
AMENDED AGENDA -- CITY COUNCIL &

MARTINSVILLE REDEVELOPMENT HOUSING AUTHORITY

CITY OF MARTINSVILLE, VIRGINIA COUNCIL

3:00 pm Joint IDA & City Council

4:00 pm Council Executive Session

5:00 pm City Council Work Session & Briefing

7:00 pm Regular Session

Tuesday, August 27, 2024

3:00 pm - Industrial Development Authority (IDA) & City Council

(Joint Executive Session)

Gardner Board Room, New College Institute

191 Fayette St

Discuss Agenda Items

A. 2.2-3711(A)3. Discussion or consideration of the acquisition of real property for a

public purpose, or of the disposition of publicly held real property, where

discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the bargaining position or

negotiating strategy of the public body.

B. 2.2-3711(A) 5. Discussion concerning a prospective business or industry or the

expansion of an existing business or industry where no previous announcement

has been made of the business' or industry's interest in locating or expanding its

facilities in the community.

C. 2.2-3711(A) 6. Discussion or consideration of the investment of public funds

where competition or bargaining is involved, where, if made public initially, the

financial interest of the governmental unit would be adversely affected.

4:00 pm - Council Executive Session

Gardner Board Room, New College Institute

191 Fayette St

Discuss Agenda Items

A. 2.2-3711(A)1. Discussion, consideration, or interviews of prospective candidates

for employment; assignment, appointment, promotion, performance, demotion,

salaries, disciplining, or resignation of specific public officers, appointees, or

employees of any public body

B. Appointment to Boards and Commissions, as authorized by Subsection 1.
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5:00 pm - Work Session & Briefing

City Hall Conference Room

1. Discuss Consent Agenda Items

A. Consider setting a Public Hearing for Council’s September 10th meeting

for the purpose of receiving names of citizens interested in appointments

to fill the vacancy with a term that expires June 2026

B. Consider setting a Public Hearing for Council’s September 24th meeting

for the purpose of hearing the zoning variance request

C. Consider Approval of Minutes:

a. 02/27/24, 03/14/24, 03/20/24, 03/26/24, 04/08/24

D. Consider Approval of Special Events Policy

E. Consider Approval of Capital Budget and Fleet Replacement Program

2. Briefings and Presentations

A. Discuss Refuse Code Ordinance

B. Discuss Fayette Street Parking

C. Discuss Formation of Youth Advisory Committee

D. Presentations from Financial Advisors at Davenport
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7:00 pm - Regular Session

City Council Chambers

1. Call to Order

2. Pledge to the American Flag

3. Invocation

4. Proclamations and Presentations

5. Take any action necessary as a result of the Executive Session.

A. Resolution of Martinsville City Council Approving and Consenting to 1 Ellsworth

Project Loan and Related Transactions Martinsville Redevelopment And Housing

Authority

B. Resolution of the City of Martinsville Redevelopment and Housing Authority

Approving 1 Ellsworth Project Loan Documents and Authorizing Related Action

6. Consent Agenda

A. Consider setting a Public Hearing for Council’s September 10th meeting for the

purpose of receiving names of citizens interested in appointments for one 3-year

term ending September 30, 2027, on the Martinsville City School Board

B. Consider setting a Public Hearing for Council’s September 24th meeting for the

purpose of hearing zoning variance request

C. Consider Approval of Minutes:

a. 02/27/24, 03/14/24, 03/20/24, 03/26/24, 04/08/24

D. Discuss and Consider Special Events Policy

E. Discuss and Consider Capital Budget and Fleet Replacement Program

6. Regular Agenda or New Business

A. Discuss and Consider VDOT State of Good Repair Grant Fund

B. Discuss Police Demographic Update

C. Ordinance to Change the Name from Industrial Development Authority to the

Economic Development Authority – 1st Reading



AMENDED AGENDA -- CITY COUNCIL &

MARTINSVILLE REDEVELOPMENT HOUSING AUTHORITY

CITY OF MARTINSVILLE, VIRGINIA COUNCIL

8. Communications from Visitors / Business from the Floor

The public comment portion of the Council meeting provides citizens with the

opportunity to discuss matters relevant to the operation of the City, which are not

listed on the printed agenda. Citizens who wish to participate in a meeting’s public

comment period may do so by emailing their comments to Peyton Nibblett, Deputy

Clerk of Council, at pnibblett@martinsvilleva.gov, calling in their comments to

276-403-5182, faxing comments to 276-403-5280, or mailing comments to the City of

Martinsville, attn.: Peyton Nibblett, P.O. Box 1112, Martinsville, VA 24114. Comments

must be received by 12:00 noon on August 12, 2024. Citizens may also request to

speak at the Council meeting in the same manner. Comments, or a request to speak,

must be received by noon the day before a Council meeting for consideration by the

Council at the meeting. Any person submitting comments or requesting to speak must

identify themselves by name and address, including zip code, limit their remarks to 3

minutes or less (as read aloud), address a topic of City business, and refrain from

making any personal references or accusations of a factually false and/or malicious

nature. Priority for comments is given to City residents, taxpayers, and business

owners. Speakers may not yield time. Groups of speakers on the same topic must

designate a single representative. Comments violating these rule may not be presented

at the Council meeting. Any speaker violating these rules may be removed from the

podium or from the Council chamber. This policy does not apply to public hearings, at

which any citizen of Martinsville may appear and speak on the subject of the public

hearing.

9. Comments by Members of City Council

10. Communications

A. City Manager

B. City Attorney

11. Adjournment



STAFF 
REPORT

1

MEETING DATE: 8/27/24

AGENDA TITLE:

meeting, for the purpose of receiving names of citizens 
interested in appointments for one 3-year term ending 
September 30, 2027 on the Martinsville City School Board.

STAFF RESPONSIBLE: Aretha R Ferrell-Benavides

STAFF TITLE: City Manager

BACKGROUND/HISTORY

POLICY EXPLANATION

FISCAL IMPACT/FUNDING SOURCE

AVAILABLE BUDGET:  PURCHASE AMOUNT:  

ACTION REQUESTED/ALTERNATIVES:

1. Approve Agenda Item
2. Do Not Approve Agenda Item
3. Other Action as Directed by City Council



STAFF 
REPORT

1

MEETING DATE: 8/27/2024

AGENDA TITLE: nd meeting for 
the purpose of hearing zoning variance request. 

STAFF RESPONSIBLE: 

STAFF TITLE: 

BACKGROUND/HISTORY

POLICY EXPLANATION

FISCAL IMPACT/FUNDING SOURCE

AVAILABLE BUDGET:  PURCHASE AMOUNT:  

ACTION REQUESTED/ALTERNATIVES:

1. Approve Agenda Item
2. Do Not Approve Agenda Item
3. Other Action as Directed by City Council



STAFF 
REPORT

1

MEETINGS: August 18, 2024

TITLE: Minutes

STAFF RESPONSIBLE Clerk of Council

BACKGROUND/HISTORY

N/A

POLICY EXPLANATION

Minutes from Council meetings must be approved by Council Members before they are posted to the 
website and added to the minute book.

FISCAL IMPACT/FUNDING SOURCE

No fiscal impact is associated with this action

AVAILABLE BUDGET:  No budget affected PURCHASE AMOUNT:  N/A

ACTION REQUESTED/ALTERNATIVES:

1. Review/Revise Minutes from 2/27/24, 3/14/24, 3/20/24, 3/26/24, and 4/08/24
2. Consider approval of Minutes



STAFF 
REPORT

2

ACTION REQUESTED/ALTERNATIVES:

1. Approve the Concept 
2. Do not Approve Concept
3. Other Action as Directed by Council



February 27, 2024 Council Meeting
A Work Session and Briefing was held at 5:00 pm in room 208, Martinsville City Municipal 

Building on February 27, 2024.  Mayor Jones, Vice Mayor Rawls, Council Member Lawson, 

Council Member Pearson, Council Member Mitchell, City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, 

Chief Operating Officer Edena Reese-Atmore, Finance Director Mandy McGhee, Assistant 

Finance Director Crystal Ferguson, Community Development Director Keith Holland, Public 

Information Officer Kendall Davis, and Police Chief Rob Fincher 

Police Chief Rob Fincher presented a Quarterly Update PowerPoint. 
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The Fire Department Quarterly Update was rescheduled for the next meeting.  

Regular Session began at 7:00pm in the Council Chambers 

Call to Order  Mayor Jones welcomed everyone to the meeting, pointing out that agendas 

 

Pledge to the American Flag an Invocation by Council Member Kathy Lawson.   

Proclamations and Presentations  Council Member Lawson read the proclamation which 

was presented to Barry Nelson, 2024 TIME Dealer of the Year for Virginia.  
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Consent Agenda  Mayor Jones shared the items listed under the Consent Agenda including 

State Grant Appropriation, Virginia Department of Transportation Commitment and Signatory 

Resolution, Consideration of Amendments to Nuisance Code Ordinance and the Budget 

Calendar.  Council Member Lawson made a motion to approve all consent agenda items; 

seconded the motion.  Vice Mayor Rawls said the work session was over the 

allotted 

Ordinance.  Council agreed to move the ordinance discussion forward to the 

Regular Agenda/New Business section of the agenda.  City Manager Ferrell-Benavides 

confirmed that Council would be voting to approve the State Grant Appropriation, the 

Transportation Commitment and Signatory Resolution, and Budget Calendar only.  All 

Council Members voted in favor.  

Public Hearing  Community Development Director Keith Holland explained the need for the 

public hearing to receive citizen input on the consideration of the Ordinance to Amend and 

Restate the Establishment of the Martinsville Land Bank Authority.  Approval of the ordinance 

is urgent.  Holland provided a PowerPoint to better explain the need for changes. Mayor Jones 

opened the public hearing.  John Stiltner with Landmark Asset spoke and offered to answer any 

questions Council may have. City Manager Ferrell-Benavides pointed out that City Council could 

no longer serve as the Land Bank Authority.  Council Member Lawson made a motion to adopt 
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the ordinance to amend and restate the establishment of the Martinsville Land Bank Authority. 

Council Member Mitchell seconded the motion.  Council Member Pearson asked how the new 

board was selected.  Ferrell-Benavides explained that they looked at existing individuals; 

because this is a state-established board, we needed to get the transfer, and they looked at 

individuals who 

there are several areas of conflict of interest that will exist. This board will allow internal 

employees to serve. Our goal is not long range, but we needed to move expeditiously because of 

the ongoing projects.  Roll Call vote 5-0 in favor of approving the ordinance:  Mitchell, aye; 

Lawson, aye; Rawls, aye; Pearson, aye; and Jones, aye. 

 

Regular agenda or New business:   MRHA Resolution for Donation Option Agreement for 

Aaron Mills Senior Housing Project - Council Member Lawson made a motion to recess as City 

Council and convene as the Martinsville Redevelopment Housing Authority.  Vice Mayor Rawls 

seconded the motion, with all Council Members voting in favor.  Community Development 

Director Keith Holland explained the purpose of the resolution.  The MRHA would need to 

approve the resolution for the Property Donation Option Agreement and authorize a letter of 

commitment for $500,000 in ARPA funds as a low-interest 3% loan to support the project. 

Holland requests MRHA authorize the transfer of the property to MidAtlantic Foundation, a 

North Carolina non-profit that, in turn, would donate the property back to Aaron Street Lofts as 

a capital contribution with all actions effective upon transfer of the property from the 

Martinsville Land Bank Authority to the MHRA. Housing Authority Member Lawson made the 

motion to approve the resolution; Housing Authority Member Pearson seconded the motion. 

Housing Authority Vice Chair Rawls questioned the transfer from a nonprofit to a for-profit for 
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business purposes, has shut down some civic duties, and asked for more explanation. John 

Stiltner with Landmark Asset explained the process and the need for the transfer, and the 

of 

approving the resolution.  Housing Authority Member Lawson made the motion to adjourn as 

MRHA and reconvene as City Council; Housing Authority Vice Chair Rawls seconded the motion 

with all Council Members voting in favor.   

Extension of Sales Agreement with Kayak Hotel Group - Community Development Director 

Keith Holland explained the need for an extension of the sales agreement with Kayak Hotel 

Group.  Due to delays in submission of the required Erosion and Sediment Control Plan to the 

Virginia Department of Environmental Quality, Kayak Hotel Group is requesting an extension 

of the contract for sales agreement dated December 1, 2023.  They request an extension of the 

due diligence period for 90 days to May 28, 2024. The amendment of the agreement must also 

be approved by the Martinsville Industrial Development Authority.  No adverse impacts are 

anticipated by this extension request.  Vice Mayor Rawls made a motion to adopt the resolution 

related to the extension; Council Member Lawson seconded the motion with all Council Members 

voting in favor.  

ARPA Funding Update  City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides and Finance Director Mandy 

McGhee provided a PowerPoint on the ARPA funding.  Vice Mayor Rawls made a motion to adopt 

the updated ARPA project list with the clarification that the Council retains the initial amount 

approved for community branding and marketing, at least until they can discuss it further in a 

work session.  Council Member Lawson seconded the motion, with all Council Members voting 

in favor. Mayor Jones would like to take the ARPA list home to review and then reconvene 

another day.  Vice Mayor Rawls made a motion to accept the ARPA expenses as presented for 

Inspections, The Berkley Group expense. MiNET, the jail roof, the water generator for the pump 

house, and the updated asset plan for the water/sewer department.  Lawson seconded the 

motion and questioned if the bus stop should be added. Mayor Jones would like to add the 

Youth Employment program and asked if the chiller is an immediate need.  Council Member 

Pearson questioned the status of the Fire Department roof. Ferrell-Benavides said there is still 

time to make additional approvals for items not quite as urgent.  Rawls requested that the 

Council approve the water/sewer plant roof, which should have been in last year's capital, so it 

needs to be done.  Lawson confirmed that Council would be approving Inspections, The Berkley 

Group, MiNET, the Jail roof, asset management updates, the water/sewer plant roof, the Youth 

Employment program, and the water generator for the pump house. All Council Members 

approved the motion.  

Consideration of amendments to the Nuisance Code Ordinance  Community Development 

Director Keith Holland briefly explained the need for amendments to the ordinance.   
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Communications from Visitors / Business from the Floor  Noone approached the podium.  

Comments by Members of City Council  Council Member Mitchell attended two events this 

month celebrating Black History Month and for the first time, showed 
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up  to recognize black history.  Council Member Pearson thanked PIO Kendall Davis for his work 

putting together the Expo this past weekend, and she looks forward to working on additional 

events in the City going forward. Pearson encourages residents to contact Council Members with 

input. Fast Track is March 6 at the Clock Tower in Martinsville with over 125 businesses 

exhibiting. Pearson informed residents of the Visit Martinsville App and encouraged them to 

download it. Council Member Lawson thanked staff, 

BHM event. The next Hazardous Waste Day is April 13, 2024, at the Bassett PSA warehouse. 

Vice Mayor Rawls shared details on potential energy and electric funding through the state with 

an explanation of how the City purchases power. Mayor Jones thanked residents for attending 

the meeting and thanked volunteers for assisting with this past weekend's event. Jones invited 

Pastor Caleb Robinson to offer the invocation at the end of the meeting.  

City Manager Ferrell-Benavides thanked the children who volunteered for the BHM event. 

Martinsville is a member of the National League of Cities, and she hopes that the Council will 

continue to participate in this organization as they continue to move the City forward. Aretha 

and the Mayor will be attending a meeting on March 11, so the March 12 meeting will be moved 

to March 19. Aretha mentioned Fast Tract on March 5 and 6, 2024. There will be a Council 

Retreat soon to discuss the vision for the city.  

Monthly Financial Update  Finance Director Mandy McGhee presented the Financial 

Update.  

Pastor Robinson offered a closing invocation.  

Adjournment  Council Member Lawson made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 pm. 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts, Clerk of Council    LC Jones, Mayor 

 

   

 



March 26, 2024 Council Meeting
A Work Session was held at 5:00 pm on March 26, 2024, in Room 208, Conference Room, 

Municipal Building.  Mayor Jones, Council Member Lawson, Council Member Pearson, Council 

Member Mitchell, City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, Deputy Clerk of Council Richard 

Phipps, Chief Operating Officer Edena Reese-Atmore, Human Resource Director Travis Hodge, 

Public Information Officer Kendall Davis, Public Works Director Greg Maggard, and Water 

Resources Director Mandy Muse were in attendance.   

The four Council Members in attendance voted to adopt a policy for remote attendance for 

meetings: The City Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia as a Virginia local public body 

and governing body desires to adopt a policy, as permitted by Virginia Code §2.2-3708.3, to 

afford a member thereof the opportunity to participate remotely in a Council meeting when such 

a member may be unable to attend the meeting thereof due to: (1) a temporary or permanent 

disability or other medical condition of a member, (2) a medical condition of a family member of 

residence is more than sixty (60) miles from the meeting location identified in the required notice 

for such meeting or (4) a personal matter that is identified with specificity, allowing Vice Mayor 

Rawls to participate by TEAMs. 

Discussion was held regarding the reallocation of capital funds for a pressure washer for 

public works. 

Briefings: Just Call Granny gave a brief presentation on the services offered.  

