
June 14, 2024 Budget Workshop 
 

A Work Session was held at 12:00 pm on June 14, 2024, in Room 208, Conference Room, 

Municipal Building.  Mayor Jones, Vice Mayor Rawls, Council Member Lawson, Council Member 

Pearson, Council Member Mitchell, City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, Chief Operating 

Officer Edena Reese-Atmore, Public Information Officer Kendall Davis, Community Development 

Director Keith Holland, and MiNET Director Mike Scaffidi were in attendance.  

City staff liaison to present their board and recommendations including establishment by 

state law or charter, number and consistency of membership, and recommended number of 

board members 
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Consent Agenda Items: 

Approval of Special Use Permit for 1048 Independence Drive – Community Director Keith 

Holland presented a PowerPoint and an explanation for the need of the SUP. 
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Arts & Cultural Committee membership requirements – Community Development Director 

Keith Holland explained the membership requirements and presented a PowerPoint.  

 

Budget Amendment – Staff discussed amendments to the previously approved budget as 

requested by Council.  

MiNET Quarterly Update – Director Mike Scaffidi provided an update on MiNET services.  
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Mayor Jones advised Council would go into Closed Session beginning at 1:30 PM.  In 

accordance with the Code of Virginia, Title 2.2 Chapter 37, Freedom of Information Act and upon 

a motion by Council Member Lawson and seconded by Council Member Pearson with the 

following 5-0 recorded vote:  Vice Mayor Rawls, aye; Council Member Pearson, aye; Mayor Jones, 

aye; Council Member Lawrence Mitchell, aye; and Council Member Lawson, aye.  Council 

convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) 2.2-3711.A.1: Discussion, 
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consideration, or interviews of prospective candidates for employment; assignment, 

appointment, promotion, performance, demotion, salaries, disciplining, or resignation of specific 

public officers, appointees, or employees of any public body, concerning Board and Commission 

interviews and a meeting with staff members, (B) 2.2-3711.A.3: Discussion or consideration of 

the acquisition of real property for a public purpose or disposition of publicly held real property, 

where discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the bargaining position or 

negotiating strategy of the public body, concerning the BB&T project and (3) 2.2-3711.A.8: 

Consultation with legal counsel regarding specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal 

advice by such counsel, pertaining to the Henry County PSA lawsuit. 

At 4:00pm, Mayor Jones explained that closed session would be recessed until after regular 

session. Those in attendance for the regular session included Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, 

Public Works Director Greg Fincher and Police Chief Rob Fincher. 

The regular session started at 4:00pm. Council Member Pearson led the pledge of allegiance 

and offered the invocation. 

 Proclamations: Patrick and Henry Community College Softball National Champions – 

Council Member Lawson read the proclamation which was presented to coaches and players in 

attendance. Brian Henderson, Assistant VP Student Engagement and Athletic Director 

expressed his pride for the team and the coaches and thanked Council for their recognition.  
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Martinsville-Henry County Chamber of Commerce 65 Years Day – Mayor Jones read the  

proclamation which was presented to representatives of the Chamber in attendance who 

thanked Council for their support and recognition, stating that they look forward to a long-

standing relationship with the City.  

 

 Consent Agenda - Items Previously Discussed - Approval of Special Use Permit for 1048 

Independence Drive was discussed and was recommended for approval by the Planning 

Commission on April 17 and a Public Hearing held May 28.  Council Member Lawson made the 

motion to approve the Special Use Permit; Vice Mayor Rawls seconded the motion with all 

Council Members voting in favor.  

