
April 23, 2024 Council Meeting 
 

A Work Session was held at 5:00 pm on April 23, 2024, in Room 208, Conference Room, 

Municipal Building.  Mayor Jones, Vice Mayor Rawls, Council Member Lawson, Council Member 

Pearson, Council Member Mitchell, City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, Deputy Clerk of 

Council Richard Phipps, Chief Operating Officer Edena Reese-Atmore, Public Information Officer 

Kendall Davis, Finance Director Mandy McGhee, Assistant Finance Director Crystal Ferguson, 

IT Director Matthew Eggleston, MiNET Director Mike Scaffidi, Public Works Director Greg 

Maggard, Water Resources Director Mandy Muse, Community Development Director Keith 

Holland, Fire Chief Dan Howell, Emergency Manager John Turner, Registrar Sara Workman and 

the Electoral Board members were in attendance.   

A presentation was given by Ariel Johnson and Pam Chitwood regarding the Community 

Overdose Spike Response Planning Team objectives.  
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The Electric Department, Registrar and Electoral Board, Fire Department and Safety 

Department shared budget information during the budget workshop.  

The Work Session was recessed at 6:05pm and will reconvene after the closed session.  

City Council Executive Session began at 6:00 PM.  In accordance with the Code of Virginia, 

Title 2.2 Chapter 37, Freedom of Information Act to discuss the following: (1) 2.2-3711.A.1: 

Discussion consideration, or interviews of prospective candidates for employment, assignment, 

appointment, promotion, performance, demotion, salaries, disciplining, or resignation of specific 

public officers, appointees, or employees of any public body, concerning Board and Commission 

appointments, (2) 2.2-3711.A.3: Discussion or consideration of the acquisition of real property 

for a public purpose or disposition of publicly held real property, where discussion in an open 

meeting would adversely affect the bargaining position or negotiating strategy of the public body, 

concerning the former BB&T Building agreement , and (3) 2.2-3711.A.7: Consultation with legal 

counsel and briefings by staff members or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, 

where consultation in open meeting would adversely affect the City’s negotiation or litigating 

posture, concerning the deliberation on proposal related to previous employee litigation. At the 

conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) only public 

business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed 

Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the Closed 

Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the meeting.  A motion was made by 

Council Member Lawson; seconded by Vice Mayor Rawls with the following 5-0 recorded vote in 

favor to return to Open Session: Council Member Lawson, aye; Mayor Jones, aye; Council 

Member Mitchell, aye; Vice Mayor Rawls, aye; and Council Member Pearson, aye.    

 Regular Session began at 7:00 PM with additional attendees including Clerk of Council 

Karen Roberts.   

Call to Order – Mayor Jones welcomed everyone to the meeting, pointing out that agendas 

could be found in the back of the room and on the City’s website.  

Pledge to the American Flag and invocation by Council Member Pearson. 

Proclamations and Presentations 

Proclamation for Gbs-Cidp Awareness Month – Council Member Lawson read the 
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proclamation which will be mailed to Rick Forney, Liaison for the local Gbs-Cidp chapter.  

 

National Correctional Officers and Employees Week – Council Member Pearson read the 

proclamation which will be forwarded to the Sheriff’s Department 
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Proclamation for National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week – moved to Thursday  

Consent Agenda - Community Development Director Keith Holland presented a PowerPoint 

and explained the need for the policy for review and approval of Murals and Public Art. Council 

Member Pearson questioned what defines a mural and wanted to ensure that various forms of 

art such as stained glass are not excluded.  Having two committees is a concern of hers and 

could cause some issues. Pearson questioned the size restrictions listed in the draft also. If Arts 

and Cultural have questions, they can work with the ARB on the historical components for a 

proposed area. Vice Mayor Rawls questioned if there would be any cost to the City since in the 

past, these type projects were handled by the Chamber or uptown organizations. Pearson made 

a motion to approve the policy with the change to have the Arts and Cultural Committee take 

the lead with the requirement to consultant with the ARB Board; Council Member Lawson 

seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  
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Public Hearing - Community Development Director Keith Holland presented a PowerPoint 

explaining the need for an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance related to building height 

restrictions and handicapped parking space requirements.  Mayor Jones opened the Public 

Hearing.  No one approached the podium, so the public hearing was closed.  Council Member 

Lawson made a motion to approve the amendment, Rawls seconded the motion with all Members 

in favor. The second reading will be added to the next agenda. 
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Set a public hearing date for the proposed FY2025 City budget - City Manager Aretha Ferrell-

Benavides explained the need for two public hearings to comply with state law. Those 

recommended dates would be May 9, along with the first reading on May 16, with final adoption. 

Vice Mayor Rawls made a motion to schedule the first public hearing for May 9. Council Member 

Lawson seconded the motion, and all Council Members voted in favor.   

 Take any action necessary because of the Executive Session - Mayor Jones explained that 

he, Council Member Mitchell and City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides all participated in 

mediation regarding former City Attorney Eric Monday’s settlement.  Mitchell read a statement 

explaining that a settlement of $110,000 would be in the best interest of the community 

regarding the Monday case. Mitchell made a motion to approve the settlement agreement, Vice 

Mayor Rawls seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  

MiNET Director Mike Scaffidi and Public Works/Refuse/Street Maintenance Director Greg 

Maggard carried out the budget presentations that were not presented in the Work session.  

Communications from Visitors / Business from the Floor – Michael Green 402 Oakdale 

Street and a member of the ARB said that the website documents are incomplete. The Virginia 

Department of Historical Resources, 2022 boundary adjustment to the historical district update 

dated December 2022 should be available on the city website and says this may be something 

that needs to be addressed with the zoning department. Vice Mayor Rawls recommended a joint 

meeting with Council and the ARB in June/July. Murals in historical districts must go in front 

of the ARB for approval. Green explained that they are down two board members on the ARB 

and asked Council to consider the knowledge of applicants before appointing them to the board. 

Police Chief Rob Fincher shared that Saturday April 27 would be drug takeback at the Fire 

Department from 10:00am-2:00pm; this is a drive thru event and any unwanted, unused, 

outdated drugs can be disposed of. Please do not flush dispose of drugs down the drain.  

Public Information Officer Kendall Davis shared details on the Get Fit Celebration for 

Saturday at 10:00 at Martinsville High School. Meal prep classes will be available to the 

community on May 7 at NCI at 6:00pm. On May 4, there will be a Cinco de Mayo event at Broad 

Street parking lot with food music drinks, and cultural activities.  

Comments by Members of City Council – Council Member Mitchel saw Police Chief Fincher 

on bike patrol on the West End Friday and said it’s good to see him out in the community. 

Council Member Pearson shared details about the farmers market on Saturday April 27 from 

730am-12:00noon and recommended residents get there early. Pearson is a member of the 

Martinsville Garden Club; for the Virginia Historic Week, there will be a garden tour tomorrow 

1030am-430pm. Council Member Lawson also shared details about the drug takeback day and 

the farmer’s market. Thursday is Kawanis Pancake Day. Lawson shared information about 

Refuse Temple Church’s clothing giveaway on Saturday from 8:00am–12:00noon. Mayor Jones 

thanked those for attending and thanked City staff for their work on the budget.  
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Comments from City Manager – City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides thanked the Finance 

Department and Department Directors for their hard work on the budget. On May 2, there will 

be a community budget briefing; more information will be available soon. A copy of the budget 

will be available on the city website.  

Adjournment – Council Member Lawson made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 900pm 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts, Clerk of Council    LC Jones, Mayor 

 

   