 

Josh Blubaugh discussed the new Vision and Mission Statements.  
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Public Works Director Greg Maggard provided a PowerPoint and update on the Public 

Works department  



March 26, 2024 Council Meeting

 

Mandy Muse provided a PowerPoint and update on Water Resources. 
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City Council Executive Session began at 6:00 PM.  In accordance with the Code of Virginia, 

Title 2.2 Chapter 37, Freedom of Information Act to discuss the following: (A) 2.2-3711.A.1: 

Discussion, consideration, or interview of prospective candidates for employment, assignment, 

appointment, promotion, performance, demotion, salaries, disciplining, or resignation of specific 

public officers, appointees, or employees of any public body, concerning Boards and 

Commissions update and Appointments/Re-Appointments, (B) 2.2-3711.A.3: Discussion or 

consideration of the acquisition of real property for a public purpose or disposition of publicly 

held real property, where discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the bargaining 

position or negotiating strategy of the public body, concerning 

, and (C) 2.2-3711A.7: Consultation with legal counsel and 

briefings by staff members or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, where 

posture concerning Henry County PSA. At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning 

member of Council certified that (1) only public business matters exempt from open meeting 

requirements were discussed in said Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters 

identified in the motion convening the Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered 

during the meeting.  A motion was made by Council Member Lawson; seconded by Council 

Member Pearson with the following 5-0 recorded vote in favor to return to Open Session: Council 

Member Lawson, aye; Mayor Jones, aye; Council Member Mitchell, aye; Vice Mayor Rawls, aye; 

and Council Member Pearson, aye.  No action was taken out of Closed Session.  
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Regular Session began at 7:00 PM with additional attendees including Clerk of Council 

Karen Roberts, Finance Director Mandy McGhee, Assistant Finance Director Crystal Ferguson, 

and Police Chief Rob Fincher.  

Call to Order  Mayor Jones welcomed everyone to the meeting, pointing out that agendas 

 

Pledge to the American Flag by Council Member Pearson. Invocation by Council Member 

Lawson 

Proclamations and Presentations  Council Member Lawson read the Proclamation honoring 

Marie Smith Craig who was turning 100 years young. The proclamation will be mailed to Ms. 

Craig and her family. 

 

Council Member Pearson provided background, sharing that she is a member of the Garden 

Club. Being a Bee City is important as bees are essential to our food supply, but many species 

of bees are becoming extinct. Pearson read the Proclamation recognizing April 2024 as Bee City 

Month. 
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Consent Agenda  City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides shared that the Boards and 

Commissions were discussed, but no action will be taken on that tonight. Ferrell-Benavides 

detailed the reallocation request, the National Fitness Campaign grant, and the amended lease 

agreement for the Lawson made a motion to 

approve the consent agenda items; Mitchell seconded the motion with all Council voting in favor.  

Regular Agenda or new business: Health Benefits Update  Human Resources Director 

health benefits for the fiscal year 2024/25. Council Member Lawson asked if the school 

employees would be front-loaded as usual or if they would be paid out in lump sums.  Hodge 

explained that the City had a larger turnover of staff than the schools. Mayor Jones explained 

that the school employees are under an employment contract. 

Communications from Visitors / Business from the Floor  No one approached the podium. 

Comments by Members of City Council  Council Member Mitchell said their hearts go out 

everyone a Happy Easter. The spring race is April 5, 6 and 7; the race is a valuable economic 

resource. Council Member Lawson shared details about Hazardous Waste Day on April 16. 
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Information about allowed items will be listed online. March 29 the flags will be out Uptown for 

National Vietnam War Veteran Day. May 2 is National Day of Prayer and there is a community 

event that day.  Grant opportunities are available for small businesses; that information will be 

added to the city website. ace weekend so please welcome visitors to the community; 

Martinsville is known for its hospitality.  Lawson requested Richard Phipps, the new Deputy 

Clerk of Council be introduced.  Mayor Jones asked PIO Kendall Davis to speak; Kendall will be 

putting out a casting call for a 30-day fitness challenge and the entire community is invited to 

participate. The casting call is for a Martinsville edition of Biggest Loser that will include trainers 

from local gyms and prizes.  Events will be held weekly until the end of the competition to include 

biking, meal prep and to educate the public on a healthier lifestyle. June 1 will be a major 

celebration to end the initiative and will include competitions. Mayor Jones reiterated their 

prayers are with the people in Baltimore and a reminder that Martinsville could at any time face 

a big catastrophe. Jones asked Council for approval to give City employees Friday off for Easter.  

Council Member Lawson made a motion to give city employees the day off on Friday, Council 

Member Pearson seconded the motion with all Members voting in favor.   

City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides explained that Karen Roberts, Clerk of Council has 

served as Clerk for many years, the City Charter has allowed the City Manager to become the 

Clerk of Council, so she has hired Deputy Clerk Richard Phipps who is in training; Ferrell-

Benavides shared some of experience and background including parks and recreation.   

Police Chief Rob Fincher warned residents about an increase in fraud cases in Martinsville 

recently and how to protect themselves. Ferrell-Benavides encouraged Council and citizens to 

the actual person sending the emailing. City employees 

have been trained in recognizing fraud. 

 

Monthly Financial Update  Finance Director Mandy McGhee provided an overview of the 
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Monthly Financial Report. City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides said its budget season and 

they are working to put together the FY24-25 budget. McGhee and her team are working to 

incorporate budget information in a more user-friendly document.  
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Adjournment  Council Member Lawson made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 

7:45pm. 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts, Clerk of Council    LC Jones, Mayor 

 

   



March 20, 2024 Council Meeting
A Work Session and Briefing to discuss Consent Agenda Items and Quarterly Updates was 

held at 5:00 pm on March 20, 2024, in Room 208 Conference Room, Municipal Building.  Mayor 

Jones, Vice Mayor Rawls, Council Member Lawson, Council Member Pearson, Council Member 

Mitchell, City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, Chief Operating Officer Edena Reese-Atmore, 

Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, Finance Director Mandy McGhee, Assistant Finance Director 

Crystal Ferguson, Public Information Officer Kendall Davis, Fire Chief Dan Howell, Utilities 

Director Durwin Joyce, and Police Chief Rob Fincher were in attendance. 

Discussion was held regarding the City Attorney Executive Search Services being offered by 

The Berkley Group. 

 

Fire Chief Dan Howell presented a PowerPoint presentation with updates on the Fire 

Department.  
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Utilities Director Durwin Joyce presented a PowerPoint presentation with updates on the 

Electric Department.  
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City Council Executive Session began at 6:00 PM.  In accordance with the Code of Virginia, 

Title 2.2 Chapter 37, Freedom of Information Act to discuss the following: (A) 2.2-3711.A.3: 

Discussion or consideration of the acquisition of real property for a public purpose or disposition 

of publicly held real property, where discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the 

bargaining position or negotiating strategy of the public body, concerning amending the former 

BB&T Building contract. At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of Council 

certified that (1) only public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were 

discussed in said Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion 

convening the Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the meeting.  A 

motion was made by Council Member Lawson; seconded by Council Member Pearson with the 

following 5-0 recorded vote in favor to return to Open Session: Rawls, aye; Lawson, aye; Jones, 

aye; Mitchell, aye; and Pearson, aye.   

Council Member Lawson made a motion to recess as City Council and convene as the 

Martinsville Redevelopment and Housing Authority. Vice Mayor Rawls seconded the motion with 
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all Council Members voting in favor. Housing Authority Member Lawson made a motion to 

approve a Resolution approving the addendum to the amended contract of sale for JRS Realty 

Partners, LLC.  Housing Authority Member Pearson seconded the motion with the following roll 

call vote:  Housing Authority Member Mitchell, aye; Housing Authority Member Pearson, aye; 

Housing Authority Chair Jones, aye; Housing Authority Vice Chair Rawls, aye; and Housing 

Authority Lawson, aye.  Lawson made a motion to adjourn as the Housing Authority and 

reconvene as City Council. Pearson seconded the motion with all voting in favor.  

 

Call to Order  Mayor Jones welcomed everyone to the meeting, pointing out that agendas 

 

Pledge to the American Flag  Council Member Kathy Lawson led the pledge to the flag; 

Shasta Carmichael offered invocation.  

Proclamations and Presentations  Council Member Pearson read the Proclamation for 

National Library Week and presented it to Margaret Cardwell of the Blue Ridge Regional Library. 

Cardwell invited the public to visit one of the five regional libraries and the bookmobile. Cardwell 

shared the importance of increased funding for the library with the next city budget.  



March 20, 2024 Council Meeting

 

Regular agenda or new business: Council Member Lawson made the motion to approve the 

Work Order for the City Attorney Executive Search; Council Member Pearson seconded the 

motion, and all Council Members voted in favor.  

Budget Workshop Initial Revenue Estimates  City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides spoke 

about the Budget Revenue outlook for 2024-25 and shared a PowerPoint detailing the budget 

calendar, revenue projection approach, budget outlook, challenges facing the economy, Dr. 

ations for organizations, an overview of the 

general fund revenue multi-year summary, and general fund budget  revenue.  

Communications from Visitors / Business from the Floor  Mike Scaffidi, representative of 

the local AMVETs and Retired Army and Vietnam Veteran Carl Wright, provided information on 

the services that AMVETS provides to the community.  AMVETs would like to inform the City 

Council of their desire to acquire the National Armory property to combine all local AMVETS 

branches in a single location and allow members to service veterans and their families in various 

ways. They have the support of other veteran organizations; the AMVETS is the top contributor 

to veterans in the state.  Wright said it's obvious that the City Council and the City Manager do 

not want AMVETS to have the armory for some reason.  Anthony Bryant, 716 Windsor Lane and 

Retired Sergeant of the Army, spoke, sharing that veterans are a different breed, and they serve 

a lifelong connection with fellow veterans. He found Post 35 and, after a single visit, signed up 
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as a lifetime member. Bryant asked if Council was aware of any services in Martinsville or Henry 

County that provided services to veterans before tonight. Only 5% of Veterans in the area are a 

member of AMVETS; they are lost and not getting the benefits they deserve, and most do not 

realize the services available. Bryant shared some of the services that the local veterans provide 

  Many of the local organizations do not have post 

homes and meet at other businesses l Funeral Home. With the support of the city 

and county, the armory could become a great asset to the AMVETS, local veterans, and their 

families. Doug Coates, Mt Olivette Road, was a solder and now a disabled vet.  He gave Council 

Members each a $1 bill; Council bought the armory for $1, and the veterans fought for their 

freedom with their blood. Coates asked Council to take a moment to consider that. Sam Phillips, 

Retired Army for 30 years. Thank you for allowing the AMVETS to speak. The armory is 

accessible to staff and for office spaces. Shawn O Leary, an AMVETS rider, shared that 22 

soldiers commit suicide on a daily average. Having a place for them to go and talk to others who 

have experienced what they have is vital in saving lives. David Niblett, 77 Warren Road, Bassett, 

a Navy veteran, said his wife worked in DC for the Veterans Administration, and she brought 

home stories of how veterans were treated; they have no place to go to talk and no services to 

receive treatments. The word needs to get out there about veteran suicides, and a place needs 

to be made available for those in need.  

Ural Harris, 217 Stuart Street, stated that Vice Mayor Rawls said the 5:00 meeting would 

be televised, but it was not; Harris asked that it be fixed for the next meeting.  

Mayor Jones thanked the veterans for attending and expressing their needs; it was 

educational and humbling for him, and he thanked them for sharing that information.  There is 

an outreach VA program to help communities put together assistance, trade programs, and job 

skills. Jones commits that if veterans are willing to work with him, the armory will be short-

sighted and serve its purpose, but he feels that the veterans deserve better, and he will search 

for a place even in the county to support those veterans. Continue to communicate with the 

council so that a plan can be put into place. 

Comments by Members of City Council  Council Member Mitchell thanked the veterans for 

attending. A year ago, Alberta Wilson was honored for her 100th birthday; she passed away last 

week, so Mitchell offered condolences to her family.  Council Member Pearson thanked the 

veterans for attending and sharing information; no words can express her gratitude for their 

service.  Council Member Lawson echoed the  words; she understands what the veterans 

have spoken about, and she looks forward to moving forward and working with AMVETS. 

Hazardous Waste Day is April 13 at the PSA warehouse in Bassett; this is a free service for 

Martinsville and Henry County citizens.  Vice Mayor Rawls let the veterans know that the armory 

includes a gym and 10 offices and needs a lot of work on the heating and air system. Rawls 

hopes to work with the county to identify locations that could be better for the AMVETS.  Mayor 

Jones shared details about a budget survey for residents to complete online regarding the budget 
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process and a big opportunity for citizens to get involved.  Police Chief Fincher is looking for new 

officers for the department and highlighted recruiting steps to find new officers from various 

backgrounds;  police officer is the best 

job he's ever had, and no experience is necessary to apply.  The Fire Department is hiring also.  

Communications  City Manager Ferrall-Benavides attended a play in Apex on the history 

of Apex and it spoke highly of Martinsville history through the Baldwin Family. The Mayor of 

Apex suggested a sister neighborhood relationship with Martinsville. Ferrell-Benavides thanked 

the veterans for attending; because there is a current RFP process, it is important that she works 

with the City A so 

important to work towards a solution.  

Adjournment  Council Member Mitchell made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:00pm 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts, Clerk of Council    LC Jones, Mayor 

 

   



April 8, 2024 Council Meeting
A Closed Session was held at 4:00 pm on April 8, 2024, in Room 208 Conference Room, 

Municipal Building.  Mayor Jones, Vice Mayor Rawls, Council Member Lawson, Council Member 

Pearson, Council Member Mitchell, City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, and Deputy Clerk of 

Council Richard Phipps were in attendance.   

In accordance with the Code of Virginia, Title 2.2 Chapter 37, Freedom of Information Act 

to discuss the following: (A) 2.2-3711A.7: Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff 

members or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, where consultation in an 

related to 

previous employee litigation.   

At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) 

only public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said 

Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the 

Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the meeting.   

No action was taken out of Closed Session 

Adjournment  Council Member Lawson made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:00pm 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts, Clerk of Council    LC Jones, Mayor 

 

   



March 14, 2024, Council Meeting
A Closed meeting of the City of Martinsville, Virginia's City Council, was held on March 14, 

2024, at 9:00 AM in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, with Mayor LC Jones presiding by 

the TEAMs link. Other Council Members participating included Kathy Lawson and Aaron Rawls. 

Tammy Pearson participated by the TEAMs link. Council Member Mitchell was not in 

attendance. Staff present included City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, Chief Operating 

Officer Edena Reese-Atmore, and Community Development Director Keith Holland.  

Vice Mayor Rawls called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed 

Session beginning at 9:00 AM.  In accordance with the Code of Virginia, Title 2.2 Chapter 37, 

Freedom of Information Act and upon a motion by Council Member Lawson and seconded by 

Vice Mayor Rawls with the following 4-0 recorded vote:  Council Member Pearson, aye; Mayor 

Jones, aye; Vice Mayor Rawls, aye; and Council Member Lawson, aye. Council convened in 

Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) Virginia Code Section 2.2-3711.A Discussion 

or consideration of the acquisition of real property for a public purpose or disposition of publicly 

held real property, where discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the bargaining 

position or negotiating strategy of the public body, concerning the former BB&T building located 

at One Ellsworth. 

There was no action taken out of the Closed session.  

There being no further business, Council Member Lawson moved to adjourn at 10:15 a.m. 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts, Clerk of Council    LC Jones, Mayor   



March 26, 2024 Council Meeting
A Work Session was held at 5:00 pm on March 26, 2024, in Room 208, Conference Room, 

Municipal Building.  Mayor Jones, Council Member Lawson, Council Member Pearson, Council 

Member Mitchell, City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, Deputy Clerk of Council Richard 

Phipps, Chief Operating Officer Edena Reese-Atmore, Human Resource Director Travis Hodge, 

Public Information Officer Kendall Davis, Public Works Director Greg Maggard, and Water 

Resources Director Mandy Muse were in attendance.   

The four Council Members in attendance voted to adopt a policy for remote attendance for 

meetings: The City Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia as a Virginia local public body 

and governing body desires to adopt a policy, as permitted by Virginia Code §2.2-3708.3, to 

afford a member thereof the opportunity to participate remotely in a Council meeting when such 

a member may be unable to attend the meeting thereof due to: (1) a temporary or permanent 

disability or other medical condition of a member, (2) a medical condition of a family member of 

residence is more than sixty (60) miles from the meeting location identified in the required notice 

for such meeting or (4) a personal matter that is identified with specificity, allowing Vice Mayor 

Rawls to participate by TEAMs. 

Discussion was held regarding the reallocation of capital funds for a pressure washer for 

public works. 

Briefings: Just Call Granny gave a brief presentation on the services offered.  

 

Josh Blubaugh discussed the new Vision and Mission Statements.  
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Public Works Director Greg Maggard provided a PowerPoint and update on the Public 

Works department  
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Mandy Muse provided a PowerPoint and update on Water Resources. 
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City Council Executive Session began at 6:00 PM.  In accordance with the Code of Virginia, 

Title 2.2 Chapter 37, Freedom of Information Act to discuss the following: (A) 2.2-3711.A.1: 

Discussion, consideration, or interview of prospective candidates for employment, assignment, 

appointment, promotion, performance, demotion, salaries, disciplining, or resignation of specific 

public officers, appointees, or employees of any public body, concerning Boards and 

Commissions update and Appointments/Re-Appointments, (B) 2.2-3711.A.3: Discussion or 

consideration of the acquisition of real property for a public purpose or disposition of publicly 

held real property, where discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the bargaining 

position or negotiating strategy of the public body, concerning 

, and (C) 2.2-3711A.7: Consultation with legal counsel and 

briefings by staff members or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, where 

posture concerning Henry County PSA. At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning 

member of Council certified that (1) only public business matters exempt from open meeting 

requirements were discussed in said Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters 

identified in the motion convening the Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered 

during the meeting.  A motion was made by Council Member Lawson; seconded by Council 

Member Pearson with the following 5-0 recorded vote in favor to return to Open Session: Council 

Member Lawson, aye; Mayor Jones, aye; Council Member Mitchell, aye; Vice Mayor Rawls, aye; 

and Council Member Pearson, aye.  No action was taken out of Closed Session.  
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Regular Session began at 7:00 PM with additional attendees including Clerk of Council 

Karen Roberts, Finance Director Mandy McGhee, Assistant Finance Director Crystal Ferguson, 

and Police Chief Rob Fincher.  