Board Appointments – Council Member Lawson made a motion to appoint the following 

Board members:  ARB - Jess Jarrett and Jonathan Martin for terms ending 6/14/27, 

Pittsylvania County Community Action - Lydia Martin for a term ending 6/14/27, P&HCC Board 

– Pamela Allen for a term ending 6/14/28, Dan River ASAP - Steve Draper for a term ending 

6/14/27, Children’s Service Act - Cindy Frank for a term ending 6/14/26 (Private Provider) and 

Billie White  for a term ending 6/14/26, Planning Commission - Mack Evans and  Deshanta 

Hariston for terms ending 6/14/28, Arts and Cultural Committee - Tracie Heavener, Shane 

Pinkston, and Karen Despot, Kathleen McEvoy and Jessica Dillon for a term ending 6/14/27.  
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Vice Mayor Rawls seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor. Future 

interviews are still scheduled for other applicants and boards 

 Public Hearing - Accept names for upcoming School Board vacancies: Mayor Jones opened 

the public hearing to accept names for the School Board vacancies. Vice Mayor Rawls 

announced Yvonne Gibbons and Michael Kirby’s interest in being considered.  Council Member 

Lawson read Tony Jones’ name, and Mayor Jones read Kathy Carter’s name to be considered 

for the school board vacancies.  No one else approached the podium so the public hearing was 

closed. Interviews with Council will be held on June 25. 

Business from the Floor: no one approached the podium 

Council Comments: Council Member Mitchell shared that it is almost time for those 

interested in running for Council to apply for 3 vacancies on City Council and he encourages 

everyone to vote.  The Port of Baltimore was previously closed, and repairs were expected to take 

years, but it was reopened in only 11 weeks; that is teamwork and cooperation. Council Member 

Lawson stated that today is Flag Day, and the flags will be displayed Uptown. Wednesday is 

Juneteenth and the flags will be out again. There is a Mustangs game tonight and next week on 

Monday, Thursday and Saturday. Saturday is Lou Whitaker Night, and he will be present. July 

4 is on a Thursday; Lawson recommended employes be given Friday as an additional day off. 

Aretha said there will be a skeleton crew that day anyway.  Vice Mayor Rawls made a motion to 

give city employees Friday, July 5 off as part of the July 4 holiday; Council Member Pearson 

seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor. Council Member Pearson 

thanked everyone for attending. City Council members spent a lot of time today on boards and 

commissions; at one time they were “pulling teeth” to get residents to serve on a board. Thank 

you to those who have already applied, and she encouraged residents to apply and volunteer.  

Vice Mayor Rawls shared that the deadline for paperwork for the City Council candidacy is 

Tuesday at 7:00pm. We need professionals to step up.  It’s a remarkable job getting people 

interested in coming to Martinsville. There are areas in the city that seem stuck and there are 

concerns that the city is not moving forward; Rawls assures residents that their concerns are 

being heard and addressed, but solutions can take time. Rawls praised PIO Kendall Davis for 

connecting Martinsville with city residents. Mayor Jones thanked those for attending today’s 

meeting on a Friday.  

City Manager Ferrell-Benavides is looking at the July schedule and asked Council if the 

July 9 Council meeting could be moved to July 16 to allow for 2 meetings that month. Ferrell-

Benavides recommended making it a full-day work session starting at noon with action items 

for July 23. She thanked the staff for stepping up while she was on vacation with her family. 

The Juneteenth event is Saturday with activities from 11:00 am-6:00 pm and she encouraged 

residents to attend. Also, with the high temperatures, please check on seniors and neighbors 

and drink lots of water and keep an eye on your animals 
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At 4:35pm Council Member Lawson made a motion to return to Closed Session; Vice Mayor 

Rawls seconded the motion.  

At the end of Closed session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) only public 

business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed 

Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the Closed 

Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the meeting.  A motion was made by 

Council Member Lawson; seconded by Council Member Pearson with the following 5-0 recorded 

vote in favor to return to Open Session: Vice Mayor Rawls, aye; Council Member Mitchell, aye; 

Council Member Pearson, aye; Council Member Lawson, aye; and Mayor Jones, aye.   

Adjournment – Council Member Lawson made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:30pm. 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts, Clerk of Council    Mayor Jones 

 

   


