience is necessary to apply.  The Fire Department is hiring also.  

Communications – City Manager Ferrall-Benavides attended a play in Apex on the history 

of Apex and it spoke highly of Martinsville history through the Baldwin Family. The Mayor of 

Apex suggested a sister neighborhood relationship with Martinsville. Ferrell-Benavides thanked 

the veterans for attending; because there is a current RFP process, it is important that she works 

with the City Attorney’s so that they don’t do anything to go against those processes.  It is 

important to work towards a solution.  

Adjournment – Council Member Mitchell made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:00pm 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts, Clerk of Council    LC Jones, Mayor 

 

   