Call to Order  Mayor Jones welcomed everyone to the meeting, pointing out that agendas 

 

Pledge to the American Flag by Council Member Pearson. Invocation by Council Member 

Lawson 

Proclamations and Presentations  Council Member Lawson read the Proclamation honoring 

Marie Smith Craig who was turning 100 years young. The proclamation will be mailed to Ms. 

Craig and her family. 

 

Council Member Pearson provided background, sharing that she is a member of the Garden 

Club. Being a Bee City is important as bees are essential to our food supply, but many species 

of bees are becoming extinct. Pearson read the Proclamation recognizing April 2024 as Bee City 

Month. 
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Consent Agenda  City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides shared that the Boards and 

Commissions were discussed, but no action will be taken on that tonight. Ferrell-Benavides 

detailed the reallocation request, the National Fitness Campaign grant, and the amended lease 

agreement for the Lawson made a motion to 

approve the consent agenda items; Mitchell seconded the motion with all Council voting in favor.  

Regular Agenda or new business: Health Benefits Update  Human Resources Director 

health benefits for the fiscal year 2024/25. Council Member Lawson asked if the school 

employees would be front-loaded as usual or if they would be paid out in lump sums.  Hodge 

explained that the City had a larger turnover of staff than the schools. Mayor Jones explained 

that the school employees are under an employment contract. 

Communications from Visitors / Business from the Floor  No one approached the podium. 

Comments by Members of City Council  Council Member Mitchell said their hearts go out 

everyone a Happy Easter. The spring race is April 5, 6 and 7; the race is a valuable economic 

resource. Council Member Lawson shared details about Hazardous Waste Day on April 16. 
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Information about allowed items will be listed online. March 29 the flags will be out Uptown for 

National Vietnam War Veteran Day. May 2 is National Day of Prayer and there is a community 

event that day.  Grant opportunities are available for small businesses; that information will be 

added to the city website. ace weekend so please welcome visitors to the community; 

Martinsville is known for its hospitality.  Lawson requested Richard Phipps, the new Deputy 

Clerk of Council be introduced.  Mayor Jones asked PIO Kendall Davis to speak; Kendall will be 

putting out a casting call for a 30-day fitness challenge and the entire community is invited to 

participate. The casting call is for a Martinsville edition of Biggest Loser that will include trainers 

from local gyms and prizes.  Events will be held weekly until the end of the competition to include 

biking, meal prep and to educate the public on a healthier lifestyle. June 1 will be a major 

celebration to end the initiative and will include competitions. Mayor Jones reiterated their 

prayers are with the people in Baltimore and a reminder that Martinsville could at any time face 

a big catastrophe. Jones asked Council for approval to give City employees Friday off for Easter.  

Council Member Lawson made a motion to give city employees the day off on Friday, Council 

Member Pearson seconded the motion with all Members voting in favor.   

City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides explained that Karen Roberts, Clerk of Council has 

served as Clerk for many years, the City Charter has allowed the City Manager to become the 

Clerk of Council, so she has hired Deputy Clerk Richard Phipps who is in training; Ferrell-

Benavides shared some of experience and background including parks and recreation.   

Police Chief Rob Fincher warned residents about an increase in fraud cases in Martinsville 

recently and how to protect themselves. Ferrell-Benavides encouraged Council and citizens to 

the actual person sending the emailing. City employees 

have been trained in recognizing fraud. 

 

Monthly Financial Update  Finance Director Mandy McGhee provided an overview of the 
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Monthly Financial Report. City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides said its budget season and 

they are working to put together the FY24-25 budget. McGhee and her team are working to 

incorporate budget information in a more user-friendly document.  
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Adjournment  Council Member Lawson made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 

7:45pm. 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts, Clerk of Council    LC Jones, Mayor 

 

   



March 20, 2024 Council Meeting
A Work Session and Briefing to discuss Consent Agenda Items and Quarterly Updates was 

held at 5:00 pm on March 20, 2024, in Room 208 Conference Room, Municipal Building.  Mayor 

Jones, Vice Mayor Rawls, Council Member Lawson, Council Member Pearson, Council Member 

Mitchell, City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, Chief Operating Officer Edena Reese-Atmore, 

Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, Finance Director Mandy McGhee, Assistant Finance Director 

Crystal Ferguson, Public Information Officer Kendall Davis, Fire Chief Dan Howell, Utilities 

Director Durwin Joyce, and Police Chief Rob Fincher were in attendance. 

Discussion was held regarding the City Attorney Executive Search Services being offered by 

The Berkley Group. 

 

Fire Chief Dan Howell presented a PowerPoint presentation with updates on the Fire 

Department.  
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Utilities Director Durwin Joyce presented a PowerPoint presentation with updates on the 

Electric Department.  



March 20, 2024 Council Meeting

 

City Council Executive Session began at 6:00 PM.  In accordance with the Code of Virginia, 

Title 2.2 Chapter 37, Freedom of Information Act to discuss the following: (A) 2.2-3711.A.3: 

Discussion or consideration of the acquisition of real property for a public purpose or disposition 

of publicly held real property, where discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the 

bargaining position or negotiating strategy of the public body, concerning amending the former 

BB&T Building contract. At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of Council 

certified that (1) only public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were 

discussed in said Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion 

convening the Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the meeting.  A 

motion was made by Council Member Lawson; seconded by Council Member Pearson with the 

following 5-0 recorded vote in favor to return to Open Session: Rawls, aye; Lawson, aye; Jones, 

aye; Mitchell, aye; and Pearson, aye.   

Council Member Lawson made a motion to recess as City Council and convene as the 

Martinsville Redevelopment and Housing Authority. Vice Mayor Rawls seconded the motion with 
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all Council Members voting in favor. Housing Authority Member Lawson made a motion to 

approve a Resolution approving the addendum to the amended contract of sale for JRS Realty 

Partners, LLC.  Housing Authority Member Pearson seconded the motion with the following roll 

call vote:  Housing Authority Member Mitchell, aye; Housing Authority Member Pearson, aye; 

Housing Authority Chair Jones, aye; Housing Authority Vice Chair Rawls, aye; and Housing 

Authority Lawson, aye.  Lawson made a motion to adjourn as the Housing Authority and 

reconvene as City Council. Pearson seconded the motion with all voting in favor.  

 

Call to Order  Mayor Jones welcomed everyone to the meeting, pointing out that agendas 

 

Pledge to the American Flag  Council Member Kathy Lawson led the pledge to the flag; 

Shasta Carmichael offered invocation.  

Proclamations and Presentations  Council Member Pearson read the Proclamation for 

National Library Week and presented it to Margaret Cardwell of the Blue Ridge Regional Library. 

Cardwell invited the public to visit one of the five regional libraries and the bookmobile. Cardwell 

shared the importance of increased funding for the library with the next city budget.  
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Regular agenda or new business: Council Member Lawson made the motion to approve the 

Work Order for the City Attorney Executive Search; Council Member Pearson seconded the 

motion, and all Council Members voted in favor.  

Budget Workshop Initial Revenue Estimates  City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides spoke 

about the Budget Revenue outlook for 2024-25 and shared a PowerPoint detailing the budget 

calendar, revenue projection approach, budget outlook, challenges facing the economy, Dr. 

ations for organizations, an overview of the 

general fund revenue multi-year summary, and general fund budget  revenue.  

Communications from Visitors / Business from the Floor  Mike Scaffidi, representative of 

the local AMVETs and Retired Army and Vietnam Veteran Carl Wright, provided information on 

the services that AMVETS provides to the community.  AMVETs would like to inform the City 

Council of their desire to acquire the National Armory property to combine all local AMVETS 

branches in a single location and allow members to service veterans and their families in various 

ways. They have the support of other veteran organizations; the AMVETS is the top contributor 

to veterans in the state.  Wright said it's obvious that the City Council and the City Manager do 

not want AMVETS to have the armory for some reason.  Anthony Bryant, 716 Windsor Lane and 

Retired Sergeant of the Army, spoke, sharing that veterans are a different breed, and they serve 

a lifelong connection with fellow veterans. He found Post 35 and, after a single visit, signed up 
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as a lifetime member. Bryant asked if Council was aware of any services in Martinsville or Henry 

County that provided services to veterans before tonight. Only 5% of Veterans in the area are a 

member of AMVETS; they are lost and not getting the benefits they deserve, and most do not 

realize the services available. Bryant shared some of the services that the local veterans provide 

  Many of the local organizations do not have post 

homes and meet at other businesses l Funeral Home. With the support of the city 

and county, the armory could become a great asset to the AMVETS, local veterans, and their 

families. Doug Coates, Mt Olivette Road, was a solder and now a disabled vet.  He gave Council 

Members each a $1 bill; Council bought the armory for $1, and the veterans fought for their 

freedom with their blood. Coates asked Council to take a moment to consider that. Sam Phillips, 

Retired Army for 30 years. Thank you for allowing the AMVETS to speak. The armory is 

accessible to staff and for office spaces. Shawn O Leary, an AMVETS rider, shared that 22 

soldiers commit suicide on a daily average. Having a place for them to go and talk to others who 

have experienced what they have is vital in saving lives. David Niblett, 77 Warren Road, Bassett, 

a Navy veteran, said his wife worked in DC for the Veterans Administration, and she brought 

home stories of how veterans were treated; they have no place to go to talk and no services to 

receive treatments. The word needs to get out there about veteran suicides, and a place needs 

to be made available for those in need.  

Ural Harris, 217 Stuart Street, stated that Vice Mayor Rawls said the 5:00 meeting would 

be televised, but it was not; Harris asked that it be fixed for the next meeting.  

Mayor Jones thanked the veterans for attending and expressing their needs; it was 

educational and humbling for him, and he thanked them for sharing that information.  There is 

an outreach VA program to help communities put together assistance, trade programs, and job 

skills. Jones commits that if veterans are willing to work with him, the armory will be short-

sighted and serve its purpose, but he feels that the veterans deserve better, and he will search 

for a place even in the county to support those veterans. Continue to communicate with the 

council so that a plan can be put into place. 

Comments by Members of City Council  Council Member Mitchell thanked the veterans for 

attending. A year ago, Alberta Wilson was honored for her 100th birthday; she passed away last 

week, so Mitchell offered condolences to her family.  Council Member Pearson thanked the 

veterans for attending and sharing information; no words can express her gratitude for their 

service.  Council Member Lawson echoed the  words; she understands what the veterans 

have spoken about, and she looks forward to moving forward and working with AMVETS. 

Hazardous Waste Day is April 13 at the PSA warehouse in Bassett; this is a free service for 

Martinsville and Henry County citizens.  Vice Mayor Rawls let the veterans know that the armory 

includes a gym and 10 offices and needs a lot of work on the heating and air system. Rawls 

hopes to work with the county to identify locations that could be better for the AMVETS.  Mayor 

Jones shared details about a budget survey for residents to complete online regarding the budget 
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process and a big opportunity for citizens to get involved.  Police Chief Fincher is looking for new 

officers for the department and highlighted recruiting steps to find new officers from various 

backgrounds;  police officer is the best 

job he's ever had, and no experience is necessary to apply.  The Fire Department is hiring also.  

Communications  City Manager Ferrall-Benavides attended a play in Apex on the history 

of Apex and it spoke highly of Martinsville history through the Baldwin Family. The Mayor of 

Apex suggested a sister neighborhood relationship with Martinsville. Ferrell-Benavides thanked 

the veterans for attending; because there is a current RFP process, it is important that she works 

with the City A so 

important to work towards a solution.  

Adjournment  Council Member Mitchell made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:00pm 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts, Clerk of Council    LC Jones, Mayor 

 

   



February 27, 2024 Council Meeting
A Work Session and Briefing was held at 5:00 pm in room 208, Martinsville City Municipal 

Building on February 27, 2024.  Mayor Jones, Vice Mayor Rawls, Council Member Lawson, 

Council Member Pearson, Council Member Mitchell, City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, 

Chief Operating Officer Edena Reese-Atmore, Finance Director Mandy McGhee, Assistant 

Finance Director Crystal Ferguson, Community Development Director Keith Holland, Public 

Information Officer Kendall Davis, and Police Chief Rob Fincher 

Police Chief Rob Fincher presented a Quarterly Update PowerPoint. 
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The Fire Department Quarterly Update was rescheduled for the next meeting.  

Regular Session began at 7:00pm in the Council Chambers 

Call to Order  Mayor Jones welcomed everyone to the meeting, pointing out that agendas 

 

Pledge to the American Flag an Invocation by Council Member Kathy Lawson.   

Proclamations and Presentations  Council Member Lawson read the proclamation which 

was presented to Barry Nelson, 2024 TIME Dealer of the Year for Virginia.  
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Consent Agenda  Mayor Jones shared the items listed under the Consent Agenda including 

State Grant Appropriation, Virginia Department of Transportation Commitment and Signatory 

Resolution, Consideration of Amendments to Nuisance Code Ordinance and the Budget 

Calendar.  Council Member Lawson made a motion to approve all consent agenda items; Council 

Member Lawson seconded the motion.  Vice Mayor Rawls said the work session was over the 

allotted 

Ordinance.  Council agreed to move the ordinance discussion forward to the Regular 

Agenda/New Business section of the agenda.  City Manager Ferrell-Benavides confirmed that 

Council would be voting to approve the State Grant Appropriation, the Transportation 

Commitment and Signatory Resolution, and Budget Calendar only.  All Council Members voted 

in favor.  

Public Hearing  Community Development Director Keith Holland explained the need for the 

public hearing to receive citizen input on the consideration of the Ordinance to Amend and 

Restate the Establishment of the Martinsville Land Bank Authority.  Approval of the ordinance 

is urgent.  Holland provided a PowerPoint to better explain the need for changes. Mayor Jones 

opened the public hearing.  John Stiltner with Landmark Asset spoke and offered to answer any 

questions Council may have. City Manager Ferrell-Benavides pointed out that City Council could 

no longer serve as the Land Bank Authority.  Council Member Lawson made a motion to adopt 



February 27, 2024 Council Meeting
the ordinance to amend and restate the establishment of the Martinsville Land Bank Authority. 

Council Member Mitchell seconded the motion.  Council Member Pearson asked how the new 

board was selected.  Ferrell-Benavides explained that they looked at existing individuals; 

because this is a state-established board, we needed to get the transfer, and they looked at 

individuals who 

there are several areas of conflict of interest that will exist. This board will allow internal 

employees to serve. Our goal is not long range, but we needed to move expeditiously because of 

the ongoing projects.  Roll Call vote 5-0 in favor of approving the ordinance:  Mitchell, aye; 

Lawson, aye; Rawls, aye; Pearson, aye; and Jones, aye. 

 

Regular agenda or New business:   MRHA Resolution for Donation Option Agreement for 

Aaron Mills Senior Housing Project - Council Member Lawson made a motion to recess as City 

Council and convene as the Martinsville Redevelopment Housing Authority.  Vice Mayor Rawls 

seconded the motion, with all Council Members voting in favor.  Community Development 

Director Keith Holland explained the purpose of the resolution.  The MRHA would need to 

approve the resolution for the Property Donation Option Agreement and authorize a letter of 

commitment for $500,000 in ARPA funds as a low-interest 3% loan to support the project. 

Holland requests MRHA authorize the transfer of the property to MidAtlantic Foundation, a 

North Carolina non-profit that, in turn, would donate the property back to Aaron Street Lofts as 

a capital contribution with all actions effective upon transfer of the property from the 

Martinsville Land Bank Authority to the MHRA. Housing Authority Member Lawson made the 

motion to approve the resolution; Housing Authority Member Pearson seconded the motion. 

Housing Authority Vice Chair Rawls questioned the transfer from a nonprofit to a for-profit for 
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business purposes, has shut down some civic duties, and asked for more explanation. John 

Stiltner with Landmark Asset explained the process and the need for the transfer, and the 

of 

approving the resolution.  Housing Authority Member Lawson made the motion to adjourn as 

MRHA and reconvene as City Council; Housing Authority Vice Chair Rawls seconded the motion 

with all Council Members voting in favor.   

Extension of Sales Agreement with Kayak Hotel Group - Community Development Director 

Keith Holland explained the need for an extension of the sales agreement with Kayak Hotel 

Group.  Due to delays in submission of the required Erosion and Sediment Control Plan to the 

Virginia Department of Environmental Quality, Kayak Hotel Group is requesting an extension 

of the contract for sales agreement dated December 1, 2023.  They request an extension of the 

due diligence period for 90 days to May 28, 2024. The amendment of the agreement must also 

be approved by the Martinsville Industrial Development Authority.  No adverse impacts are 

anticipated by this extension request.  Vice Mayor Rawls made a motion to adopt the resolution 

related to the extension; Council Member Lawson seconded the motion with all Council Members 

voting in favor.  

