
May 9, 2024 Budget Workshop 
 

A Budget Workshop was held at 5:00 pm on May 9, 2024, in Room 208, Conference Room, 

Municipal Building.  Vice Mayor Rawls, Council Member Lawson, Council Member Pearson, 

Council Member Mitchell, City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, Chief Operating Officer Edena 

Reese-Atmore, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, Public Information Officer Kendall Davis, 

Finance Director Mandy McGhee, Assistant Finance Director Crystal Ferguson, PIO Kendall 

Davis and Deputy Police Chief Chad Rhoads were in attendance. Mayor Jones was not in 

attendance. 

City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides explained the need to redirect the City Meals Tax 

Revenue to the General Fund. 

Staff discussed the proposed budget. The City School staff was in attendance also to discuss 

the school budget.  

The regular session started at 7:15pm. Vice Mayor Rawls asked for prayers for Mayor Jones 

and his family.  

Council Member Lawson led the pledge of allegiance and offered the invocation. 

Consider approval of the Resolution to direct the City Meals Tax Revenue to the General 

Fund – City Manager Ferrall-Benavides explained the need to move the meals tax revenue.  

Council Member Pearson made a motion to approve the resolution; Council Member Lawson 

seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 
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Conduct a public hearing on the City’s FY24-25 City Budget and consider approval of 

Budget Ordinance 2024-U-1 on first reading – City Manager Ferrell-Benavides briefly explained 

the budget process and summary of agenda funds. Vice Mayor Rawls pointed out the change in 

fund balance and capital. This budget includes a 5% increase in electric rates effective July 1. 

There is a rate increase for larger water users. There is a new storm water fund also.  Council 

Member Mitchell made the motion to open the public hearing; Council Member Pearson 

seconded the motion.  Rawls opened the public hearing.  No one approached the podium, so the 

public hearing was closed.  
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Council Member Lawson made a motion to approve the budget ordinance on first reading; 

Council Member Mitchell seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  

Adjournment – Council Member Lawson made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:25pm 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts, Clerk of Council    Vice Mayor Aaron Rawls 

 

   