ARPA Funding Update  City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides and Finance Director Mandy 

McGhee provided a PowerPoint on the ARPA funding.  Vice Mayor Rawls made a motion to adopt 

the updated ARPA project list with the clarification that the Council retains the initial amount 

approved for community branding and marketing, at least until they can discuss it further in a 

work session.  Council Member Lawson seconded the motion, with all Council Members voting 

in favor. Mayor Jones would like to take the ARPA list home to review and then reconvene 

another day.  Vice Mayor Rawls made a motion to accept the ARPA expenses as presented for 

Inspections, The Berkley Group expense. MiNET, the jail roof, the water generator for the pump 

house, and the updated asset plan for the water/sewer department.  Lawson seconded the 

motion and questioned if the bus stop should be added. Mayor Jones would like to add the 

Youth Employment program and asked if the chiller is an immediate need.  Council Member 

Pearson questioned the status of the Fire Department roof. Ferrell-Benavides said there is still 

time to make additional approvals for items not quite as urgent.  Rawls requested that the 

Council approve the water/sewer plant roof, which should have been in last year's capital, so it 

needs to be done.  Lawson confirmed that Council would be approving Inspections, The Berkley 

Group, MiNET, the Jail roof, asset management updates, the water/sewer plant roof, the Youth 

Employment program, and the water generator for the pump house. All Council Members 

approved the motion.  

Consideration of amendments to the Nuisance Code Ordinance  Community Development 

Director Keith Holland briefly explained the need for amendments to the ordinance.   
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Communications from Visitors / Business from the Floor  Noone approached the podium.  

Comments by Members of City Council  Council Member Mitchell attended two events this 

month celebrating Black History Month and for the first time, showed 
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up  to recognize black history.  Council Member Pearson thanked PIO Kendall Davis for his work 

putting together the Expo this past weekend, and she looks forward to working on additional 

events in the City going forward. Pearson encourages residents to contact Council Members with 

input. Fast Track is March 6 at the Clock Tower in Martinsville with over 125 businesses 

exhibiting. Pearson informed residents of the Visit Martinsville App and encouraged them to 

download it. Council Member Lawson thanked staff, 

BHM event. The next Hazardous Waste Day is April 13, 2024, at the Bassett PSA warehouse. 

Vice Mayor Rawls shared details on potential energy and electric funding through the state with 

an explanation of how the City purchases power. Mayor Jones thanked residents for attending 

the meeting and thanked volunteers for assisting with this past weekend's event. Jones invited 

Pastor Caleb Robinson to offer the invocation at the end of the meeting.  

City Manager Ferrell-Benavides thanked the children who volunteered for the BHM event. 

Martinsville is a member of the National League of Cities, and she hopes that the Council will 

continue to participate in this organization as they continue to move the City forward. Aretha 

and the Mayor will be attending a meeting on March 11, so the March 12 meeting will be moved 

to March 19. Aretha mentioned Fast Tract on March 5 and 6, 2024. There will be a Council 

Retreat soon to discuss the vision for the city.  

Monthly Financial Update  Finance Director Mandy McGhee presented the Financial 

Update.  

Pastor Robinson offered a closing invocation.  

Adjournment  Council Member Lawson made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 pm. 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts, Clerk of Council    LC Jones, Mayor 

 

   

 



April 8, 2024 Council Meeting
A Closed Session was held at 4:00 pm on April 8, 2024, in Room 208 Conference Room, 

Municipal Building.  Mayor Jones, Vice Mayor Rawls, Council Member Lawson, Council Member 

Pearson, Council Member Mitchell, City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, and Deputy Clerk of 

Council Richard Phipps were in attendance.   

In accordance with the Code of Virginia, Title 2.2 Chapter 37, Freedom of Information Act 

to discuss the following: (A) 2.2-3711A.7: Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff 

members or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, where consultation in an 

related to 

previous employee litigation.   

At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) 

only public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said 

Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the 

Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the meeting.   

No action was taken out of Closed Session 

Adjournment  Council Member Lawson made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:00pm 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts, Clerk of Council    LC Jones, Mayor 

 

   



March 14, 2024, Council Meeting
A Closed meeting of the City of Martinsville, Virginia's City Council, was held on March 14, 

2024, at 9:00 AM in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, with Mayor LC Jones presiding by 

the TEAMs link. Other Council Members participating included Kathy Lawson and Aaron Rawls. 

Tammy Pearson participated by the TEAMs link. Council Member Mitchell was not in 

attendance. Staff present included City Manager Aretha Ferrell-Benavides, Chief Operating 

Officer Edena Reese-Atmore, and Community Development Director Keith Holland.  

Vice Mayor Rawls called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed 

Session beginning at 9:00 AM.  In accordance with the Code of Virginia, Title 2.2 Chapter 37, 

Freedom of Information Act and upon a motion by Council Member Lawson and seconded by 

Vice Mayor Rawls with the following 4-0 recorded vote:  Council Member Pearson, aye; Mayor 

Jones, aye; Vice Mayor Rawls, aye; and Council Member Lawson, aye. Council convened in 

Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) Virginia Code Section 2.2-3711.A Discussion 

or consideration of the acquisition of real property for a public purpose or disposition of publicly 

held real property, where discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the bargaining 

position or negotiating strategy of the public body, concerning the former BB&T building located 

at One Ellsworth. 

There was no action taken out of the Closed session.  

There being no further business, Council Member Lawson moved to adjourn at 10:15 a.m. 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts, Clerk of Council    LC Jones, Mayor   
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I.   Introduction 

Thank you for choosing the City of Martinsville for your special event. We are committed to 
facilitating a wide range of special events that highlight the diverse communities within the city. 
To ensure that all events are conducted safely and in an orderly manner, the social and economic 
benefits of the event are -being, and oversight for all 
special events is the responsibility of the Special Events Coordinator and Committee. This 
committee is a group made up of various city departments and agencies that support and regulate 
special events. 

A Special Event approval may be required when: 
 Use of any city-owned property is involved. 
 Coordination between two or more permitting agencies is needed. 
 Food and alcohol are being sold or served to the public. 
 The event requires street or road closures. 
 Public safety may be at risk.  

Additionally, it is recognized that tax-exempt non-profit organizations that benefit the 
community are central to the quality of life in Martinsville and that they often develop, through 
their special events, the resources to provide essential services to the citizens of Martinsville. It is 
further intended to provide coordinated policies for the regulation of specific activities to be 
conducted in conjunction with special events, to ensure the health and safety of patrons of special 
events, to prohibit illegal activity from occurring within unique event Venues, and to protect the 
rights and interests granted a Special Event Permit holder.  

It is further intended to create a mechanism for cost recovery and revenue sharing for special 
events without harming those that contribute economically and socially to the community. The 
City of Martinsville also intends to protect the rights of its citizens to engage in protected free 
speech expression activities yet allow for the least restrictive and reasonable time, place, and 
manner of regulation of those activities within the overall context of rationally regulating special 
events that impact public facilities and services. 

II.   Guiding Policies 

1) It is the policy of the City of Martinsville to recognize the substantial community benefits 
that result from special events. These events provide cultural enrichment, promote 
economic vitality, enhance community identity and pride, and provide fundraising 
opportunities. To promote these objectives, it is sometimes appropriate for the city to 
bear all, some portion, or no portion of the costs.  
 

2) Partnerships between the City of Martinsville, event organizers, and the community are 
valuable in ensuring successful events. The City of Martinsville recognizes that events 
require logistical support and commitment from the city and the organizing entities. The 
City of Martinsville must protect public health, safety, and financial oversight of the 
citizens of Martinsville. 



P a g e | 4

August 22, 2024

3) It is the policy goal of the City of Martinsville to have successful, cost-effective special 
events that enrich and enliven the community and provide opportunities for agencies and 
organizations where deemed feasible and practical and where special events will be 
achieved that will not negatively impact public health and safety. 

4) This policy sets forth the application process for special event organizers to request City 
sponsorship designation and funding in Appendix I. The policy restricts designated co-
sponsored organizations/City-sponsored special event organizers from double-dipping 
into various City department funds over and above the allotted City sponsorship funding. 
This would include City funds for economic development, multicultural events, athletic 
event bid fees, and quality-of-life events. 

5) The City sponsorship designation allows for the reimbursement, discount, or waiver of 
City fees. City fees include event rental space, application, and City staff resources for 
planning and implementing the event. The official City logo will be used if an event is 
designated city-sponsored.

III.  Definitions As Used in This Policy

Special Event means an activity that meets any one of the following definitions:
1) Any organized formation, parade, procession, or assembly which may include animals, 

vehicles or any combination thereof, which is to assemble or travel in unison on any 
Street that does not comply with typical traffic regulations or controls.

2) Any organized assemblage anticipated to include 200 or more persons at any one time, or 
a total of 1,500 persons throughout the event, on any public property, public park, or 
facility which is to gather for a common purpose under the direction and control of a 
person, organization or company.

3) Any other organized activity conducted by a person, organization, or company for 
common or collective use, purpose, or benefit that involves the use of or has an impact on 
a public property, park, or facility that requires City services beyond those conveyed in 
the course of normal City operation.

4) Any other organized activity conducted by a person, organization, or company that
proposes to utilize any public property, park, or facility in a manner inconsistent with the 
design and usual function of such property, park, or facility. 

5) Any organized activity conducted by a person, organization, or company on any public 
property, park, or facility that plans to sell alcoholic beverages.

6) Any organized activity conducted by a person, organization, or company on any public 
property, park, or facility that plans to charge an admission fee.

7) Examples of special events include, but are not limited to, concerts, parades, circuses, 
fairs, festivals, community events, mass participation sports (such as marathons and 
running events, bicycle races or tours, etc.).

City Services- means those services provided by the City that are required and necessary 
for event production and safety, such as police, fire, inflatable or ride inspection, food truck 
inspection, street closure, and trash removal.

Cost Recovery- means direct payment by an event organizer to the City in compensation for 



P a g e | 5

August 22, 2024

the direct costs of city services incurred during the special event.

City-Supported Special Event means any special event organized and conducted 
by the City of Martinsville and an event organizer that the City has selected through a 
competitive application process to support the appropriation of funds
budget.  This endorsement provides the producer of the event the following:  reservation of 
date, a partnership of support and collaboration to create awareness, promotional 
opportunities, accommodations, or discounts regarding regularly chargeable City services
(i.e., security, insurance, rental of venue, trash removal, etc.).  These conceptual events must 
be submitted well in advance to be included in the budget process for any amount of funding.

City-Sponsored Special Event Any special event or activities directly organized and 
conducted by the City of Martinsville or an event organizer that the City has selected through 
a competitive application process to support through the appropriation of funds within the 

  These events are funded entirely by the City of Martinsville.

Event Organizer- means any person, organization, or company who conducts, manages, 
promotes, organizes, aids, or solicits attendance at a Special Event.

Fees This means charges to event organizers for city services, venue usage, and permits.

General Events An organized activity with a stationary footprint in an identifiable location 
for a specific duration, often involving amplified noise, food, beverage, merchandise, or
other forms of entertainment. Examples include festivals, performances, rallies, markets, 
parties, tournaments, and other similar events.

General Event Tier 1 means more significant impact on the community, which may 
involve the closure of multiple city blocks; closure that inconveniences numerous residents 
or establishments; excessive noise; attendance of 200 or more people; and significant event 
infrastructure that requires inspection and permitting by the Martinsville Fire Marshal, for 
example, events such as Oktoberfest, Christmas Parade, and Uptown Trick or Treat.

General Event Tier II means low-impact events that close only one city block and are off-
street venues; have fewer than 200 total attendees; affect a minimal number of residents or 
establishments; and have no significant event infrastructure. The event cannot include or 
require any of the following:

Event attendance of less than 200 people
Tents over 800 square feet or inflatable structures over 400 square feet 
Fireworks, pyrotechnics, open flame performances, or bonfires
Special amusement buildings or rides
Amplified sounds beyond the use of small speakers
Closure of more than one city block 
Closure of the public right-of-way
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Gross Revenues- means the sum of all revenues received by an event organizer for a special 
event, including, but not limited to, cash receipts, licensing, sponsorships, advertising and 
similar revenues, and concessions.

Legacy Event is a special event co-sponsored for ten years or more and is considered a 
Martinsville tradition. A socially meaningful legacy event has been invented to satisfy 
various community-building goals, celebrate local history, and promote social capital needs.
Examples are Oktoberfest and Christmas Parade events.

Recurring Event- The same event on multiple dates submitted via one application.
Recurring Event Permits are good for 90-day periods.

Social Capital- The web of cooperative relationships between citizens, organizations, 
businesses and agencies that facilitate the resolution of collective action problems like 
poverty, human trafficking, obesity, social isolation, and economic sustainability.

Special Event Permit- A permit issued by the City that authorizes using public property, a 
park, or a facility for a special event.  

Special Event Venue or Event Venue means that area for which a Special Event Permit 
has been issued.

Street This is a way or place of whatever nature, publicly maintained and open to use by
the public for purposes of vehicular travel.

Vendor- This term is any person who sells or offers to sell any goods, food, or beverages 
within a special event venue and has been submitted to
Vendors must be registered with the Virginia Department of Taxation for sales tax collection 
and the Martinsville Commissioner of the Revenue Office for meal tax collection. Food 
vendors must also meet Health Department requirements and safety inspections from the 
Martinsville Fire Marshall.  Alcohol vendors must be licensed by the Virginia ABC and 
obtain a local ABC permit from the Martinsville Commissioner of the Revenue Office.

IV.  Management of Special Events

The City of Martinsville has created a Special Events Office that is authorized to carry out the 
provisions of the special events policies, city codes, and state codes. To ensure representation 
from all appropriate segments of city government, the Special Events Office will maintain a 
Special Events Committee for coordination, notification, and collaborative purposes that will 
include representatives from groups including but not limited to Community Development and 
Engagement, Public Works, Street and Traffic, Fire Marshal, Emergency/Safety Management, 
Police, Commissioner of the Revenue and the Public Information Office, as well as external 
agencies or organizations necessary for the coordination of specific events or with existing event 
knowledge that could prove beneficial to the group. 

The Special Events Office will facilitate meetings approximately once per quarter to hear 
feedback and recommendations regarding current and future special events. This composition 
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may be amended and updated to include the Virginia Department of Health, the MHC Chamber 
of Commerce, and the Virginia ABC. The Special Events Office is authorized to:

1) Represent the city, under the authority of the City Manager, in discussions and in 
maintaining agreements or contracts with the person(s) who represent the special event.

2) Coordinate with city departments and other government agencies to provide government
services for such special events.

3) Establish the terms and conditions, appropriate fees, time, place, and manner of the 
special event.

4) Approve or deny a special event permit;
5) Recommend special events policies and practices to the City Council and the City 

Manager.

1.  Management Responsibility

The City of Martinsville Special Events Office serves as a liaison between city departments, 
event producers, and community members as it oversees organized events by coordinating
enterprise-wide functions. All special event productions within the City require a permit from
the Special Events Office. The Special Events Office will be the primary point of contact for 
all events covered in this policy and will review each event to ensure compliance with this 
policy. The Special Events Office shall either approve an event permit or may place 
conditions upon, reschedule, relocate, or deny any requested event that does not meet this 
policy.

2.  Communication

City staff will maintain a website that allows community members to view the
master events calendar, which will provide specific event details. Staff will also publish a 
weekly email digest of upcoming special events and maintain a feedback form that 
community members can access to comment on special events and their impacts.

3.  Event Classifications

City-Sponsored Special Events
Events created, planned, funded, and implemented by city departments or agencies. Permit 
fees are waived for events falling in this category. Although events may continue to be 
classified as city-produced, seeking private and corporate sponsorships is encouraged. The 
Special Event Team shall assess each event based on its overall impact, cost, community 
benefits, and changes made accordingly.

Non-City Sponsored Special Events
Events created, planned, and implemented by non-city agencies. The city provides physical 
assistance and support for these events but does not financially support them.

Parades
The City Council can approve holding parades annually. Parades provide a unique 
experience and contribute to the city by promoting community and cultural enrichment. 
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Foot Races
Marathons and other foot races are allowed in limited locations throughout the city to ensure 
the safety of participants and spectators. The SEO may limit the number of permitted foot 
races annually. 

V.  Application Process

A Special Event application must be submitted to the Special Event Office to conduct a special 
event within the city limits. The Special Events Office will establish an event application and a 

outline specifically the process, deadlines, application materials, checklists, 
notification requirements, and additional information necessary to allow event organizers to 
submit proposed events for approval and have a more predictable timeframe for approval, with 
the further goal of allowing agencies to anticipate the impact of an event and plan accordingly 
effectively. The following procedures apply:

1.  Application Submittal

a) ask Force
by the special event applicant. Applications not completed in full will not be 
processed and returned to the applicant. See section 9) below for application 
deadlines before the proposed event date.

b) First-time events are encouraged to list several options for location, route, date, time, 
and a site map with the special events application. 

c) Event applications must be submitted according to the deadlines for each specific 
event type as outlined below and will be accepted up to one year before the event 
date. Submission of an application does not guarantee the issuance of a permit. 
Applications are only considered submitted once the application fee has been 
received.

i. General Events. Applications for general events must be received by no later 
than the deadline correlated with each tier, as outlined below.
a. General Event Tier I: 90 days. Under certain extenuating circumstances, 

the Special Events Office may consider late Tier I applications and charge 
an additional $250 late application fee. The City does not guarantee that 
any event will be reviewed if it is submitted after the deadline.

b. General Event Tier II: 45 days Under certain extenuating circumstances, 
the Special Events Office may consider late Tier II applications and 
charge an additional $250 late application fee. The City does not guarantee 
that any event will be reviewed if it is submitted after the deadline.

ii. Neighborhood Block Parties. Applications for neighborhood block parties 
must be received at least 30 days before the event's proposed date. It is 
recommended that organizers apply at least 45 days before the event date if 
the block party might require special permitting for the use of tents, 
amusement structures, fireworks, etc. Under certain circumstances, the Special
Events Office may consider late block party applications and charge an 
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additional $250SS late application fee. The City does not guarantee that any 
event will be reviewed if it is submitted after the deadline.

iii. Filming. Processing time for film applications is determined by the extent of 
the request, ranging from approximately 15 to 90 days. It is recommended that 
applications for extensive filming spanning multiple days or locations be 
submitted at least 30 days in advance. Low-impact productions can often be 
processed within two weeks. The Special Events Office will attempt to 
accommodate requests within reason but cannot guarantee that an application 
will be reviewed if it is not submitted at least 15 days before the shoot date.

In particular circumstances, the SEO may waive the above time frames.

2.  Special Event Office (SEO) Review

The Special Events Office will review the application and determine if the event can be 
accommodated. Special Event staff will then meet with the applicant to review the 
proposed event's information and activities and ensure compliance with city and state 
codes.  

3.  Approval Requirements

In deciding whether to approve, approve with conditions, or deny a special event request, 
the Special Events Office shall determine:

a) The event, as proposed, can be shown to function safely;
b) The diversion of police and fire resources for this event will not deny reasonable police 

and fire protection to the city;
c) The event will not cause irreconcilable interference with previously approved or

scheduled construction, maintenance, and other activities, including any sidewalks, 
streets, and parking spaces;

d) The location/route meets the criteria established in the procedures;
e) Events will be scheduled in a way that does not overly burden any one neighborhood 

consistently;
f) The proposed event shall not severely impact the quality of life within the area where it is 

being held.

The SEO shall make decisions based on the application and the information provided and 
set any conditions and fees per policy, understanding that the applicant shall meet all 
department requirements at least thirty (30) days before the event date. 

Once the applicant has met all requirements of the special event regulations, the Special 
Events Office will issue a permit for the special event. The applicant shall be notified in 
writing of the Special Events Office's action concerning the application as early as 
possible but at least thirty (30) days after receipt of the completed special event 
application.
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4.  Changes

The SEO must approve any changes to the approved plans, including but not limited to 
the event date(s), time(s), and location/route. Any requests for changes shall be submitted 
to the SEO for review at least thirty (30) days before the event date. 

5.  Disapproval Reasons

The Special Event Office shall NOT issue an approval permit for a special event request 
if one or more of the following conditions exist:

a) The application is incomplete.
b) The applicant has failed or refused to meet the city requirements for approval of a 

special event.
c) A prior application for a special event to be held at the same time and place has 

already been received or granted.
d) The special event will interfere with vehicular ingress and egress to or from or travel 

on a road, state highway, or major arterial collector street of the city.
e) The special event will unreasonably interfere with fire and police protection, 

including any contributing to any substantial traffic volume or safety hazard.
f) The applicant or the organization on whose behalf the application is submitted has, on 

prior occasions, damaged city property or has other outstanding and unpaid debts to 
the City of Martinsville. 

6.  Late Applications

Any application received after the deadlines established is considered a late application. 
The City does not guarantee that any event will be reviewed if it is submitted after the 
deadline. The SEO shall not accept a late application unless they find that:

a) The proposed special event is in response to an occurrence whose timing did not 
reasonably allow the applicant to file a timely application or

b) The time limitations would be unreasonable and restrict the applicant's free speech 
rights. 

Under extreme extenuating circumstances, the Special Events Office may consider late 
applications and charge an additional $250 late application fee. If the SEO determines 
that the above conditions do exist, staff shall accept the application and process it unless 
it does not meet the criteria outlined in the application process or there is insufficient time 
for the city to make the necessary preparations for permits, staff availability, or other 
public safety matters before the proposed date of the special event. 

7.  Fees

a) Application fees are due when the application is submitted. Applications will be 
reviewed once the fee is received. The application will be routed through the various 
departments upon payment of these fees for approval. Payment of the application 
fee is nonrefundable and does not guarantee event approval; however, event 
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organizers can modify dates and locations at no additional cost if they are denied 
approval due to a scheduling conflict. 

b) Upon application approval, the associated permit fees will be required before a permit 
is issued. The event organizer shall be responsible for producing the permit upon 
request of any City official throughout the event. 

c) The City reserves the right to bill event organizers after the event for any 
extraordinary costs imposed on the City due to the event, such as on-site structure 
repair, dropping bollards for emergency vehicle access, trash pickup, or damage to 
streets or sidewalks. All bills must be paid within 15 days of receipt.

d) Road races that include events of more than one distance shall only be required to pay 
the fee for the longest distance. If an activity classifies as more than one type of 
event, the organizer must pay whichever application and permit fee the Special 
Events Office determines most appropriate.

Application Fees:  
e) Special Event Application Processing Fee (One-Day Only Event) - $25*
f) Special Event Application Processing Fee (2 and 3-Day Events, Max. 3) - $50*

Additional Fees, if Applicable, Added to the Application Fee:
g) Utility (Water, Trash, Electric) Connection Fee - $50
h) Park and Shelter Fee: See attached schedule
i) Parking Lot Fee: $50
j) Closure or use of a City Street or Right-of-Way (Non-Race or Parade)- $50 per 

street*
k) Closure or use of a City Street or Right-of-Way (Race Event or Parade) - $100 per 

street*

Late Fees:
Under extreme extenuating circumstances, the Special Events Office may consider late 
applications and charge an additional $250 late application fee.

Special Event Permit Fee:  
a. General Event Tier I: $100
b. General Event Tier II: $50

*Fees are non-refundable if an event is canceled.

8.  Reimbursement Policy 

a) There is no reimbursement of application fees or late application fees.
b) Permit fees will be fully reimbursed if an event is canceled at least 15 days before the 

event date. There is no reimbursement of permit fees if an event is canceled within 15 
days of the event date.

c) Fees may be transferable towards future event applications/permits if the event is 
canceled due to inclement weather or other emergencies, which will be determined at 
the discretion of the Special Events Office.
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9.  Event Type Deadline for Application, Additional Fees, and Late Fees

Application Submittal Deadline
Tier I Event 200+ Persons (see 
page 5)

At least 90 days prior to the event setup date

Tier II Event Under 200 Persons
(see page 5)

At least 45 days prior to the event setup date

Demonstration/Expressive 
Activity/First Amendment Rights 
Activity

At least 10 days prior to the event setup date

All Runs, Bike Races, Parades At least 90 days prior to the event setup date
Neighborhood Block Party At least 30 days prior to the event setup date
Filming At least 15-90 days prior to filming (see page 

9)

10.  Street and Right-of-Way Closures

Any proposed special event requiring street or right-of-way closures must include a completed 
petition form with the application, as shown in Appendix II. (Acknowledgement)

VI.  Indemnification

The applicant shall indemnify and hold harmless the City of Martinsville, its officers, agents, 
employees, and volunteers from any claims, causes of action, penalties, losses, expenses, and any 
other liability for injuries or damages to persons or property resulting from the special event 
which caused by the omissions or authorized acts of the applicant officers, agents, or employees. 

If the City of Martinsville incurs any costs as a result 
any provisions or if city property is destroyed or damaged by the cause of the special event, the 
applicant shall reimburse the city for its actual costs, including the exact replacement or repair 
cost of the destroyed property. 

1.  Insurance Requirements

Any special event proposed to be held on city-owned property shall require the submission of a 
Certificate of Insurance. The applicant must obtain general liability insurance for one million 
dollars for the duration of the event, which names the City of Martinsville as the additional 
insured. 

The applicant shall immediately provide notice of cancellation or non-renewal of insurance to 
the City of Martinsville in writing upon being notified of said cancellation or non-renewal by the 
insured.  In the event of cancellation, the applicant shall promptly provide replacement insurance 

2.  ** SPECIAL NOTE (INFLATABLE DEVICES)

If the proposed event involves any inflatable device, please note that only COMMERCIAL
devices are permitted within city event spaces and the right-of-way.  Along with the 
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aforementioned general liability insurance and applicable liquor liability insurance, an applicant 
shall provide the Special Events Office with a copy of the certificate of insurance associated with 
any proposed inflatable device(s).

VII.  Points of Contact for Pre-Application Questions

The Departments Listed Below May Be Contacted Prior to Application Submittal 
For Additional Information

Building Official/Permits & Inspections Department (Inflatables) (276) 403-5171
Commissioner of the Revenue (Business/Local ABC Licensing,  Meals Tax) (276) 403-5133
Fire Marshal (Food Truck Inspection) (276) 403-5205
Health Department (Food Handling Requirements) (276) 638-2311
Police Need to talk to Rob (276)403-5331
Risk Management (Finance Department) (276) 403-5196
Virginia Alcohol Beverage Control Authority (540)562-3604
Public Works (Street Closures, Waste Management, Park Rental) (276) 403-5154
Utilities (Electric) (276) 403-5184
Community Development (276) 403-5156
Special Events Office (276) 403-5196
Disability Rights and Resource Center (276)226-1696

VIII.  Appeal Process

If the event is not approved, the applicant may appeal the denial of the application or permit 
conditions to the Special Events Committee within 30 days of receiving the notice by emailing a 
written statement to the Community Engagement Specialist. The Special Events Committee shall 
act upon said appeal promptly but no later than the date and time of the proposed special event. 
If the Special Events Committee decides to deny the special event permit, that decision shall be 
final.

IX.  Annual Policy Review

Each year
and solicit the input of stakeholders. Any suggested changes will be forwarded to the City 
Council for approval.
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APPENDIX I

REQUESTING FUNDING FOR CITY-SUPPORTED OR CITY-
FUNDED SPECIAL EVENTS

During the 
funding amount earmarked for special events, which is earmarked as city-sponsored status 
during the upcoming fiscal year.  Public funding for City-Sponsored Special Events is not 
guaranteed beyond the current fiscal year in which it is approved.  The City Council may elect to 
continue this funding annually during the budget process.

Applications for City-Sponsored Special Events should be submitted by March 1st so the City 
Manager can include funding consideration in the annual budget proposal. Special events that are 
funded financially by the City will be determined by the City Council using the following criteria 
matrix:
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In addition to the matrix scoring, the organizer must provide the following:

A financial statement with a letter of request addressed to the City Manager or Special 
Events Office by March 1st or 180 days before the event date.
Submit a program proposal showing the total event expense the applicant/sponsor anticipates 
incurring.
Provide a detailed business plan that outlines how the event will be autonomous and ensures 
that it will not require City funding after the third year of city funding.
Provide a financial statement following the event that shows full details of all expenses 
incurred by the event sponsor and all revenue collected for the event, including, but not 
limited to, revenue collected before and during the event.

Note: Non-profit certifications are issued to non-profit organizations as approved under the IRS 
Tax Code, Section 501 (c).  To qualify for reduced permit fees or no assessment, the applicant 
must submit proof of this certification as listed below in addition to the special event application:

a) A copy of the IRS tax exemption determination letter
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b) Written permission of the property owner when the applicant does not own the property 
where the event is to take place

c) Written permission from the church or school allowing the organization to hold the event on 
the property

*Special consideration outside the annual budget process may be made for the FY2025 budget 
year for city sponsorship of a special event that may meet the matrix requirements above.
These changes will impact the applications received after July 30th.
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APPENDIX II

Sample Petition Form for a City Street or Right-of-Way Closure for a Special Event
(You may create your own as long as it contains the information below)

PETITION FORM FOR A CITY STREET OR RIGHT-OF-WAY CLOSURE 
THROUGHOUT THE DURATION OF AN EVENT

Event Name:
Date(s):
Start/End Time(s):
Location:

Date Printed Name Signature

Business Name (If 
Applicable)/Job Title

Business or Residential 
Address

Phone Number

Do you support this 
event? If no, provide 

reason

By signing this petition, I acknowledge that I am aware of the above listed event.  I may object to this 
event and will provide my reason for objecting on this form.  However, I understand that my objection 
will not necessarily result in the denial of this event.  My objection will be given full consideration by the 
Special Events Task Force during the permit review process.

For Residential Properties:  Please obtain the name(s)/signature(s) of either the property owner or an adult occupant.  For apartments or mixed-use 
retail spaces in the Uptown area, please provide a name/signature from the property manager.
For Business Properties:  Please obtain the name/signature of the owner or manager on duty.  If a business building/structure is vacant, please 

For Vacant Lots/Properties:  No information required



STAFF 
REPORT

1

MEETING DATE:  08/ /2024 

AGENDA TITLE: Capital

STAFF RESPONSIBLE: Edena J. Reese-Atmore

STAFF TITLE: Chief Operating Officer

BACKGROUND/HISTORY

On July 16th 2024, the City Council Was presented with a recommended list of capital projects for the fiscal 
year 2025 budget. This meeting will be used to discuss the projects and address any questions that the City 
Council may have on the proposed projects. Funding for the proposed projects was approved in the May 2024 
adoption of the fiscal year 2024-25 Operating and Capital Budget. 

POLICY EXPLANATION

FISCAL IMPACT/FUNDING SOURCE

FY 2024-25 Operating and Capital Budget

AVAILABLE BUDGET:  FY 2024-25 
Operating & Capital Budget

PURCHASE AMOUNT:  n/a

ACTION REQUESTED/ALTERNATIVES:

1. Approve Agenda Item
2. Do Not Approve Agenda Item
3. Other Action as Directed by City Council













































































Electric CIP

Telecommunication CIP

Water & Wastewater CIP 

Refuse CIP

General Government CIP
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MEETINGS: February 13, 2024

TITLE: Chapter 18, Article 2, Refuse Code Rewrite

STAFF RESPONSIBLE Greg Maggard

BACKGROUND/HISTORY
Chapter 18, Article 2 of the City Code has not been updated since 1982.  This article deals primarily 
with the city's administration, enforcement, and collection of refuse.  The current article is vague
and requires antiquated enforcement actions. 

The revised Article 2 provides additional definitions for clarity, allows for more effective
enforcement, and increases efficiency in collection operations.

POLICY EXPLANATION
The key outcome of Part 2.2 of the City’s Strategic Plan is clean, attractive, and vibrant neighborhoods and 
communities. The revisions proposed in this Article meet this key outcome by providing for increased 
administration, enforcement, and collection of refuse.

FISCAL IMPACT/FUNDING SOURCE

Refuse Enterprise Fund will be used to purchase additional 8-yard dumpsters and electrical locks

AVAILABLE BUDGET
19,500.00

PURCHASE AMOUNT
               9,000.00

ACTION REQUESTED/ALTERNATIVES:

1. Provide feedback on draft ordinance

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Draft ordinance
2. Original ordinance with revisions shown
3. Summary of changes
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                                          Proposed Ordinance        

                                                                             ARTICLE II. REFUSE 
Sec. 18-13. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this Article, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in 
this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Asbestos-containing material (ACM) means any material or product, which contains more than one (1) percent 
asbestos.

Ashes means the residue from the burning of wood, coal, coke or other combustible materials.

Bulk container means a metal or plastic receptacle or container designed and constructed for the storing of solid 
waste until its collection for disposal and which can be mechanically lifted, hoisted or rolled on or off and emptied 
by mechanical collection vehicles.

Bulky debris means items of debris, such as furniture, bedding, mattresses, brush, and similar items, which are 
acceptable for collection by the city but because of their size, bulk or weight, require special collection procedures 
other than those required and provided for garbage and debris.

Collection means the process or activity required to collect, remove and convey solid waste from its source or 
location to a site for final disposal.

Commercial premises means any premises or property upon which a wholesale, retail, service, manufacturing or 
processing business is located or conducted, including, but not limited to, restaurants, hotels, motels, markets,
stores and other outlets, theaters, warehouses, factories, processing and manufacturing plants or facilities, 
automobile sales rooms, service stations and repair shops and offices of every kind; and the premises or property 
of organizations and institutions, such as, and including, all schools, hospitals, churches, clubs and societies; and 
any premises or property upon which is located an apartment building or buildings, other than condominiums, 
containing an aggregate of four (4) or more single-family dwelling units or apartments; and all other premises not 
defined herein as for a residential premises.

Commercial solid waste means the solid waste generated, produced or accumulated upon commercial premises.

Condominiums means premises, including the land and buildings thereon, containing multiple dwelling units or 
apartments, each of which is or may be separately owned, and the undivided interests in the common elements of 
such premises which are vested in the unit owners and which have been lawfully created pursuant to the 
Condominium Act contained in chapter 4.2 of title 55 (section 55-79.39 et seq.) of the Code of Virginia.

Container means a receptacle designed, and required or permitted by this chapter, for the purpose of storing 
garbage and debris until its collection for disposal.

Contractor means any person or firm who shall agree, written or otherwise, to perform work in return for 
compensation in any form.



- CODE
Chapter 18 - SOLID WASTE

ARTICLE II. REFUSE

Martinsville, Virginia, Code of Ordinances    Created: 2024-04-08 10:05:01 [EST]

(Supp. No. 77)

Page 3 of 18

Debris means nonputrescible solid waste consisting of both combustible and noncombustible wastes, such as 
paper, cardboard, wood, rags, sweepings, and similar discarded materials.

Director means the Director of the Department of Public Works of the City.

Disposal means the delivery and deposit of solid waste to and at an approved disposal facility for final processing 
or storage.

Friable asbestos means any material containing more than one (1) percent asbestos by weight which, when dry, 
may be crumbled, pulverized, or reduced to powder by hand pressure and regulated as a special waste.

Garbage means putrescible animal or vegetable waste resulting from the handling, preparation, cooking or serving 
of food.

Hazardous waste means a hazardous waste as described by the Virginia Hazardous Waste Regulation or the EPA.

Infectious waste means solid or liquid wastes, which contain pathogens with sufficient virulence and quantity so 
that exposure to the waste by a susceptible host could result in an infectious disease.

Placement means the placing of all types of solid waste for collection and disposal.

Premises means any lot or parcel of land, together with any building, part of a building or group of buildings 
located thereon, which constitutes a single property.

Public property means and includes all public streets and highways, including the curbs, gutters and median strips 
thereof, sidewalks, alleys, parking lots and other public rights-of-way, and all public parks, playgrounds, buildings 
and grounds.

Refuse means all putrescible and nonputrescible solid waste, whether combustible or noncombustible, including 
garbage, debris, ashes, dead animals, and materials resulting from industrial, commercial, domestic and 
community activities, but excluding hazardous wastes, body wastes and the sludges, screenings, pumpings and 
residue from cesspools, septic tanks sewage and infectious wastes.

Residential premises means and includes a single-family dwelling, any premises or property upon which is located 
an apartment building containing less than four (4) single-family dwelling units or apartments, all condominiums 
and all other property or premises not defined herein as commercial premises.

Residential solid waste means the solid waste generated, produced or accumulated upon residential premises.

Solid waste means and includes garbage, refuse, ashes, grass clippings, trees, shrubs, and yard waste.

Solid waste removal contractor means a person licensed by the City to engage in the collection, removal and 
disposal of solid waste as a private business venture.

White goods means appliances such as refrigerators, freezers, stoves, washers, dryers, air conditioners, and all 
other types of appliances.



- CODE
Chapter 18 - SOLID WASTE

ARTICLE II. REFUSE

Martinsville, Virginia, Code of Ordinances    Created: 2024-04-08 10:05:01 [EST]

(Supp. No. 77)

Page 4 of 18

Yard waste means lawn clippings, tree and shrub trimmings, limbs, tree trunks, leaves, and other such arboreal 
material.

Sec. 18-14.  Supervision of collection and disposal; administration and enforcement

(a) The collection and disposal of solid waste under the provisions of this chapter shall be under the supervision 
and direction of the Director of Public Works, who, by and with the consent of and subject to the control of the 
City Manager, shall also be in charge generally of the administration and enforcement of this chapter.
(b) Whenever it is observed that any person is accumulating, preparing, storing, conveying, or disposing of solid 
waste within the City in a manner contrary to the requirements of this chapter, the Director or his/her designee, 
shall, except as hereinafter provided, serve the owner of such parcel, or on the occupant thereof, or both, notice to 
cause such violations to be removed from such land or premises within three (3) days from the date of such notice.
(c) Service of the notice provided for in subsection (b) shall be by first class mail, personal delivery or posting in a 
conspicuous place upon the parcel; provided, however, that if the parcel is unoccupied and the owner cannot be 
found by the exercise of due diligence or are unknown, such notice shall be sufficient against the owner if given 
by first class mail to the owner's last known mailing address and posted in a conspicuous place upon the land or 
premises. The Director of Public Works, or his/her designee, is hereby authorized to deliver or post such notices.
(d) Failure to comply with the terms of a notice issued and served as provided in this section within the time 
prescribed in such notice shall constitute a class 4 misdemeanor, and each day thereafter that the violation 
continues shall constitute a separate offense. In addition to any penalties imposed hereunder, the City may institute 
legal action to enjoin the continuing violation of this section and may remove or contract for the removal of such 
violation, in which event the cost and expenses thereof, including administrative fees as prescribed by the City of 
Martinsville Fee Schedule, shall be chargeable to and paid by the owner or occupant of the parcel. Any such charge 
which is not paid within sixty (60) days of the date on which it is billed to the owner of such land or premises shall 
constitute a lien upon the property and may be collected in any manner provided by law for the collection of taxes, 
or in the same manner provided by law for liens of judgments; provided, however, that no such lien shall be valid 
against any owner of a parcel who was not served with the notice prescribed in this section.
(e) Upon receipt of the written notice described above, the property owner may appeal the order to the City 
Manager. Such appeal must be made in writing during the three-day interval given in the notice from the Director 
of Public Works, or his/her designee. Any actions required in the notice shall be delayed pending the City 
Manager's response to the appeal.
(f) If the owner or occupant fails to abate the public nuisance as required, the Director of Public Works shall use 
City forces to abate the nuisance or, at his/her option, the Director of Public Works may contract for this abatement 
on behalf of the City with a private contractor which abatement expenses shall be paid by the owner and/or 
occupant and subject to collection as prescribed in subsections (h), (i), (j), and (k) below.
(g) Any owner or occupant may abate the violation themself without liability to the City, provided that they do so 
before commencement of abatement by City personnel or contractors.
(h) The Director of Public Works shall keep an account of the cost of abating violations under this article and 
embody such account in periodic reports with assessment lists, which shall be transmitted to the City Clerk and 
the Director of Finance at convenient intervals. The copy retained by the City Clerk shall be available for public 
inspection. The report shall refer to each parcel as to which a violation was abated, by description sufficient to 
identify the parcel and specify in addition to the cost of abatement an additional charge for each such parcel to be 
assessed against the owner or owners including administrative fees as prescribed by the City of Martinsville Fee 
Schedule.
(i) The Director of Finance or his/her designee shall bill the owner or occupant of the land assessed with the costs 
of abatement, for the costs of such abatement and for the administrative fees as prescribed and as shown on the 
assessment report.
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(j) Whenever a bill for such assessments remains unpaid for sixty (60) days after the billing date, the City Clerk 
shall record with the Clerk of the Circuit Court a statement of lien claim. This statement shall contain a description 
of the premises and the expenses and costs incurred, including, but not limited to, the costs of recordation. A copy 
of this statement shall be mailed to the owner or occupant if his/her address is known. Provided, however, the 
failure of the owner or occupant to receive such notice shall not affect the right to foreclose on the lien for these 
assessments as provided in this section.
(k) The costs and expenses incurred by the City in such violation abatement, including administrative fees as 
prescribed by the City of Martinsville Fee Schedule, with which the owner and lienholder of any such property 
shall have been assessed and which remains unpaid shall constitute a lien against such property ranking on parity 
with liens for unpaid local taxes and enforceable in the same manner as provided in articles 3 and 4 of chapter 39 
of title 58.1 of the Code of Virginia or in the same manner provided by law for liens of judgment. The City Attorney 
is hereby authorized and directed to institute such proceedings in the name of the City in the General District or 
Circuit Court for the City of Martinsville against any property for which the bill has remained unpaid sixty (60) 
days after it has been rendered.

Sec. 18-15. General container requirements.

(a) It shall be the duty of every owner, lessee or occupant of any premises in the city where refuse is created to 
provide or cause to be provided a suitable container for such refuse, which container shall meet the requirements 
of this section. 
(b) It shall be the duty of every owner of an apartment or multiple-family dwelling containing more than four (4) 
individual units to provide an adequate number of large-volume dumpsters of a type approved by the Director of 
Public Works. 
(c) It shall be the duty of every owner, lessee or occupant of any premises in the city creating refuse in such volume 
between regularly scheduled collections that such refuse exceeds the volume of five (5) thirty-two (32) gallon 
containers to provide an adequate number of large-volume dumpsters of a type approved by the Director of Public 
Works. 
(d) It shall be the duty of every owner, lessee or occupant of any premises in the city not subject to the provisions 
of subsection (b) or (c) above to provide or cause to be provided an adequate number of galvanized metal or plastic 
watertight, sanitary containers, each with a tight-fitting cover and two (2) side handles, having a minimum capacity 
of twenty (20) gallons and a maximum capacity of thirty-two (32) gallons. 
(e) Any refuse container shall hold its contents without leakage or spillage. 
(f) All refuse containers shall be kept tightly covered.

Sec. 18-16. Storage of ashes.

Ashes shall be stored in metal containers having a maximum capacity of twenty (20) gallons and shall be kept
separate from garbage and rubbish. 
(Ord. of 8-24-1982, § 8-9)

Sec. 18-17.  Condemnation of defective containers.

(a) Any solid waste container, on any premises within the City, that does not conform to the standards of design, 
construction or condition prescribed by this chapter shall be condemned by the Director or his/her designated 
agent and must be replaced by the owner, tenant, lessee or occupant of the premises within seven (7) days after 
such condemnation and, thereafter, shall not be used for the storage of solid waste until and unless brought into 
conformance with such standards.
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(b) Notice of condemnation pursuant to this section shall be given by affixing or attaching to the container a tag or 
decal setting forth the date of and reason for its condemnation and advising that the container must be either 
brought into conformance with the required standards or replaced with an authorized container within seven (7) 
days after such condemnation and notice.
(c) Any condemned container which is not brought into compliance with the standards prescribed therefore or 
replaced as required and which is not removed from use by its owner within the time allowed therefore may be 
collected and disposed of by the City as solid waste. 
Sec. 18-18. Collection generally.
(a) All refuse shall be collected by the city at regular intervals no less frequently than once per week. It shall be 
the duty of every owner, lessee or occupant having one or more large-volume dumpsters to see that such 
dumpsters are accessible for emptying. It shall be the duty of every other owner, lessee or occupant to place or 
cause to be placed their refuse container at the side of the curb line of the premises, at a location accessible to the 
collection crews, unless such owner, lessee or occupant has been exempted from the requirement of curbside 
placement by the Director of Public Works under the provisions of this section. Bulky rubbish, such as paper, 
cardboard or wooden boxes, must be flattened and tied in bundles with heavy, stout cord, such bundles not to 
exceed thirty-six (36) inches in length or breadth, twenty (20) inches in height and fifty (50) pounds in weight. 
(b) It shall be unlawful for any nonresident of the city, or any owner or occupant of a property situated within the 
city limits, or any agent of either, to bring refuse of any kind from outside the city into the city, or from another 
collection site located within the city, and deposit it anywhere in the city for collection by the city or its agent. 
(c) It shall be unlawful to transfer refuse generated at one site in the city to another site in the city for collection, 
without the prior written approval of the Director of Public Works. 
(d) The Director of Public Works may excuse any owner, lessee or occupant of any residential premises in the city 
from the duty of placing their refuse at the curb line for collection, if the director finds, from the written statements 
of a medical doctor, that such owner, lessee or occupant is physically or medically unable to place the refuse at the 
curb line. 

Sec. 18-18.1. Collection of refuse in Uptown.

Every owner, lessee or occupant of any premises in the Uptown Martinsville Historic District shall dispose of all 
refuse in dumpsters provided by the city.   All refuse shall be collected by the city at regular intervals no less 
frequently than once per week.  

Sec. 18-18.2.   Certain solid waste not to be collected by the City.

The collection, removal and disposal of the following types or items of solid waste shall be the sole responsibility 
of the owner, tenant, lessee and occupant of the premises upon which the solid waste is produced, generated or 
accumulated and shall not be collected by the City for disposal:

(1) Hazardous or infectious waste. The Public Works Department will assist the residential owner or occupant in 
arranging proper disposal of hazardous or infectious waste on a case-by-case basis.

(2) Solid waste, which is not prepared, stored and placed for collection in accordance with, or which exceeds the 
weight, size, volume or quantity prescribed by, the requirements of this chapter.

(3) Any item of solid waste, which, because of its size, bulk, shape or weight, two (2) employees cannot safely and 
conveniently lift and place into a collection vehicle.
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(4) Solid waste resulting from construction, reconstruction, repair, renovation, demolition or work by a contractor.

(5) Body wastes and the sludges, screenings, pumpings and residue from cesspools, septic tanks and sewage.

(6) Earth, rocks and soil.

(7) Motor vehicles or parts of motor vehicles.

(8) Any item of solid waste which will damage the collection equipment or injure collection personnel. 
Sec. 18-19. Removal of containers from curb after collection.
After the collection of refuse by the city collectors, all refuse containers placed at the curb line of the premises shall 
be returned by the owner, lessee or occupant to the premises by night of the day of collection and shall there remain 
until the next day of collection. 
(Ord. of 8-24-1982, § 8-12)

Sec. 18-20. Rules and regulations of Director of Public Works concerning collection and handling.

The Director of Public Works in hereby authorized to promulgate such rules or regulations concerning the 
collection or handling of refuse as he/she may deem necessary, not in conflict with this Code or state law. 
(Ord. of 8-24-1982, § 8-16)

Sec. 18-21. Suspension of collection service.

The Director of Public Works may, in his/her discretion, suspend refuse collection service to any person who fails 
or refuses to comply with this article or any rules or regulations lawfully promulgated thereunder. 
(Ord. of 8-24-1982, § 8-16)

Sec. 18-22. Public receptacles generally.

(a) For the better appearance and beautification of the city, the Director of Public Works may cause to be placed, 
at any location deemed appropriate, public refuse receptacles for the deposit of trash, garbage, litter and rubbish. 
Such receptacles shall not be used for the disposal of refuse from residence or commercial establishments. 
(b) The Litter Receptacle Regulations adopted by the Department of Conservation and Economic Development of 
the Commonwealth of Virginia, November 22, 1978, pursuant to section 10-200 of the Code of Virginia, are hereby 
adopted and incorporated into this section by reference as if set forth herein verbatim. 
(Ord. of 8-24-1982, §§ 8-13, 8-15)

Sec. 18-23. Damaging or defacing containers or public receptacles.

It shall be unlawful and a Class 3 misdemeanor for any person to disturb, damage or deface any refuse container 
placed at the curb line for collection or any public refuse receptacle. 
(Ord. of 8-24-1982, § 8-14)
Cross reference(s)—Penalty for Class 3 misdemeanor, § 1-11; damaging property generally, § 13-28 et seq.
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Sec. 18-24. Violations of Chapter.

Unless otherwise specifically provided, a violation of any provision of this chapter shall constitute a Class 4 
misdemeanor. 

Sec. 18-25. Fee schedule.
(a) Collection and landfill charges:
Individual living units (one (1) pickup per week), per month$12.50
Dumpsters, commercial and apartments (for each time emptied), per container22.50
Business not currently using dumpsters (for two (2) pickups per week), per month25.00
Additional fee per dumpster empty for call-in/empty on demand service5.00
(b) Landfill charges:
Unsplit tires (thirteen-inch and larger), each, not to exceed2.00
Car with bagged garbage only (minimum charges)1.50
All other vehicles, per ton 45.20
(Ord. No. 89-6, 6-27-1989; Ord. No. 90-10, 7-10-1990; Ord. No. 92-18, 12-22-1992; Ord. No. 94-4, 5-24-1994; Ord. No. 
96-12, 11-12-1996; Ord. No. 97-7, 5-27-1996; Ord. No. 99-6, 6-22-1999; Ord. No. 2002-6, 6-20-2002; Ord. No. 2003-7, 
6-20-2003; Ord. No. 2004-12, 6-8-2004; Ord. No. 2005-3, 6-13-2005; Ord. No. 2006-6, 6-13-2006)
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Summary of Substantial Changes to Refuse Ordinance

8/16/2024

1. Section 18-13

Additional Definitions - Provides clarity to ordinance.

2. Section 18-14

Enforcement Revisions –Changes clearly outline the violation, notification, abatement, 

fine, and collection processes.

3. Section 18-15

Container Required –Current code requires all customers utilize a container.

4. Section 18-17 

Container Requirements –Allows for removal of any trash container that is deemed no 

longer suitable to ensure refuse is properly contained.

5. Section 18-18.1

Uptown Collection –Would eliminate curbside pickup to all businesses in Uptown. 

Provides for centralized dumpsters throughout Uptown.

6. Section 18-18.2

Items Not for Pickup –Provides a list of specific items that will not be collected.
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Current Ordinance with Changes

ARTICLE II. REFUSE1

Sec. 18-13. Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings ascribed to 
them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Asbestos-containing material (ACM) means any material or product, which contains more than one (1) 
percent asbestos.

Ashes means the residue from the burning of wood, coal, coke or other combustible materials.

Bulk container means a metal or plastic receptacle or container designed and constructed for the storing of 
solid waste until its collection for disposal and which can be mechanically lifted, hoisted or rolled on or off and 
emptied by mechanical collection vehicles.

Bulky debris means items of debris, such as furniture, bedding, mattresses, brush, and similar items, which 
are acceptable for collection by the city but because of their size, bulk or weight, require special collection 
procedures other than those required and provided for garbage and debris.

Collection means the process or activity required to collect, remove and convey solid waste from its source 
or location to a site for final disposal.

Commercial premises means any premises or property upon which a wholesale, retail, service, manufacturing 
or processing business is located or conducted, including, but not limited to, restaurants, hotels, motels, markets, 
stores and other outlets, theaters, warehouses, factories, processing and manufacturing plants or facilities, 
automobile sales rooms, service stations and repair shops and offices of every kind; and the premises or property 
of organizations and institutions, such as, and including, all schools, hospitals, churches, clubs and societies; and 
any premises or property upon which is located an apartment building or buildings, other than condominiums, 
containing an aggregate of four (4) or more single-family dwelling units or apartments; and all other premises not 
defined herein as for a residential premises.

Commercial solid waste means the solid waste generated, produced or accumulated upon commercial 
premises.

Condominiums means premises, including the land and buildings thereon, containing multiple dwelling units 
or apartments, each of which is or may be separately owned, and the undivided interests in the common elements 
of such premises which are vested in the unit owners and which have been lawfully created pursuant to the 
Condominium Act contained in chapter 4.2 of title 55 (section 55-79.39 et seq.) of the Code of Virginia.

                                                     
1Cross reference(s)—General duties of director of public works as to refuse collection and disposal, § 2-93. 

State law reference(s)—General authority of city relative to collection and disposal of refuse, Code of Virginia, §§ 
15.1-857, 15.1-879. 
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Container means a receptacle designed, and required or permitted by this chapter, for the purpose of storing 
garbage and debris until its collection for disposal. 

Contractor means any person or firm who shall agree, written or otherwise, to perform work in return for 
compensation in any form. 

Debris means nonputrescible solid waste consisting of both combustible and noncombustible wastes, such as 
paper, cardboard, wood, rags, sweepings, and similar discarded materials. 

Director means the Director of the Department of Public Works of the City. 

Disposal means the delivery and deposit of solid waste to and at an approved disposal facility for final 
processing or storage. 

Friable asbestos means any material containing more than one (1) percent asbestos by weight which, when 
dry, may be crumbled, pulverized, or reduced to powder by hand pressure and regulated as a special waste. 

Garbage means putrescible animal or vegetable waste resulting from the handling, preparation, cooking or 
serving of food. 

Hazardous waste means a hazardous waste as described by the Virginia Hazardous Waste Regulation or the 
EPA. 

Infectious waste means solid or liquid wastes, which contain pathogens with sufficient virulence and quantity 
so that exposure to the waste by a susceptible host could result in an infectious disease. 

Placement means the placing of all types of solid waste for collection and disposal. 

Premises means any lot or parcel of land, together with any building, part of a building or group of buildings 
located thereon, which constitutes a single property. 

Public property means and includes all public streets and highways, including the curbs, gutters and median 
strips thereof, sidewalks, alleys, parking lots and other public rights-of-way, and all public parks, playgrounds, 
buildings and grounds. 

Refuse means all putrescible and nonputrescible solid waste, whether combustible or noncombustible, 
including garbage, debris, ashes, dead animals, and materials resulting from industrial, commercial, domestic and 
community activities, but excluding hazardous wastes, body wastes and the sludges, screenings, pumpings and 
residue from cesspools, septic tanks sewage and infectious wastes. 

Residential premises means and includes a single-family dwelling, any premises or property upon which is 
located an apartment building containing less than four (4) single-family dwelling units or apartments, all 
condominiums and all other property or premises not defined herein as commercial premises. 

Residential solid waste means the solid waste generated, produced or accumulated upon residential 
premises. 

Solid waste means and includes garbage, refuse, ashes, grass clippings, trees, shrubs, and yard waste. 

Solid waste removal contractor means a person licensed by the City to engage in the collection, removal and 
disposal of solid waste as a private business venture. 

White goods means appliances such as refrigerators, freezers, stoves, washers, dryers, air conditioners, and 
all other types of appliances. 

Yard waste means lawn clippings, tree and shrub trimmings, limbs, tree trunks, leaves, and other such 
arboreal material. 
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For the purpose of this article, the following words and terms shall have the meanings ascribed to them in 
this section:  

Ashes: The residue from the burning of wood, cloth, coal, coke, charcoal, paper or other combustible 
material.  

Garbage: Putrescible animal and vegetable wastes resulting from the handling, preparation or consumption 
of food.  

Rubbish: Nonputrescible solid wastes consisting of paper, cardboard, wood, cans, glass, yard clippings, 
bedding, crockery, metals, trash, sweepings, litter, plaster and debris.  

Refuse: Ashes, garbage and rubbish.  

(Ord. of 8-24-1982, § 8-8) 

Sec. 18-14. Violations of article. Supervision of collection and disposal; administration and 
enforcement. 

 

(a) The collection and disposal of solid waste under the provisions of this chapter shall be under the 
supervision and direction of the Director of Public Works, who, by and with the consent of and subject to the 
control of the City Manager, shall also be in charge generally of the administration and enforcement of this 
chapter. 

(b) Whenever it is observed that any person is accumulating, preparing, storing, conveying, or disposing of 
solid waste within the City in a manner contrary to the requirements of this chapter, the Director or his/her 
designee, shall, except as hereinafter provided, serve the owner of such parcel, or on the occupant thereof, or 
both, notice to cause such violations to be removed from such land or premises within three (3) days from the date 
of such notice. 

(c) Service of the notice provided for in subsection (b) shall be by first class mail, personal delivery or posting 
in a conspicuous place upon the parcel; provided, however, that if the parcel is unoccupied and the owner cannot 
be found by the exercise of due diligence or are unknown, such notice shall be sufficient against the owner if given 
by first class mail to the owner's last known mailing address and posted in a conspicuous place upon the land or 
premises. The Director of Public Works, or his/her designee, is hereby authorized to deliver or post such notices. 

(d) Failure to comply with the terms of a notice issued and served as provided in this section within the time 
prescribed in such notice shall constitute a class 4 misdemeanor, and each day thereafter that the violation 
continues shall constitute a separate offense. In addition to any penalties imposed hereunder, the City may 
institute legal action to enjoin the continuing violation of this section and may remove or contract for the removal 
of such violation, in which event the cost and expenses thereof, including administrative fees as prescribed by the 
City of Martinsville Fee Schedule, shall be chargeable to and paid by the owner or occupant of the parcel. Any such 
charge which is not paid within sixty (60) days of the date on which it is billed to the owner of such land or 
premises shall constitute a lien upon the property and may be collected in any manner provided by law for the 
collection of taxes, or in the same manner provided by law for liens of judgments; provided, however, that no such 
lien shall be valid against any owner of a parcel who was not served with the notice prescribed in this section. 

(e) Upon receipt of the written notice described above, the property owner may appeal the order to the City 
Manager. Such appeal must be made in writing during the three-day interval given in the notice from the Director 
of Public Works, or his/her designee. Any actions required in the notice shall be delayed pending the City 
Manager's response to the appeal. 
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(f) If the owner or occupant fails to abate the public nuisance as required, the Director of Public Works shall 
use City forces to abate the nuisance or, at his/her option, the Director of Public Works may contract for this 
abatement on behalf of the City with a private contractor which abatement expenses shall be paid by the owner 
and/or occupant and subject to collection as prescribed in subsections (h), (i), (j), and (k) below. 

(g) Any owner or occupant may abate the violation themself without liability to the City, provided that they 
do so before commencement of abatement by City personnel or contractors. 

(h) The Director of Public Works shall keep an account of the cost of abating violations under this article and 
embody such account in periodic reports with assessment lists, which shall be transmitted to the City Clerk and the 
Director of Finance at convenient intervals. The copy retained by the City Clerk shall be available for public 
inspection. The report shall refer to each parcel as to which a violation was abated, by description sufficient to 
identify the parcel and specify in addition to the cost of abatement an additional charge for each such parcel to be 
assessed against the owner or owners including administrative fees as prescribed by the City of Martinsville Fee 
Schedule. 

(i) The Director of Finance or his/her designee shall bill the owner or occupant of the land assessed with the 
costs of abatement, for the costs of such abatement and for the administrative fees as prescribed and as shown on 
the assessment report. 

(j) Whenever a bill for such assessments remains unpaid for sixty (60) days after the billing date, the City 
Clerk shall record with the Clerk of the Circuit Court a statement of lien claim. This statement shall contain a 
description of the premises and the expenses and costs incurred, including, but not limited to, the costs of 
recordation. A copy of this statement shall be mailed to the owner or occupant if his/her address is known. 
Provided, however, the failure of the owner or occupant to receive such notice shall not affect the right to 
foreclose on the lien for these assessments as provided in this section. 

(k) The costs and expenses incurred by the City in such violation abatement, including administrative fees as 
prescribed by the City of Martinsville Fee Schedule, with which the owner and lienholder of any such property shall 
have been assessed and which remains unpaid shall constitute a lien against such property ranking on parity with 
liens for unpaid local taxes and enforceable in the same manner as provided in articles 3 and 4 of chapter 39 of 
title 58.1 of the Code of Virginia or in the same manner provided by law for liens of judgment. The City Attorney is 
hereby authorized and directed to institute such proceedings in the name of the City in the General District or 
Circuit Court for the City of Martinsville against any property for which the bill has remained unpaid sixty (60) days 
after it has been rendered. 

Except as otherwise specifically provided, any violation of any provision of this article shall constitute a Class 
1 misdemeanor.  

(Ord. of 8-24-1982, § 8-17) 

Cross reference(s)—Penalty for Class 1 misdemeanor, § 1-11.  

Sec. 18-15. General container requirements. 

(a) It shall be the duty of every owner, lessee or occupant of any premises in the city where refuse is created to 
provide or cause to be provided a suitable container for such refuse, which container shall meet the 
requirements of this section.  

(b) It shall be the duty of every owner of an apartment or multiple-family dwelling containing more than four (4) 
individual units to provide an adequate number of large-volume dumpsters of a type approved by the 
Ddirector of Ppublic Wworks.  

(c) It shall be the duty of every owner, lessee or occupant of any premises in the city creating refuse in such 
volume between regularly scheduled collections that such refuse exceeds the volume of five (5) thirty-two 
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(32) gallon containers to provide an adequate number of large-volume dumpsters of a type approved by the 
Ddirector of Ppublic Wworks.  

(d) It shall be the duty of every owner, lessee or occupant of any premises in the city not subject to the 
provisions of subsection (b) or (c) above to provide or cause to be provided an adequate number of 
galvanized metal or plastic watertight, sanitary containers, each with a tight-fitting cover and two (2) side 
handles, having a minimum capacity of twenty (20) gallons and a maximum capacity of thirty-two (32) 
gallons.  

(e) Any refuse container shall hold its contents without leakage or spillage.  

(f) All refuse containers shall be kept tightly covered. at all times, except when momentarily open to receive 
refuse or to be emptied.  

(Ord. of 8-24-1982, § 8-9) 

Sec. 18-16. Storage of ashes. 

Ashes shall be stored in metal containers having a maximum capacity of twenty (20) gallons and shall be kept 
separate from garbage and rubbish.  

(Ord. of 8-24-1982, § 8-9) 

Sec. 18-17. Use of defective containers. Condemnation of defective containers. 

No refuse shall be kept in containers which have become so worn as to prevent tight closure 
of covers or the complete concealment of liquid wastes.  

(a) Any solid waste container, on any premises within the City, which does not conform to the standards of 
design, construction or condition prescribed by this chapter shall be condemned by the Director or his/her 
designated agent and must be replaced by the owner, tenant, lessee or occupant of the premises within seven (7) 
days after such condemnation and, thereafter, shall not be used for the storage of solid waste until and unless 
brought into conformance with such standards. 

(b) Notice of condemnation pursuant to this section shall be given by affixing or attaching to the container a 
tag or decal setting forth the date of and reason for its condemnation and advising that the container must be 
either brought into conformance with the required standards or replaced with an authorized container within 
seven (7) days after such condemnation and notice. 

(c) Any condemned container which is not brought into compliance with the standards prescribed therefore 
or replaced as required and which is not removed from use by its owner within the time allowed therefore may be 
collected and disposed of by the City as solid waste. 

(Ord. of 8-24-1982, § 8-9) 

Sec. 18-18. Collection generally. 

(a) All refuse shall be collected by the city at regular intervals no less frequently than once per week. It shall be 
the duty of every owner, lessee or occupant having one or more large-volume dumpsters to see that such 
dumpsters are accessible for emptying. It shall be the duty of every other owner, lessee or occupant to place 
or cause to be placed theirhis refuse container, or fully closed and tied plastic garbage bags containing 
refuse, at the side of the curb line of the premises, at a location accessible to the collection crews, unless 
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such owner, lessee or occupant has been exempted from the requirement of curbside placement by the 
Ddirector of Ppublic Wworks under the provisions of this section. Bulky rubbish, such as paper, cardboard or 
wooden boxes, mustmay be flattened and tied in bundles with heavy, stout cord, such bundles not to exceed 
thirty-six (36) inches in length or breadth, twenty (20) inches in height and fifty (50) pounds in weight.  

(b) It shall be unlawful for any nonresident of the city, or any owner or occupant of a property situated within 
the city limits, or any agent of either, to bring refuse of any kind from outside the city into the city, or from 
another collection site located within the city, and deposit it anywhere in the city for collection by the city or 
its agent.  

(c) It shall be unlawful to transfer refuse generated at one site in the city to another site in the city for 
collection, without the prior written approval of the Ddirector of Ppublic Wworks.  

(d) The Ddirector of Ppublic Wworks may excuse any owner, lessee or occupant of any residential premises in 
the city from the duty of placing theirhis refuse at the curb line for collection, if the director finds, from the 
written statements of a medical doctor, that such owner, lessee or occupant is physically or medically unable 
to place the refuse at the curb line.  

(Ord. of 8-24-1982, §§ 8-10, 8-11; Ord. No. 2019-6, 9-24-2019) 

Charter reference(s)—Authority of city to collect and dispose of garbage and other waste, Ch. 1, § 2(19).  

Sec. 18-18.1. Collection of refuse in Uptown. 

In the Uptown Martinsville Historic District, refuse shall be placed on the curb for collection no earlier than 5:00 
a.m., and no later than 9:30 a.m., on any designated day of collection. No refuse shall be placed on the curb 
between the hours of 9:30 a.m. of any Friday and 5:00 a.m. of any Monday, nor shall it placed on the curb during 
any holiday designated by the city on which refuse collection has been suspended.  

(Ord. No. 2020-3, 7-14-202 

(a) Every owner, lessee or occupant of any premises in the Uptown Martinsville Historic District shall dispose 
of all refuse in dumpsters provided by the city.   All refuse shall be collected by the city at regular intervals 
no less frequently than once per week.  

 
Sec. 18-18.2.   Certain solid waste not to be collected by the City. 
 
The collection, removal and disposal of the following types or items of solid waste shall be the sole 
responsibility of the owner, tenant, lessee and occupant of the premises upon which the solid waste 
is produced, generated or accumulated and shall not be collected by the City for disposal: 
 
(1) Hazardous or infectious waste. The Public Works Department will assist the residential owner or 
occupant in arranging proper disposal of hazardous or infectious waste on a case-by-case basis. 
 
(2) Solid waste, which is not prepared, stored and placed for collection in accordance with, or which 
exceeds the weight, size, volume or quantity prescribed by, the requirements of this chapter. 
 
(3) Any item of solid waste, which, because of its size, bulk, shape or weight, two (2) employees 
cannot safely and conveniently lift and place into a collection vehicle. 
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(4) Solid waste resulting from construction, reconstruction, repair, renovation, demolition or work
by a contractor. 

(5) Body wastes and the sludges, screenings, pumpings and residue from cesspools, septic tanks and
sewage. 

(6) Earth, rocks and soil.

(7) Motor vehicles or parts of motor vehicles.

(8) Any item of solid waste which will damage the collection equipment or injure collection
personnel.

Sec. 18-19. Removal of containers from curb after collection. 

After the collection of refuse by the city collectors, all refuse containers placed at the curb line of the 
premises shall be returned by the owner, lessee or occupant to the premises by night of the day of collection and 
shall there remain until the next day of collection.  

(Ord. of 8-24-1982, § 8-12) 

Sec. 18-20. Rules and regulations of Ddirector of Ppublic Wworks concerning collection and 
handling. 

The Ddirector of Ppublic Wworks in hereby authorized to promulgate such rules or regulations concerning 
the collection or handling of refuse as he/she may deem necessary, not in conflict with this Code or state law.  

(Ord. of 8-24-1982, § 8-16) 

Sec. 18-21. Suspension of collection service. 

The Ddirector of Ppublic Wworks may, in his/her discretion, suspend refuse collection service to any person 
who fails or refuses to comply with this article or any rules or regulations lawfully promulgated thereunder.  

(Ord. of 8-24-1982, § 8-16) 

Sec. 18-22. Public receptacles generally. 

(a) For the better appearance and beautification of the city, the Ddirector of Ppublic Wworks may cause to be 
placed, at any location deemed appropriate, public refuse receptacles for the deposit of trash, garbage, litter 
and rubbish. Such receptacles shall not be used for the disposal of refuse from residence or commercial 
establishments. 

(b) The Litter Receptacle Regulations adopted by the Department of Conservation and Economic Development
of the Commonwealth of Virginia, November 22, 1978, pursuant to section 10-200 of the Code of Virginia, 
are hereby adopted and incorporated into this section by reference as if set forth herein verbatim. 

(Ord. of 8-24-1982, §§ 8-13, 8-15) 
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Sec. 18-23. Damaging or defacing containers or public receptacles. 

It shall be unlawful and a Class 3 misdemeanor for any person to disturb, damage or deface any refuse 
container placed at the curb line for collection or any public refuse receptacle.  

(Ord. of 8-24-1982, § 8-14) 

Cross reference(s)—Penalty for Class 3 misdemeanor, § 1-11; damaging property generally, § 13-28 et seq.  

 
Sec. 18-24. Violations of chapter. 
 
Unless otherwise specifically provided, a violation of any provision of this chapter shall constitute a Class 4 
misdemeanor.
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REPORT

1

MEETING DATE: 08/2024

AGENDA TITLE: Fayette Street Parking Lot Analysis 

STAFF RESPONSIBLE: Greg Maggard

STAFF TITLE: Director of Public Works 

BACKGROUND/HISTORY

Update on the conducted Fayette Street Parking Lot Analysis with Findings and Possible Solutions. 

POLICY EXPLANATION

FISCAL IMPACT/FUNDING SOURCE

AVAILABLE BUDGET:  N/A PURCHASE AMOUNT:  N/A

ACTION REQUESTED/ALTERNATIVES:

1. Approve Agenda Item
2. Do Not Approve Agenda Item
3. Other Action as Directed by City Council
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MEETING DATE: 8/27/2024

AGENDA TITLE: Formation of Youth Advisory Committee 

STAFF RESPONSIBLE: Peyton Nibblett 

STAFF TITLE: Deputy Clerk of Council 

BACKGROUND/HISTORY

Creating future leaders and civic engagement has long been a priority for local government. Engaging the
next generation of leaders and introducing public services were crucial components of the summer youth
employment program that was implemented in the city. As the City strives toward greater youth
engagement, the inaugural youth employment participants are proposing the creation of a Youth Advisory
Commitee. 

According to the US Census Bureau, 25.4 percent of the City of Martinsville residents are under the age of
18, compared to 24.6 percent of the US population.

government, build an understanding of governance and leadership, and provide opportunities to engage and
serve the community. The Youth Advisory Commitee shall be guided by the belief that local involvement
at a young age is crucial to ensuring a well-informed and engaged citizenry in the future and to provide an
opportunity for members to become equipped with the knowledge and leadership skills necessary to become 

A youth council is an advisory body composed of high school-aged local youth. It advises and counsels the 
local governing body, its affiliated advisory and regulatory boards, and other community organizations. 
Additionally, youth councils can implement and participate in various youth-identified community initiatives

POLICY EXPLANATION

FISCAL IMPACT/FUNDING SOURCE



City of Martinsville



City of Martinsville



City of Martinsville



City of Martinsville



City of Martinsville



City of Martinsville



City of Martinsville
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MEETING DATE: 8/27/2024

AGENDA TITLE: Presentation of Debt and Capital Planning Profile for Martinsville

STAFF RESPONSIBLE: Edena Reese-Atmore & Robert Floyd

STAFF TITLE: Chief Operations Officer and Interim Managing Director of Finance

BACKGROUND/HISTORY

The Davenport Public Finance Group will present information on the debt profile and credit rating status for 
the City of Martinsville. They will discuss our debt capacity, overall debt structure, and our capital planning 
status to date. 

POLICY EXPLANATION

FISCAL IMPACT/FUNDING SOURCE

N/A

AVAILABLE BUDGET:  N/A PURCHASE AMOUNT:  N/A

ACTION REQUESTED/ALTERNATIVES:

1. Approve Agenda Item
2. Do Not Approve Agenda Item
3. Other Action as Directed by City Council
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AVAILABLE BUDGET:  PURCHASE AMOUNT:  

ACTION REQUESTED/ALTERNATIVES:

1. Approve Agenda Item
2. Do Not Approve Agenda Item
3. Other Action as Directed by City Council
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MEETINGS: August 27, 2024

TITLE:  VDOT State of Good Repair Program Funds

STAFF RESPONSIBLE Greg Maggard

BACKGROUND/HISTORY 

Historically, VDOT funded and administered the State of Good Repair (SGR)Program, with no 
direct involvement by city staff.  This program provides paving and pedestrian ramp 
improvements to specific, VDOT-selected roadways.  As of January 2024, VDOT will no longer 
provide administration of the approved projects but rather require the local municipality to do 
this.  Due to this change, the city must fund the project with 100% of the costs reimbursed 
through the SRF program. As such, the program is viewed as a grant, needing Council approval.

POLICY EXPLANATION 

The key outcome of Part 2.2 of the City’s Strategic Plan is clean, attractive, and vibrant 
neighborhoods and communities.  Well maintained roads and upgraded pedestrian ramps help 
ensure the attractiveness and cleanliness of our community.  

FISCAL IMPACT/FUNDING SOURCE 

Reimbursement Grant from SGR program funds 

AVAILABLE BUDGET
$697,000

PURCHASE AMOUNT
$697,000

ACTION REQUESTED/ALTERNATIVES: 

1. Approve the VDOT SGR Grant  
2. Alternative – Deny grant funding resulting in no project
 

ATTACHMENTS:
1. Program Description 
2. State Approval 
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STAFF 
REPORT

1

MEETING DATE: 8/27/2024

AGENDA TITLE: Police Demographics

STAFF RESPONSIBLE: Travis Hodge and Rob Fincher

STAFF TITLE: Director of Human Resources & Chief of Police 

BACKGROUND/HISTORY

POLICY EXPLANATION

FISCAL IMPACT/FUNDING SOURCE

AVAILABLE BUDGET:  PURCHASE AMOUNT:  

ACTION REQUESTED/ALTERNATIVES:

1. Approve Agenda Item
2. Do Not Approve Agenda Item
3. Other Action as Directed by City Council



 
 
 

Subject: Current Police Department Demographics 

To: City Council  
From: Travis N. Hodge – Managing Director of Administration 
Date: August 23, 2024
Subject: Demographics of the Police Department  
 

Dear Mayor, Vice-Mayor, and members of City Council, 

Following up on the recent inquiry regarding the demographics of our Police Department, I 
would like to provide the following information: 

 

  Race/Ethnicity: 

 3 employees (6.1%) identify as African American

 2 employees (4.1%) identify as Hispanic

 44 employees (89.8%) identify as White

  Gender: 

 9 employees (18.4%) identify as female 

 40 employees (81.6%) identify as male

 

 

We recognize the importance of having a police force that reflects the diversity of our 
community. In line with this, the Police Department is committed to continuing efforts to 
diversify its workforce. We are actively exploring strategies to attract, recruit, and retain a more 
diverse pool of candidates. These strategies include targeted outreach programs, partnerships 
with diverse community organizations, and enhancing our recruitment practices to ensure they 
are inclusive and welcoming to all potential applicants. 

Our goal is to foster a police force that not only represents but also understands and connects 
with the community we serve. We will keep you informed of our progress and any new 
initiatives we may implement.



Thank you for your attention to this matter. Should you have any further questions or require 
additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Travis N. Hodge

Managing Director of Administration

City of Martinsville 

thodge@martinsvilleva.gov  
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MEETINGS: July 23, 2024

TITLE:  Ordinance to Change the Name from Industrial Development 
Authority to the Economic Development Authority – 1st Reading

STAFF RESPONSIBLE Keith Holland 

BACKGROUND/HISTORY 

The Martinsville City Council, by ordinance adopted on April 11, 1972, created and named the 
Industrial Development Authority of the City of Martinsville, Virginia, under the Virginia 
Industrial Development and Revenue Bond Act (the "Act").  While the organization has existed 
for several years, it has remained inactive.  On September 26, 2024, the Council determined the 
need to re-establish the Commission and appointed members to the authority with standard 
terms.  After just under a year of application, it has been recommended to adjust the name of the 
authority from the traditional amen in Industrial Development to Economic Development 
Authority.  and 
 

POLICY EXPLANATION 

 Industrial Development and Revenue Bond Act; Chapter 49, Title 15.2 of the Code of Virginia 

 

FISCAL IMPACT/FUNDING SOURCE 

No fiscal impact is associated with this action. 

AVAILABLE BUDGET 
No budget effect 

PURCHASE AMOUNT 
N/A 

 

ACTION REQUESTED/ALTERNATIVES: 

1. City Council Approve 1st Reading of Ordinance to Change the name from the Industrial 
Development Authority to the Economic Development Authority

2. Do not Approve the Ordinance 
3. Other Action as directed by City Council 
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ATTACHMENTS: 

McGuire Woods Power on IDA
Ordinance Changing Name to Economic Development Authority



City of Martinsville



City of Martinsville



City of Martinsville



City of Martinsville
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MEETINGS:  August 27, 2024 
 
TITLE:  Loan and Performance Agreements for IRF Loan for One Ellsworth 
 
STAFF RESPONSIBLE Keith Holland 

 
 

BACKGROUND/HISTORY 
The City was awarded $2.8 million in Industrial Revitalization Funds as a grant from the Virginia 
Department of Housing and Community Development.  While the funds to the City are grants, the 
rules of the IRF program require that the funds be given as a low interest loan to a developer to 
help finance the project.  The City has been working with DHCD and JRS Development to negotiate 
final terms of the IRF loan and performance agreements.    
 

POLICY EXPLANATION 

The loan and performance agreements will be between JRS Development and the Martinsville 
Redevelopment and Housing Authority and will be a 1% loan amortized for 30 years. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT/FUNDING SOURCE 
$2.8 million will be drawn from DHCD for eligible expenses related to the One Ellsworth project.  
Proceeds from the loan principal and interest will be designated to create a revolving loan pool 
for future housing and economic development projects. 

AVAILABLE BUDGET 
No budget effect 

PURCHASE AMOUNT 
N/A 

 

 

ACTION REQUESTED/ALTERNATIVES: 

1. Consideration of approval to execute the Loan Agreement and Performance Agreement as 
the MRHA. 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. One Ellsworth IRF Loan Agreement 
2. One Ellsworth Performance Agreement 
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A CITY WITHOUT LIMITS

Consideration and Approval of Loan Agreement related to 
Industrial Revitalization Fund Program

August 27, 2024



Purpose 
• The City of Martinsville was awarded $2.8 million in Industrial Revitalization Fund grants for rehabilitation of the 

former BB&T office building on Ellsworth Street from the Virginia Department of Housing and Community 
Development

• The rules of the IRF program are that the funds are made as a grant to the locality, but must be provided to a 
developer as a low interest loan for the purpose of creating a loan pool for continued investment in housing 
and economic development projects.  

• Through negotiations between the City, JRS Development, and DHCD, draft loan and performance agreements 
have been drafted that reflects terms that have been approved by DHCD and meet criteria for the IRF program.

• The agreements must be executed between the Martinsville Housing and Redevelopment Authority and JRS 
Development for the One Ellsworth project to provide a mixed use residential and commercial project that we 
anticipate will have an impact of revitalization of Uptown Business District.



Questions?
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MEETINGS:  August 27, 2024 
 
TITLE:  Loan and Performance Agreements for IRF Loan for One Ellsworth 
 
STAFF RESPONSIBLE Keith Holland 

 
 

BACKGROUND/HISTORY 
The City was awarded $2.8 million in Industrial Revitalization Funds as a grant from the Virginia 
Department of Housing and Community Development.  While the funds to the City are grants, the 
rules of the IRF program require that the funds be given as a low interest loan to a developer to 
help finance the project.  The City has been working with DHCD and JRS Development to negotiate 
final terms of the IRF loan and performance agreements.    
 

POLICY EXPLANATION 

The loan and performance agreements will be between JRS Development and the Martinsville 
Redevelopment and Housing Authority and will be a 1% loan amortized for 30 years. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT/FUNDING SOURCE 
$2.8 million will be drawn from DHCD for eligible expenses related to the One Ellsworth project.  
Proceeds from the loan principal and interest will be designated to create a revolving loan pool 
for future housing and economic development projects. 

AVAILABLE BUDGET 
No budget effect 

PURCHASE AMOUNT 
N/A 

 

 

ACTION REQUESTED/ALTERNATIVES: 

1. Consideration of approval to execute the Loan Agreement and Performance Agreement as 
the MRHA. 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. One Ellsworth IRF Loan Agreement 
2. One Ellsworth Performance Agreement 
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Consideration and Approval of Loan Agreement related to 
Industrial Revitalization Fund Program

August 27, 2024



Purpose 
• The City of Martinsville was awarded $2.8 million in Industrial Revitalization Fund grants for rehabilitation of the 

former BB&T office building on Ellsworth Street from the Virginia Department of Housing and Community 
Development

• The rules of the IRF program are that the funds are made as a grant to the locality, but must be provided to a 
developer as a low interest loan for the purpose of creating a loan pool for continued investment in housing 
and economic development projects.  

• Through negotiations between the City, JRS Development, and DHCD, draft loan and performance agreements 
have been drafted that reflects terms that have been approved by DHCD and meet criteria for the IRF program.

• The agreements must be executed between the Martinsville Housing and Redevelopment Authority and JRS 
Development for the One Ellsworth project to provide a mixed use residential and commercial project that we 
anticipate will have an impact of revitalization of Uptown Business District.



Questions?
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RESOLUTION OF  MARTINSVILLE CITY COUNCIL APPROVING AND 
CONSENTING TO 1 ELLSWORTH PROJECT LOAN AND RELATED 

TRANSACTIONS 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to an application from the City of Martinsville, Virginia (the 
“City”) the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development (“DHCD”) has 
agreed to provide a grant from the Virginia Industrial Revitalization Fund (the “IRF”) in the 
amount of $2,800,000 (the “Funding”) to assist with a project to repair and rehabilitate for 
commercial and residential purposes a building whose vacant and deteriorated condition creates 
physical and economic blight to the surrounding area, located at 1 Ellsworth Street in the City, 
(the “Project”), all with the goal of creating long-term employment opportunities and ongoing 
physical and economic revitalization in the City; and 

 WHEREAS, by this Resolution the Martinsville Redevelopment and Housing Authority 
(the “Authority”) is designated to receive and administer the Funding, utilizing such funds as a 
loan (the “Loan”) from the Authority to 1 Ellsworth, LLC (the “Developer”) as provided for in 
the Loan Agreement between the Authority and the Developer (the “Loan Agreement”) for the 
elimination of blight and the development and rehabilitation of commercial and residential 
property in accordance with IRF guidelines; and  
 
 WHEREAS, in connection with the Loan and the development of the Project, the 
Authority, DHCD and the Developer have created the form of a Performance Agreement – 
Virginia Industrial Revitalization Fund (the “Performance Agreement”) between the 
Authority, the Developer and DHCD and to be consented to by the City. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF MARTINSVILLE, VIRGINIA: 
 

1. The City Council approves of the Project and the Loan to accomplish the purposes 
described above and requests and designates the Authority to receive and administer 
the Funding, and to utilize such Funding for the Loan from the Authority to the 
Developer in accordance with the Loan Agreement and other agreements negotiated 
between the parties. 
 

2. The City Council acknowledges receipt of and consents to the terms of the 
Performance Agreement in substantially the form presented to this meeting, and the 
City Manager is hereby authorized to execute the Performance Agreement with such 
completions, omissions, insertions, changes and revisions as may be approved by the 
City Manager, with the advice of counsel, including such modifications as shall be 
required by DHCD, such execution to be conclusive evidence of approval by the City 
Council of any such modifications.   

 
3. The City Manager and her designees are further hereby authorized and directed to 

execute and deliver such other agreements, documents, instruments and certificates 
necessary or appropriate to finalize the Loan and develop the Project. 
 

4. This Resolution will take effect immediately. 
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CERTIFICATE 
 

The Members of the Council voted as follows on the foregoing Resolution: 
 
 Ayes      Nays 
  
 
 
 
 
 Absent     Abstentions 
      
 
 
 
 ________________________________________ 
 Clerk, Martinsville City Council 
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RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF MARTINSVILLE REDEVELOPMENT AND 

HOUSING AUTHORITY APPROVING 1 ELLSWORTH PROJECT LOAN 

DOCUMENTS AND AUTHORIZING RELATED ACTION 

  

WHEREAS, pursuant to an application from the City of Martinsville, Virginia (the 

“City”) the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development (“DHCD”) has 

agreed to provide a grant from the Virginia Industrial Revitalization Fund (the “IRF”) in the 

amount of $2,800,000 (the “Funding”) to assist with a project to repair and rehabilitate for 

commercial and residential purposes a building whose vacant and deteriorated condition creates 

physical and economic blight to the surrounding area, located at 1 Ellsworth Street in the City, 

(the “Project”); and 

 WHEREAS, the Funding will be available as a grant with funds to be received and 

administered by the Martinsville Redevelopment and Housing Authority (the “Authority”) as 

designated  by City Council, and such funds will be utilized as a loan (the “Loan”) from the 

Authority to 1 Ellsworth, LLC (the “Developer”) as provided for in the Loan Agreement (as 

defined below), for the elimination of blight and the development and rehabilitation of 

commercial and residential property in accordance with IRF guidelines; and  

 

 WHEREAS, in connection with the Loan and the development of the Project, the 

Authority, DHCD and the Developer have caused forms of the following agreements to be 

drafted: (1) a Performance Agreement – Virginia Industrial Revitalization Fund between the 

Authority, the Developer and DHCD (to be consented to by the City) (the “Performance 

Agreement”); (2) a Loan Agreement between the Authority and the Developer (the “Loan 

Agreement”); (3) a Promissory Note from the Developer to the Authority (the “Promissory 

Note”); (4) a Deed of Trust executed by the Developer to be a lien on the property as security for 

the Loan for the benefit of the Authority (the “Deed of Trust”); and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Developer represents that it will receive other funding to cause 

completion of the Project including three other loans secured by liens superior to the lien 

securing the Loan (the “Additional Loans”), historic tax credits to be received from the 

rehabilitation of the 1 Ellsworth Building, grant funds and the Developers capital contribution. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE 

AUTHORITY: 

 

 

1. The Project and the Loan to accomplish the development, acquisition, construction, 

repair, rehabilitation and maintenance of an eligible building under applicable law are 

approved, the lien of such Loan to be subordinate to the liens of the Additional Loans 

described above. 

 

2. The Performance Agreement, the Loan Agreement, the Promissory Note and the 

Deed of Trust are approved in substantially the forms presented to this meeting, and 

the Executive Director of the Authority is hereby authorized to execute such 

documents with such completions, omissions, insertions, changes and revisions as 

may be approved by the Executive Director, with the advice of counsel, including 
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such modifications as shall be required by DHCD, such execution to be conclusive 

evidence of approval by the Authority of any such modifications.  The Executive 

Director of the Authority and her designees are further hereby authorized and directed 

to execute and deliver such other agreements (including any intercreditor agreement 

deemed necessary or appropriate with any lender making an Additional Loan), 

documents, instruments and certificates, and to record any such documents, as 

appropriate to finalize the Loan. 

 

3. The Executive Director of the Authority and her designees are further hereby 

authorized and directed to take such other actions as necessary or appropriate in 

furtherance of the purposes of this Resolution, to cause the Loan to be funded and 

closed, to carry out the terms of the Performance Agreement, the Loan Agreement, 

the Promissory Note, the Deed of Trust and any related agreements and to administer 

the Loan in accordance with DHCD requirements. 

 

4. That this Resolution will take effect immediately. 

 

 

Adopted by the Commissioners of the Housing Authority at a meeting on the ____ day of 

____________, 2024. 
CERTIFICATE 

 

The Commissioners of the Housing Authority voted as follows on the foregoing Resolution: 

 

 Ayes      Nays 

       

 

  

  

  

 

 Absent     Abstentions 

          

 

 

 

 ________________________________________ 

 Executive Director 

 Martinsville Redevelopment and Housing Authority 
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